Azar elected, counci 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 
The election of Ray Azar to the post of City Council 
president was marked by only one dissenting vote Monday 
night. 
Azar was elected to be president at City Hall 6-1, and 
Judy Anderson was elected 7-0 to be vice president. Both 
of them are first-term council members beginning their 
second year on the city legislative body. 
Councilman William Price, the lone Republican on the 
council, cast the only “no” vote to Azar’s presidency. No 
other person was nominated to the post. 
In explaining his vote, Price said Azar has had the 
privilege of signing “too many" pieces of legislation 
coming out of the office of Mayor Pete Chalos. 
The City Council should be separated from the mayor's 
office, Price said. 
Price prefaced his vote by saying that Chalos and Azar 
both have been doing good jobs in their respective 
| positions. He added that he did not mean his comment 
about Azar in a derogatory manner. 

_ “I don't think the mayor and our new president are in 
that close of à situation... .that he wouldn’t ask the advice 
of other councilmen,” said Councilman Jack Neaderhiser. 

Maybe Azar has been sponsoring some of the legislation 
because he works harder than other council members and 
because he makes calls to City Hall to see what has been 
going on, Neaderhiser suggested. 

Azar did not respond to Price’s comment during the 
meeting. but in an interview after the session, he said: ''If 
the mayor is doing a good job, I'm going to support him. 
If he's not doing a good job, FIl tell him.” 

The new president said he took some exception with 
Chalos on some matters last year. 

When asked what direction he wanted to see the council 
take this year, Azar said he had two goals and they both 
involved communication. 

| The first goal, according to Azar, is to improve com- 
|munication between the public and the council. People 
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should realize who represents them on the council, he 
stated. 

The other goal is to improve communication between 
City Hall and the council, Azar reported. Department 
heads should be quick and efficient in responding to a 
councilman's inquiry on behalf of a constituent, he said. 

No major problem in that area exists now, but some 
departments have had a slow response to council inquiries, 
he stated. 

Azar is 31 years of age and he works as principal at 
Fairbanks Elementary School. 

The president's seat on the council was turned over to 
Azar Monday night by outgoing president Kenneth 
Thomas: 

Council members Larry Kirchner and Norma Spork 
were absent. 
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By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Bus system improvements and expansion of a 
local business might be seen as the result of City 
Council action Thursday night. Fa 

The council met in its first regular session of the 
year and passed an $87,798 appropriation ordinance 
for purchase of some bus equipment, and it 
approved issuance of $200,000 in revenue bonds for 
expansion of Parks Purity Pies. 

The council also passed a variety of other 
appropriation ordinances. 

The bus system appropriation is to meet the 
city’s share of a $1.3 million project, according to 
Tony McCaulay, transportation planner. 

Although the project grant has not been approved 
yet, the city is hoping to purchase eight wheelchair- 
equipped buses, a spare air conditioner, 22 
speedometers, 22 two-way radios for buses, a base 
station, a bus washer, 12 shelters and a supervisory 
car. 

The grant application is to be sent in during 
February and it will take about four months for 
final approval, McCaulay said. 

Assuming the grant does receive approval, it 
would take a year for the new buses to arrive, 
McCaulay said. 

A study is being conducted to determine the best 
locations for the shelters, according to McCaulay. 
First priority probably would be given to downtown 
locations, he said. 

In other business Thursday night, the council 
suspended its rules to act on the revenue bond 
ordinance for Mar-Lo Brands Inc., to expand the 
Parks Purity Pies. 

The measure was introduced Thursday night and 
normal council procedures call for waiting until the 


rh ( 


DO NOT Cik 


|CULATE 


dal de CPV Wen... 


iommtunitu. Atia 


next council session to act on a proposal. The bond 
sale closing was set for today and the council's 
action was needed Thursday night, according to 
‘Eric Frey, attorney for the Economic Develop- 
ment Commission. 

The proposed expansion. is to enable the business 
to double its pie production, Frey said. The project 
also will enable the business to employ 10 more 
people. 

The council also passed ordinances to: 

"Appropriate $3,500 as the city's match of a 
$35,000 project for removal of some unused railroad 
tracks near the Indiana State University campus. 

eSpend $20,000 to meet the city's share of a 
federal-aid pavement marking project that might 
total between $200,000 and $300,000, according to 
City Engineer Louis Glascock. 

*Pay $20,000 of an $80,000 project to renovate the 
intersection of Lockport Road, Margaret Avenue 
and 19th Street. 

e Appropriate $125,000 for engineering and right- 
of-way work on a proposed project to make Maple 
Avenue four lanes between 19th Street and 
Fruitridge Avenue. 

«Appropriate $115,791 to meet federal and state 
operating assistance grants for the bus system 
during 1981. 

*Spend $300,000 for the city part of the proposed 
$6 million Third Street Overpass project. 

*Rezone 2836 Dean St. for a possible triplex 
housing unit. 

eAmend a 1972 zoning ordinance to correct a 
typographical error that improperly designated a 
residential district as a commercial zone. 
Thursday's action returns a seven-square-block 
area bounded by 26th Street, Fort Harrison Road 
and some railroad tracks to residential. 

In other business Thursday night, the council 
passed a resolution to transfer $370,000 from the 
cumulative capital fund to the general fund. 

The money is to meet the portion of the city's 
1981 budget that was more than state limits allowed 
to be met with property tax revenues. The 
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Council A Approves Bor Bond Request 


By J. SE AKERS, C ‘Stati riter 


An ordinance authorizing the sale of bonds for a $200,000 expansion plan at 
a local business and legislation appropriating $556,298 toward six proposed 
provens a projects were approved Thursday night by the Terre Haute City 

ouncil. 

Councilmen also appropriated $115,791 as the city's share of operating 
assistance funds for the Terre Haute Mass Transit, rezoned property at 2836 
Dean St., and amended a 1972 rezoning ordinance affecting Dresser Place 
Subdivision and Commercial Club Place. 

Eric Frey, legal counsel for the Terre Haute Economic Development 
Commission, asked the council to suspend its rules to hear the first and second 
reading of a bonding ordinance for Mar-Lo Brands, Inc., commonly known as 
Parks Purity Pies Co. Frey said the sale of bonds for the expansion project was 
to be conducted Friday and needed immediate council approval. 


The expansion project entails installation of machines which will double the 
production of pies, Frey said. He said 10 new jobs would be created as a result 
of the project. 

The council also suspended rules to act on a bill which amends legislation 
passed Dec. 19, 1972. According to Robert Baer, staff planner for Vigo County 
Area Planning and a member of the board of zoning appeals, a typographical 
error occurred in the previous ordinance which was supposed to rezone four 
parcels of property for single residential usage. Because of the typographical 
error, the property was incorrectly designated a commercial district, Baer 
explained. 

Baer said a man owning property at 27th Street and Prairie Avenue is wanting 
to remodel his home and has approached the board of zoning appeals for a 
variance. Until the 1972 is corrected, however, Baer said the board cannot act 
on the requested variance. 

City Engineer Louis Glascock explained six proposed improvement projects 
the city administration is considering and asked the council to appropriate 
cumulative capital improvement funds to meet financial obligations. 

The projects are: 

— The Conrail Overpass at U.S. 41 and Tippecanoe Street, expected to cost 
in excess of $6 million. The council appropriated $300,000 toward the project. 

— The redesign and widening of Maple Avenue between 19th Street and 
Fruitridge Avenue. The council appropriated $125,000 toward preliminary 
engineering and right of way costs. 

— The purchase of eight city buses equipped for handicapped persons, 
rehabilitation of three other buses and procurement of a bus washing machine, 
12 patron shelters, speedometers, two-way radios and a supervisory vehicle. 
The council appropriated $87,798 making the city eligible for a $1.3 million 
federal/state grant. 

— The redesign of Lockport Road near 19th Street and Margaret Avenue. 
Project officials said Lockport Road is to curve west of the railroad track and 
is to continue south to Margaret Avenue. The council appropriated $20,000 
toward the project for which there is 90 percent federal funding. 

— The marking of various streets and intersections with paint and 
thermoplastic material. The council appropriated $20,000 for the approximate 
$300,000 project also eligible for 90 percent federal funding. 

— The removal of the old Penn Central railroad tracks near the ISU campus. 
Federal funds will be used for 90 percent of the project cost and the council 
'appropriated $3,500. 

An additional $115,791 in cumulative capital improvement money was 
appropriated Thursday by the council for the city bus utility. Jim Rosa, general 
manager of the utility, said the city is to get $231,582 in state funds and $347,372 
in federal M match the city's share. Estimated revenues for 1981, Rosa 
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The Issues 


Special Ordinance No. 2, 1981 — An ordinance to authorize the 
issuance of $200,000 revenue bonds for Mar-Lo Brands Inc. 


B. Appropriation Ordinance No. 45, 1980 — An ordinance to appropriate 
$125,000 from Cumulative Capital Improvement d Maple Avenue. 


C. Appropriation Ordinance No. 47, 1980 — An ordinance to appropriate 
$87,798 from Cumulative Capital Improvement for Transportation 
Utility. 


. Appropriation Ordinance No. 48, 1980 — An ordinance to appropriate 
$115,791 from Cumulative Capital Improvement for Operating As- 
sistance. 


. Appropriation Qrdinance No. 49, 1980 — An ordinance to appropriate 
$300,000 from Cumulative Capital Improvement for Third Street 
Overpass. 
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Republican Councilman 
Against Hiring Lawyer 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS, Star Sit Writer 


|. City Councilman Bill Price believes the city administration has enough 
| attorneys and opposes a bill to appropriate $14,044 for a police department legal 
adviser. 

Price, the only Republican on the nine-member City Council, stated his 
opinion on the bill during a Thursday night public hearing at City Hall. The 
council discussed five appropriation ordinances up for vote at the Feb. 12 
meeting, including a $10,000 request for codification of city ordinances, $59,535 
for salaries of school crossing guards, $43,848 for police radio operators and 
‘$16,530 for police records clerks. 

All appropriations are from the federal revenue sharing fund. 

Price said following the meeting he would rather increase the pay of the city 
attorney and assistant city attorney than to hire a third attorney as a legal 
adviser. The city has hired a police legal adviser for the last six years and 
recently named Harold J. Bitzegaio to the position after Bill Teeguarden 
resigned to become assistant prosecutor in Clay County. 

“I don't think we need a third attorney, We have a city attorney and assistant 
city attorney and I would rather increase the pay in that office than to hire 
another attorney for $14,044," Price explained. 

He said the Larrison administration did without a police legal adviser and 
asked Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk what the impact would be if the position 
was eliminated. 

Loudermilk said two cases against the police department are ‘‘dangling in the 
courts" and suggested to hire a private attorney to represent the department 
would exceed the $14,044 for a police legal adviser. The chief said Bitzegaio 
would be used to handle almost all cases involving the department. 

City Attorney Robert O. Effner said he would welcome additional compensa- 
tion, but claimed the workload on him and Assistant City Attorney Bob 
Hellmann is ‘‘enough.”’ 

“We already have enough work. We would like to have more money, but what 
we need is more time. I think a third attorney to advise the police department 
is needed," Effner said after the meeting. 

Councilman Bill Jarvis suggested using the police legal adviser for other 
purposes such as rewriting some ordinances which are vague. 

A $10,000 appropriation ordinance brought before the council Thursday would 
provide funds for codification of al! city ordinances. The city administration 
intends to contract a company to bring ordinances up to date and compile them 
for reference. It has been nearly 10 years since the ordinances were codified. 

City Clerk Edward “Nick” Peters supports the codification proposal and has 
pushed for it since last year. 

“It is something we need done and i favor the appropriation regardless of 
which office works with the person or company hired to do it,” Peters said. 

The ordinance currently reads to appropriate the $10,000 to the city attorney's 
office, but Effner said he recommends the legislation be amended to 
appropriate the funds for the city clerk's office. 
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By J. BLAINE AKERS, Star Staff Writer 


A local transportation official claims the state government has ‘bargained 
in bad faith” by shortchanging Terre Haute in its share of mass transit 
operating assistance funds. . 

Pat Martin, transportation planner for West Central Indiana Economic 
Development. revealed the problem during Thursday night's meeting of the 
Terre Haute City Council. The council acted on several appropriation 
ordinances. legislation authorizing the creation of an urban renewal plan, and 
a resolution dealing with an application for mass transit capital assistance 
monev. 

Martin said the state government owes Terre Haute $211,000 in operating 
assistance money for deficits the city's bus utility has suffered. He said the 
federal government has paid its share of the operating assistance grant and that 
the city had appropriated its portion. 

"They claim there is only $66,000 left in their budget. We have demanded our 
share and, as recently as yesterday (Wednesday), they: told us we would be 
getting a check for $102.000 this Monday," Martin said of the state. 

According to Martin, state revenue for operating assistance funds has 
declined because of the decrease in gasoline sales. He said the operating 
assistance funds are generated from state gasoline taxes. ] 

"The bus utility is operating in the red because we haven't received the 
money and it's creating problems. We would not have this problem if the state 
would not have bargained in bad faith," charged Martin. : 

Mayor Pete Chalos said other cities such as Indianapolis and Muncie have 
received their share of the grant and wants an investigation into practices of 
the state government. 

"There is no reason why some cities are getting their money and others are 
not." Chalos said Thursday night. : : 

City Clerk Edward “Nick” Peters offered the council a suggestion which 
would increase funds in the city treasury by taking them from the state's 
coffers. Peters recommended the council enact an ordinance changing the 
speed zones in the city, placing them under city legislation rather than state. 

"By changing the speed laws, the fines collected for most traffic violations 
would be deposited in the city's general fund rather than going to the state, 
Peters explained. 

A financial report for the clerk's office indicates only 28 percent of the money 
collected by his office in 1980 went into the city's general fund. i 

“We collected $379.035. The city got $105,790 and only $84,351 went into the 
general fund. If we make violations city violations, then the money will stay 
in Terre Haute." the clerk said. 


The Indiana General Assembly passed legislation last year allowing city 
governments to change speed zone 1? ws and place them under their jurisdiction. 

City councilmen passed five appropriation ordinances including a bill to pay 
a police legal adviser $14.044 annually. Councilman Bill Price opposed the bill 
claiming city administrations in 24 of the last 32 years had done without a police 
legal adviser. 

“Other departments in the city don't have a legal adviser and I think we are 
setting a precedent by allowing this to pass," Price said prior to the vote on 
the ordinance. 

"If government would spend more time trying to cut out the fat out of budgets 
rather than spending time looking for loopholes, the taxpayers would be a lot 
better off," Price remarked. 

The ordinance for the legal adviser passed 8-1, but Councilman Bill Jarvis 
asked that the dutigs of the adviser be monitored for. future funding 
considerations. ELM 

Jarvis supported a resolution establishing an urban renewal plan for Terre 
Haute, but said the city administration needs to enforce its laws governing junk 
vehicles and trashy lots. The urban renewal plan covers 58 percent of the city 
and. according to Marc Elliott, director of the redevelopment department, is 
designed to acquire, clean up and put into productive use nearly 1,300 vacant 
lots in the city. 

Elliott said at least 50 of the sites are to be used for public housing (Turnkey) 
and other lots will be made available to persons interested in building new 
houses. to homeowners having property adjacent to the vacant sites and to 
persons wanting to garden the lots. 

The council okayed appropriations of $59,535 for funds to pay 63 school 
crossing guards, $10.000 for codification of the city's municipal code, $43,848 for 
funds to pay salaries of four civilian radio operators used by the police 
department, and $16,530 for two police records room clerks. 
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The state owes Terre Haute 
$211,000 for bus operations and the 
city is demanding payment now, ac- 
cording to local officials. 

Pat Martin, transportation ' plan- 
ner, reported’ to the City Council 
Thursday night that the state has yet 
to pay its share of a 1980 operating 
assistance grant previously. agreed 
upon through a federal program. The 
city and the federal government have 
paid their parts of the program, he 
reported. — 

The state bargained i in ‘‘bad faith" 
by not paying its share of the grant, 
Martin stated. 

Council President Ray Azar asked 
if the transit utility had any plans for 


cutting costs should the money did. 


not arrive. 


Mayor Pete Chalos said that when - 


the city starts talking about cutting 
costs, it is talking about cutting 
service. He said the administration 
wanted to make the council aware of 
the problem now in case any cuts 
needed to be considered in the future. 
What the non-payment means is the: 
city is building up a bus system debt 
-again and that is a situation it wants 
to avoid, Chalos said. 
= State officials report the city will 
not have to worry too long about the 
lack of at least part of the money. 
John Parsons, administrator of the 
Division of Public Transportation in 
the State Planning Services Agency, 
said the payment process "is in the 
works right now” for $121,139 of the 
total. The city should receive that 
portion some time next week, 
-Parsons told the TRIBUNE today. 
Just when the remainder of the 
total; will- come in is unknown, 
arsons:said. 
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The agency matches federal grants 
with a share of state sales tax money 
it receives and those revenues have 
been down, Parsons said. Terre 


Haute gets a certain percentage of ` 


that money and its percentage cur- 
rently has been used up, he stated. 
In other business Thursday, the 
council approved appropriation or- 
dinances for five city services. 
Only one of those measures met 
any opposition. It appropriates 


$14,044 for a police legal adviser and . 


it passed 8-1. 


Councilman William Price voted : 


against it saying other city depart- 
ments do not have special counsel. He 
said last week the police work could 
be handled by the city attorney and 
the assistant city attorney. 

Although voting in favor of the 
police. legal adviser, Councilman 
William Jarvis said he cast his vote 
“reluctantly”. He asked that a list of 
duties for the legal adviser be drawn 
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up so the council will know if “he’s 
earning his money." 

Speaking in support of the legal 
adviser, Police Chief Gerald 
Loudermilk said other departments 
do not have to deal with the law as 
much as police officers. The adviser 
supplies advice and represents the 
department and officers in lawsuits, 
he explained. 

Other appropriation amounts ap- 
proved Thursday were: $59,535 for 
school crossing guards; $10,000 for 
updating city laws into one book; 
$43,848 for four police radio 
operators; and $16,530 for two police 
records room clerks. 

Also at Thursday's session, the 
council gave its okay to an urban: 
renewal plan for recovery of some 
vacant properties in the city. 

The program is to be administered 
through the Department of Re- 
development. The plan designates 58 
percent of the city as a blighted area 
in regards to vacant property. . 
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Under suspension of the rules, the 
City Council approved and amend- 
"ment to General Ordinance 1 regard- 
-ing pawnshops and secondhand stores 
"at the regular meeting Thursday in 

-City Hall. 


Strongly supported by “Chief of 
Police Gerald Loudermilk, the 
‘amendment will enable the police 
department to check ' not only 
pawnshops and secondhand stores, 
‘but dealers ini precious metals and 
coins, . dealers in. secondhand 
merchandise and transient coin and 
precious meta! dealers. 


“The law required pawnshops and 


secondhand dealers to keep records of : 


pawns or sales of jewelry, watches, 
precious metals and other items, 
which could be checked by the police 
department. at. regular intervals," 
Chief Loudermilk stated. ‘‘This im- 
portant amendment. will strengthen 
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the original e nt expand its! 
coverage to transient dealers i in coins | 
and precious metals.” 

The amendment also requires a 
license to be obtained by all suchi 
dealers at. a cost of $25 fot; cachi 
location. 

“Our detectives check the My 
of the shops and stores, and have 
often been able to make arrests as a’ 
result of this invetigation,’” 
Loudermilk remarked. “The amend- 
ment strengthens this phase of the 
law, and: will enable us to expand our 
coverage of possible outlets for stolen 
items." .- 

The amendment also. prohibits de- 
alers from pledging’ (pawn) or 
purchasing any item from a person 
under 18 years of age; ar receive any 
pledge (pawn) or purchase from any 
person who is known by the dealer to 
be a thief, or associate of a mel or 
receiver of sales property... 
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Members of the Terre Haute Cit 
Council in regular session Thursday 
evening in City Hall approved the 
controversial annexation ordinance 
which will add a portion of Honey 
Creek township to the corporate 
limits of the city. 


Fifty percent of the property 
owners in the annexed area have 60 
days in which to file remonstrances. 
After that time, the ordinance 
becomes law. 


When questioned about the addi- 
tional tex revenue the area would 


bring to the city, Mayor Pete Chalos 
estimated the additional revenue 
would be approximately $250,000. 
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The annexation ordinance has been 
before the council for several weeks, 
as the city administration extended 
efforts to acquaint the public and 
particularly those residents and busi- 
ness firms within the area what had 
to be done under state law. This 
included sewage service, police and 
fire protection, street maintance, 
public health services and other city 
services. 

The Council also failed to approve 
rezoning a residence at 1227 S. 6th St. 
from a family to rooming house 
classification to enable the sale to a 
fraternity house, and utilization as a 
fraternity house by Delta Sigma Phi. 


Vigo County Public Library 


This rezoning had been strongly 
opposed by the Farrington Grove 
Association, with several meetings, 
being held to encourage support for 
the defeat of the ordinance. 

Rezoning of property at 2335 
Cleveland Ave. was approved to 
enable City Plumbing & Heating Co. 
to expand its business facilities. 

Passage of an ordinance under sus- 
pension of the rules would enable 
immediate annexation of Holiday Inn 
into the city. The property is owned 
by Crescent Motel Corp., the action 
being taken to enable the firm to 
obtain ADC bonds. 

Ordinances introduced for first re- 
ading at the meeting werewere re- 
ferred to» proper comune tces for 
study. 
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City Councilman William (Price 
doesn’t go along with the apparent 
news boycott imposed by Terre Haute 
Mayor Pete Chalos and other city 
officials against reporters of the 
Tribune-Star. 

“My own personal opinion is that 
they should have stayed out of it,” 
Price told a Star reporter following 
Thursday’s meeting of the city coun- 


cil. 

“I'm staying out of it...I think the 
people elected the city officials to do ' 
the right job, and I think the com- 
munity should know what's going 
on.” 
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Price, the lone Repüblican member 
of the city council, also said that 
"City government shouldn't take any 
position at all," on the strike. 

“I don't think the city has any 
involvement in it all, and therefore I 
don't support the position they took,” 
Price said. 

Price added that he would continue 
to release information and answer 
questions asked by Tribune-Star re- 
porters. 


Chalos and City Council President 
Ray Azar, as well as other city 
officials, have refused to comment 
directly to reporters from the papers. 


rice Says Administration 
T ews Reporters 


Both have said they will only respond 
to questions asked by Tribune-Star 
management personnel. 

The boycott began about two weeks 
ago when city officials and others in 
Terre Haute were mailed letters 
from the Terre Haute Newspaper 
Guild reportedly asking for support in 
the strike which is now almost eight 
weeks old. 

Both the mayor and the city council 


' president have said that they think 


releasing information to Tribune-Star 
reporters is helping to prolong the 
strike. 

Following last Thursday's ‘‘sun- 
shine" meeting, Azar refused to 
answer a specific question put to*him 
by a Star reporter, saying that he 
would have ''no comment" as long as 
the strike continues. He refered to the 
letter mailed him by the Terre Haute 
Newspaper Guild. 
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By PATRICIA MAA 
Tribune Staff Writer 
City officials with appropriation 
requests before the council, attorneys 
and one client with business up for 
review, and a man presenting a pro- 
posal for a new city courtroom 
"sound system" were the only atten- 
dees at Thursday's ‘‘sunshine 
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session" of the Terre Haute City 
Council in which federal revenue 
sharing funds requests totalling 


$575,889 were discussed. 

A $230,000 federal revenue sharing 
request for the Fire Department in- 
cluded defined needs such as 100 new 
air packs, at least one new am- 
bulance and repairs to existing equip- 
ment among the other things. A 
spokesman said the fire department’s 
air packs had been declared unsafe by 
OSHA and they would all have to be 
replaced. 

The city police department re- 
quested $166,343 from federal revenue 
sharing monies to include funds for 20 
new police cars, school crossing 
guard salaries and new equipment 
including new .357 magnum handguns 
for the force to replace carrent 
weapons which are between 15 and 20 
years old, according to police chief 
Gerald Loudermilk. 

The city park department seeks 
$122,000, which includes a $33.000 ap- 
propriation for Hyte Community 
Center, $11,000 for a new dump truck 
and $65,000 for materials. Council 
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nea Ray Azar told park depart- 
ment director Pat Ralston. “I think 
you deserve a vote of confidence and 
thanks," in relation to park cleanli- 
ness and the department’s efforts. 

Other requests included $3,500 for 
the building inspection department; 
$23.246. finance department; $3,500, 
engineering department; and $25,000, 
legal department. 

In relation to the legal department 
request, Mayor Pete Chalos indicated 
the funds would cover settlements 
against the city. "I think you're 
aware of some of the settlements," 
he told the council. 


Several special ordinances, includ- 
ing one to authorize the street com- 
mission to designate “no parking" 
areas for street cleaning purposes, 
were discussed. 

Also, ordinances to provide traffic 
control (stop and yield signs) in the 
Edgebrook subdivision were re- 
viewed. 

Rezoning ordinances discussed in- 
cluded: an ordinance to rezone pro- 
perty owned by Union Hospital to a 
C-2 classification for parking ex- 
pansion; an ordinance to rezone pro- 
perty at 29th and Poplar as R-3 to 
allow condominium construction; an 
ordinance to rezone property at 25 S. 
l7ths St. as C-2 for parking: and an 
ordinance to rezone property east of 
the Ft. Harrison Industrial Park as 
R-1. 
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Council Discusses Money 
M atters- ‘For 8 3 Departments, 


> ANC € | 
m tne Cou of $575,889 in 
revenue sharing funds requested by 
eight different city departments was 
discussed Thursday night at the a 
sunshine meeting of the Terre Haute 
City Council. 


The requests included funds to ` 


finance the operation of the Charles 
T. Hyte Community Center. The 
center's United Way funding was cut 
to about a third this year. 

A total of $33,000 was requested for 
the center as part of $122,000 in 
federal revenue sharing funds sought 
by the city Park Department. 

Other departments seeking federal 
revenue sharing funds included the 
fire department which asked for 
$230,000 including money for 100 new 
air packs and $33,000 for a new 
ambulance. The air packs which the 
department now has have been 
declared unsafe by OSHA council was 
told. 

The police department requested 
$166,343 which would include funds 
for equipment, 20 new police cars and 
School crossing guard salaries for 
next fall. 
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Additional requests were from the 
building inspector's office for $3,500; 
finance department, $23,246; 
engineering department, $3,500; and 
legal department, $25,000. 

Council also discussed several 
special ordinances including an or- 
dinance which would authorize the 
Street commission to designate ‘‘no 
parking" areas to clean the streets. 

Rezoning ordinances discussed in- 
cluded: an ordinance to rezone pro- 
perty purchased by Union Hospital to 
C-2 so the hospital could use the 
property for parking areas; an or- 
dinacne to rezone property at 29th and 
Poplar as R-3 to allow construction of 
16 condominiums; an ordinance to 
rezone property at 25 S. 17th St. as C-2 
for parking; and an ordinance to 
rezone property east of the Ft. Har- 
rison Industal Park as R-1. 

Several ordinances which would 
provide traffic control in the 
Edgebrook subdivision were dis- 
cussed. It was noted that there is no 
traffic control in the area and resi- 
dents have made numerous requests 
that something be done. 


Library 
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Best use of federal funds 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

While discussion of guns. dump trucks. 
calculators and ambulances may 2 s 
air when the Terre Haute Cit 
meets in regular session ssion Thursda 
City Hall Courtroom at 7:30 p.m., ihe Sed 
issue may be a larger. abstract one. 

Drawing on converations with City 
Councilman Larry Kirchner and William 
Price, it seems the council will probably 
wrestle with the question of what's the 
best use — based on need — of federal 
funds appropriated to the city through 
revenue sharing. 

(City council president Ray Azar 
declined to comment on any council busi- 
ness due to the strike by the Terre Haute 
Newspaper Guild against the Tribune-Star 
Publishing Co. Although Azar has taken 
the position of not talking with working 
reporters, he did clarify he will respond to 
questions from management personnel.) 

Commenting on several requests for 
federal revenue sharing funds, which were 
discussed during last week's information 
(“sunshine”) session, Price told The 
TRIBUNE, “I don't think we had adequate 
answers to some of the questions. 

“If the department heads are not there 
(at the meeting Thursday) to answer the 
questions that I have, I’m not going to be 
for it (approving the requests)," Price 
remarked. 

Kirchner said he looks “for the council 
to question the appropriations" and in- 
dicated that several council members. will 
be seeking more detailed justifications 
than were provided last week. 

Kirchner doesn’t expect a large public 
turn-out for this week's meeting, ‘... 
most people aren't too interested," he 
said, specifically in relation to federal 
revenue sharing appropriations. 

Federal revenue sharing requests by six 
city departments and two other offices 
represent a total of $575,889 up for council 
approval, along with several rezoning or- 
dinances. 

Departments seeking more than $100,000 
in federal funds include the fire ($230,000), 
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police ($166,343) and parks ($122,000) de- 
partments. 


The fire department request, according 
to a cost breakdown titled “Federal Re- 
venue Sharing Proposed Ideas," which 
was given to council members by acting 
city controller Tharon Geckeler, includes 
the following items and estimated ex- 
penses: 100 air packs at $1,200 each (total 
$120.000); 12 1/2" nozzles at $600 each 
($7,200); 10 booster nozzles at $400 each 
($4,000); 10 212" nozzles at $1,200 each 
($12,000); 10 fans at $800 each ($8,000); 10 
hose clamps at $600 each ($6,000); one 
ambulance ($33,000); one air compressor 
for air tanks ($10,000); and repairs to 
existing equipment ($29,500). 

About the fire department air packs, 
Kirchner said, "I'm sure we'll have to 
discuss that more thoroughly." 


With the cost for 100 new packs pro- 
jected at $120,000, the figure represents 
more than half the fire department's total 
funding request. 

A fire department representative said 
that OSHA had ‘‘outlawed’’ the 
department’s air packs by charging that 
they don’t work "safely." 

"How often are 100 men at a fire?," 
Councilwoman Judith Anderson asked at 
last week's meeting. Discussion included 
mention that a fully-staffed shift includes 
about 31 firefighters, and that more are 
available on emergency call. 

The fire department spokesman said the 
request for 100 packs was ''enough for each 
man to have one (air pack) of his own.” He 
explained that fire officials thought up- 
keep and maintenance on the packs would 
be better if- each firefighter was in- 
dividually responsible for a pack. 

As discussion continued, Mrs. Geckeler 
commented, “‘... not knowing the status of 
revenue sharing, we thought we'd get what 
we need now." 
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may be real council issue 
A oser Look 


Meanwhile, Councilman Price re- 
marked this week, “I think it's foolish on 
the administration's part to spend money 
that we might not have anymore.... That 
defeats the purpose. They're just stockpil- 
ing. They're spending money on some 
equipment that they might not use for 
many years." 

However, he noted about the list of 
requests, ‘‘There’s no question that some 
of this is justified." But he also said, “I 
think a lot of this padded" and indicated a 
need to get "serious" about conservation 
in relation to several department's 're- 
quests. 

After brief discussions with Price and 
Kirchner, it seems that the major factor 
for consideration is not whether the re- 
quest for air packs should be approved, but 
whether all the requests represent the best 
use — based on need — for the monies 
available to the city through the federal 
program. 

"Im not sure we can afford to 
stockpile,” Kirchner said this week and 
clarified the “not sure" indicating that his 
opinion was open to change depending on 
what information is provided Thursday. 

Considering other department requests, 
Price expressed exception to the purchase 
of additional used state police cars which 
spokesmen indicated were available at a 
good price. . 

“I don't see why city employees should 
even be driving city cars," Price said. 
"We should take a more conservative 
viewpoint with our expenses in transporta- 
tion and the obvious, easy solution is to 
carpool.” 

The police department’s request for 
$166,343 in federal funds includes 
estimated costs for the following: 65 
school guards for 79 days, $44,793; 124 
guns, $9, 990; 20 police vehicles, $100,000; 
and crime control No. 727, $12,000. 

Funds totaling $122,000 for the parks 
department include the following items 
according to Mrs. Geckeler's list: Hyte 
Center. $33,000; repairs Collett Park 
Pavillion, $13,000: one dump. truck, 
$11.000; and materials, $65,000. 
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Council Gets Twelve New 
Ordinances For April Meet 


Terre Haute's City Council had 
twelve new ordinances and four re- 
solutions presented at the regular 
meeting Thursday, to be considered 
in April, both at the sunshine meeting 
a week prior to the regular Council 
session, and at the regular meeting 
the second Thursday. 

The ordinances were presented to 
the appropriate committee forstudy, 
and reporting back to the Council 
with recommendations. 

The committee may recommend 
passage, do not pass, no recommen- 
dation or being held for further study. 

Special Ordinance 19, 1981 ap- 
proves a contract with Public Service 
Indiana for street lighting. 

Ordinance 21 - Amends Special 
Ordinance 28, 1979 concerning han- 
dicapped parking. 

Ordinance 22 - Subdivision con- 
trol ordinance for Vigo County. 

Ordinance 23 - Amends Com- 
prehensive Zoning Ordinance 1967 to 
eliminate unnecssary delays in ac- 
quiring building permits for de- 
velopers and owners who are building 
or remodeling residences by permit- 
ting average building setbacks in 
areas already developed, and by re- 
ducing some restrictions on corner 
lots. 

Ordinance 24 - Encourages re- 
sidential development in vacant and 
blighted areas of the city by amend- 
ing the comprehensive zoning or- 
dinance of 1967 to permit single- 
family and two-family dwellings to be 
built on vacant lots which do not meet 
the minimum lot size requirements 
and were recorded priot to Nov. 3, 
1967. 

Ordinance 25 - enis Com- 
prehensive Zoning Ordinance of 1967 
ta make the minimum foot size re- 


quirements uniform with the Sub- 
division Control Ordinance. 

Ordinance 26 - Rezones property 
at 2938 N. 18th St. as Mobile Home 
Conditional Use. 

Ordinance 27 - Rezones property 
at 2335 through 2347 Cleveland as C-2. 

Ordinance 28 - Rezones property 
at 1449 Maple Ave. as R-3. 

Ordinance 29 - -Amends the 
municipal code concerning the mov- 
ing of Mobile Homes in the city. 

Ordinance 30 - Amends penalty 
for violations of Comprehensive Zon- 
ing Ordinance. 

Ordinance 32 - Rezones property 
at 2840 N. 14% St. as Mobile Home 
Conditional use. 

Resoltion 7 - Regarding proposed 
issuance of $3,000,000 in revenue 
bonds for Ampacet. 

Resolution 8 - Approves the 1981 
Community Block Development 
Grant application. 

Resolution 9 - Transfers $122 in 
budget of City Clerk. 

Resolution 10 - Transfers $10,000 
in budget of Street Department. 
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Council Approves 
City Loan Proposal 


The city is going to borrow money 
from itself in order to meet debt 
requirements. ` 

The City Council voted 8-1 Thurs- 
day night to allow City Controller 
Tharen Geckeler to borrow money 
from certain city accounts to loan to 
the general- fund to meet current 
financial obligations. 

Republican councilman Wiliam 
Price cast the only dissenting vote on 
the plan to borrow from city ac- 
counts. Price said he was not notified 
of the special meeting. Price arrived 
15 minutes late, just as the special 
session was ending and the regular 
sunshine meeting was about to begin. 

Following the meeting, Council 
President Ray Azar was asked why 
Price had not been notified about the 
special session, but refused to talk 
with a Tribune-Star reporter indicat- 
ing that he would have ‘no com- 
ment” because there is a strike in 
progress at the Tribune-Star. “I just 
received a letter today from the 
Terre Haute Newspaper Guild. I un- 
derstand you have a striké down there 
and I won't comment." Azar also said 
he felt talking to a reporter from the 
Tribune-Star was prolonging the 
strike. He said the strike was ''hurt- 
ing our community." 

He said the only way to end the 
strike was for ‘management and 
labor to get together." 

City officials said the money will 
be repaid to city accounts when the 
city receives the November tax set- 
tlement from the county treasurer's 
office. : 

Geckeler told the council she had 
no explanation why the tax payment 
had been delayed, but councilwoman 


Norma Spork said the problem at the 
treasurer’s office was one of book- 
keeping and meeting state require- 
ments. The November tax install- 
ment is usually paid to the city in 
January or early February. 

"There's really no estimation of 
how much it's going to cost the city to 
borrow the funds," Geckeler said. 
She said it could range from $8,000 to 
$20,000, depending on interest rates 
and how much longer it takes for the 
checks to be issued. 

Mayor Pete Chalos said, “If we 
don't pay our bills we'll get calls from 
vendors, employees and other peo- 
ple." Some employees have been him 
about future paychecks. 

The action to allow the city con- 
troller to borrow from city accounts 
came during a special council meet- 
ing Thursday. The special session 
preceded a regularly scheduled sun- 
shine meeting. 

Council members discussed in- 
formation from Public Service In- 
diana which said because fewer 
street lights had been installed than 
called for in original plans, it would 
result in a small savings to the city.” 

Chalos then announced plans to 
study the city street light system to 
see if the number of lights can be 
reduced to save money. He indicated 
there are certain parts of the city that 
have more lights than necessary. He| 
said he would implement a plan to cut, 
down on excess lighting. 

Also discussed was a proposal to 
encourage residential development in 
vacant and blighted areas of the city. 
An amended ordinance would all 
single-family and two-family dwell- 
ings to be built on vacant lots which 
don't meet minimum lot-size require- 
ments. 

A proposal was discussed to revise 
a 1979 city ordinance to clear up 
language dealing with subdivisions 
within the city. 

Gary Brett, executive director of 
the Area Planning Commission, said 
the new ordinance would spell out 
who would be in charge of road 
maintenance where private roads are 
allowed in a subdivision and it also 
would change requirements for one- 
lot subdivisions. 

Several rezoning requests also 
were discussed. 
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The special ordinance to annex 
areas of Honey Creek township re- 
ceived its first reading Thursday dur- 
ing a brief, special session of the 
Terre Haute City Council which pre- 
ceded the regularly scheduled ‘‘sun- 
shine session.” 

But the big issue, according to Ray 
Azar, council president, was dis- 
cussion of a special rezoning or- 
dinance for property at 1227 S. Sixth 
St. The real estate is slated for sale to 
a college fraternity if the zoning 
classification is changed. 

Azar said several people from the 
Farrington Grove area attended the 
meeting to voice their opposition to 
the ordinance. A contingent in favor 
of the ordinance was also present. 

“There were some interesting 
comments made and one of the sug- 
gestions was to maybe involve the 
residents in the' Farrington Grove 
area to advise the fraternities in 
matters of keeping up the property” 
and other considerations of mutual 
interest, Azar said. 

Explaining that a general dis- 
cussion related to fraternity housing 
ensued, Azar said some people ex- 
pressed hope that communications 
between Farrington Grove residents 


and fraternity representatives could 
be improved. 

Council action on the ordinance will 
be taken Thursday during the regular 
monthly session. — 

The second major topic — the 
annexation ordinance — was assigned 
to committee. Azar said public dis- 
cussion will occur April 2 during the 
next ‘‘sunshine meeting” and the city 
council vote will be April 9. 

Later this month, he indicated 
there would be a one-week public 
showing of maps and material perti- 
nent to the annexation ordinance. 
Azar commented, ''We're asking that 
written comments be made by pro- 
perty owners in the area." 

Other items discussed included a 
request by Terre Haute police chief 
Gerald Loudermilk that the council 
consider an ordinance to regulate 
pawn shops, second-hand stores and 
dealers in precious metals. . 

Accordig to Azar, Loudermilk 
stated in essence that ''he felt some 
of these fly-by-night outfits that come 
in and buy different things such as 
silver and gold, and so on, might 
unknowingly purchase stolen goods.” 


County Approves Fire, Police 
Department Funds, Buys Cars 
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By GERALD P. GRIMES 

Star Staff Writer 

Several fund appropriations were 
approved by the city council during 
its regular meeting Thursday even- 
ing, including money alloted to the 
fire department for additional sup- 
plies and equipment and. the police 
department for the purchase of 
weapons, ammunition and patrol 
cars. 

Additionally, the engineering and 
building inspection departments were 
alloted funds for the purchase of 
additional staff cars, and the mayor’s 
office was given the money to 
purchase a new computerized 
memory typwriter. Funding was also 
approved for the finance and legal 
departments. 

e city will dip into its Federal 
Revenue Sharing Fund to pay for the 
requests approved by the council 
Thursday. 

The fire department appeared first 
before the council to ask for some 
$230,000 in Federal Revenue Sharing 
Funds to purchase approximately 100 
pressured air back pack systems for 


Tighting fires within a building. 


Councilman Larry Kirchner ques- 


tioned fire chief Robert Osborn about 


the need for so many tanks. He 
reasoned that since there could only 
be slightly more than 30 firemen at 
any given fire site battling a blaze, 
most tanks probably would be a part 
of a stockpile. He asked if the equip- 
ment could be purchased as per im- 
mediate need, and the remainder of 
the funds used elswhere. 

His comments touched off a 
number of statements by Osborn and 
another fire department spokesman, 
William Terrell, that the tanks as 


well as additonal peices of equipment 
would be needed. ''We do need equip- 
ment very bad," Terrell said. “Our 
ropes, for example, I know have not 
been replaced in over 14 years. We 
need straight ladders...we need a lot 
of things." 

Kirchner motioned that the fire 
departments proposal be ammended 
to purchase only 50 air tank systems 
and the remaining money requested 
be spent on other peices of equipment 
needed by the department with coun- 
cil approval. The motion passed with 
the only council president Ray Azar 
voting “no.” 

"Do we really need a $2,300 

memory typewriter for the mayor's 
office," Price asked of Mayor Pete 
Chalos. “I mean, have you checked 
around to see if this is the best buy? 
I've talked to people who say that you 
can buy one cheaper than that.. don't 
know have you checked this out?" 


With some discussion, the measure 
alloting the funds passed with Price 
casting a lone ''no" vote. 

In questioning the request for funds 
by the engineering and building in- 
spection departments — which will be 
used for the purchase of used state 
police cars as staff vehicles — Price 
said he thought “a better buy” could 
be made. He questioned the wisodom 
of buying used police cars, which use 
more gasoline and may be costly in 
maintainence. 


In other action taken Thursday, the 
subdivision control ordiance was held 
in committee for futher discussion on 
how the proposal should be worded. 
Other measures approved by the 
council include: 
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| By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Ellis “Big Shoe” Mills, of barbecue 
fame, practically moved people to 
tears — of laughter — Thursday at 
the regular session of the Terre Haute 
City Council after he thanked the 
group for its passage of, a resolution 
honoring him “‘for his contributions to 
the business community” and shared 
a few anecdotes and one-liners. 

By the close ;- three-hour 
meeting, Federal '...aue Sharing 
Funds of $574,889 were e approved as 
requested, with the exception of a 
$1,000 cut to the finance department's 
request and an amendment stipulat- 
ing a change in usage of the fire 
department's appropriation. 

"Big Shoe" .received a key to 
the Ctty from Mayor Pete Chalos, and 
Rep. Darrell Felling, D-Terre Haute, 
recited a resolution, similar to the 
city council’s, which was adopted by 
the Indiana General Assembly in re- 
cognition of Mills. 

A businessman for about 39 years, 
Mills said he owed tal to “that little 
girl called Gladys V. Mills," his wife. 

On the serious side. Fire Chief 
Robert Osborn told the council, '*Now 
I've got. most of the people... con- 
vinced that they need smoke detec- 
tors to get out of that house, now J 
need to convince you people to give us 
air packs so we can get in and put the 
fire out." 

Part of the fire department" S re- 
quest for $230,000 «included an 
estimated $120,000 før 100 air packs. 

n amendment to ‘the ordinance, 
which the council passed. was recom- 
mended by Councilman Larry 
Kirchner and stipula 


packs be purchased ài “the balance 


ed that 60 air ` 
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be used for supplies or equipment 
with the council's approval. 

In the course of discussion, the fire 
chief and William Terrell, president 
of the firefighters local, noted that 
ropes have not been replaced for 14 
years, new straight ladders and other 
equipment are needed and one of the 
firetrucks is about 22 years old. 
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v. police depártment's approved 
appropriation will also provide 
salaries for 65 school guards and 124 
new .357 magnum guns. 

An appropriation of $122,000 to the 
parks department was approved with 
minimal discussion: 

A finance department request for 
five calculators at an estimated cost 
of $2.000 was reduced to $1,000 by an 


Jarvis said he didn’t want to ‘be a party to cutting this 
budget and then have to go to some of these firefighters’ 
funerals because we pinched*a few pennies.’ 


, 

"We do need equipment very 
bad.... We need every penny of that 
money,” Terrell said. 

“From a safety standpoint, I think 
we should give this department ever- 
ything they need," Councilman 
William H. Jarvis said. He added that 
he didn't want to “be a party to 
cutting this budget and then have to 
go to some of these firefighters' 
funerals because we pinched a few 
pennies.” 

On the practical side, he noted, 
"Fire insurance rates are based on 
how well our fire department is 


` equipped." 


The council also approved a 
$166,343 revenue sharing appropria- 
tion for the police department. 

Chief of Police Gerald Loudermilk 
explained that the $100,000 requested 
for police vehicles was for 20 cars or 
“however ‘nany can be afforded.” 
The cars Will be ‘‘fleet’’ additions, 
meaning they are scheduled for use 


24-hours a tay. 
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amendment recommended by Coun- 
cilman William Price and an ap- 
propriation totaling $22,246 was ap- 
proved by the council. 

With several rezonings before the 
council, a Union Hospital request for 
a zoning change in order to build 
parking lots caused the most dis- 
cussion. All rezonings were approved. 

The council approved the hospital’s 
request to rezone property at 1518, 
1700 and 1710 N. 6% St., 1700 N. 6th, 
and 1701, 1711, 1715 and 1721 N. Fifth 
St., but some council members ex- 
pressed concern over the issue and 
Jarvis and Councilwoman Norma 
Spork voted against the rezoning. 

Local attorney Robert Ratcliffe, 
representing Union Hospital said, 
“There have been, I understand, 
some rumors — gossip — to the effect 
that the hospital is seeking this rezon- 
ing in order that they can turn around 
and sell this real estate at a profit. I 
assure everyone of you — that is 
false. 
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“It (Union) is a not-for-profit 
hospital, and I wish to emphasize 
that, people," Ratcliffe said. “And, 
there isn’t anybody taking a manage- 
ment profit out of that hospital. The 
one and only reason the hospital is 
expanding is to provide more and 
better patient care for our citizens." 


A resident of North 62 Street, Ms. 
Myrna Handley, told the council, “I 
think Mr. Ratcliffe’s remarks were 
defensive in terms of the 
neighborhood protest to what Union 
Hospital was doing...." 

She said the North 6% Street area 
is ‘‘not a neighborhood of people with 
a lot of money, but it is a 
neighborhood. ... 

“I wouldn't feel right if I didn't 
come up here and say that you're (the 
council) destroying the neighborhood 
finally... in voting for that (rezon- 
ing)," Ms. Handley said. 

“The problem that we have here is 
not really with Union Hospital, but 
with your neighbors who sell to Un- 
ion," said Councilwoman June 
Hanley. 

However, Council President Ray 
Azar said it was “presumptuous” of 
the hospital to tear homes down. And, 
Councilwoman Judith Anderson re- 
ferred to past discussions over zoning 
and said, '"Parking.lots do not pay 
taxes.” 


Ratcliffe replied" that vandalism 
necessitates lot clearing. On the sub- 
ject of taxes, it was noted by 
Kirchner that property values do not 
decrease due to parking lot ex- 
pansion. He indicated that the 
employment of 1,050 people by Union 
Hospital was contributing to the 
economy and community welfare. 


Revenue sharing to be cut; 
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city to evaluate priorities 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Anyone who has ever saved and set 
money aside for a necessity item only 
to find that three days before making 
the purchase yet another essential 
household item has “died” and an 
expected increase in salary was 
wishful thinking — a decrease is the 
reality — may be able to relate to a 
financial dilemma the city is current- 
ly facing. 

Federal revenue sharing fund cuts 
representing more than a one-half 
million dollar decrease over the past 
three years will include a decrease in 
1982 entitlements, which will pro- 
bably cut into planned spending from 
recent City- Council approved ap- 
propriations, according to an announ- 
cement today by Mayor Pete Chalos 
during his ‘‘Tuesday with the Press” 
news conference. 

“They'll probably reflect into cuts 
beginning now," Chalos said of the 
notification of decreased funds to be 
received by the city. 

Chalos said the decrease 
represents "a shade over 50 percent 


cut in federal revenue sharing funds , 


for the city to operate with.” 

Citing top priorities as the fire and 
police departments, Chalos said new 
street department equipment would 
probably rank as a third priority in 
his estimation. 

To determine where the cuts will 
be made, Chalos said, "We'll meet 
with all department heads several 
times this week." 

The mayor said he isn't in support 
of across-the-board percentage cuts 
for each city department. Instead, he 
indicated priorities will be 
established and then the necessary 
cuts will be made. 

"We'll take a look at every cent 


" MAY 26 
that's in the eres nS every cent 
that’s been approved,” he com- 
mented. "Some of the services 
funded through federal revenue shar- 
ing — we'll have to examine very 
carefully." 

Citing federal administration 
philosophies currently being im- 
plemented, Chalos said, “All Terre 
Hauteans have to get used to the next 
few months... reduced services and 
increased local taxes.” 

But the mayor also said an increase 
in local taxes probably would not be 
approved by the State Board of Tax 
Commissioners. 

When asked if there would be 
money for pay raises for police and 
fire department personnel, Chalos 
replied, “I don't know. I think, if any 
— very little, based on new assessed 
valuation." 

Regarding possible layoffs, Chalos 
said, "We've already laid off quite a 
few in the last year." He said addi- 
tional layoffs would be a.''last re- 


Sort" because he said more layoffs 
would reduce services offered by the 
city. 

Noting, for example, that the police 
department employs some civilian 
radio operators, Chalos said his pre- 
ference would be to retain the radio 
operators and ‘‘keep the police on the 
street.” 

The allocation is based on Census 
Bureau population figures for Terre 
Haute showing 61,125 bodies with a 
per capita income of $5,198. Chalos 
said City Controller Tharon Geckeler 
has been instructed to ‘‘follow 
through" on a challenge of the 
population figure and other data and 
referred to a June 19 deadline. 

On another subject — proposed 
lane changes in the Twelve Points 
area — the mayor said, ''We probably 
will make very few adjustments in 
that traffic pattern." According to 
the mayor's administrative assistant 
Kaye Hoole, the proposed traffic plan 
will be adjusted. 
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Rezoning requ 


By` PATRICIA KRAPESH 
: Tribune Staff Writer 


Some members of the Terre Haute | 


‘City Council said last week they 
wanted more information before act- 
ing tonight on a request to rezone a 
northside property for light industrial 
use. The council will meet at 7:30 p.m 
in the City Hall courtroom. 
| Council member June Hanley told 
. The TRIBUNE the rezoning request 
‘is a little different because a lot of 
councilmen have a feeling toward 
anyone involved with chemicals. 

“I just have bad feelings for it, 
she said. ‘‘When it's in a residential 
neighborhood you have to protect the 
residents," she added in relation to 
her concerns about what could 
possibly happen as a result of pro- 
posed rezoning. 

The rezoning request for property 
designated as 3312 N. 12th St. may be 
‘a source of some controversy at 
tonight’s session. Property owner 
Abraham Ashkin’s ties as-a local 
chemical business owner and re- 
ported complaints stemming from his 
.business apparently stimulated some 
concern by citizens in the area about 
whether chemicals would be stored at 
the rezoned location. 

Ashkin contended last week a 
‘possible ''misunderstanding" ex- 
isted. His plans, according to the 
draft of the special ordinance, are to 
lease a building located on the proper- 
ty for “the operation of a shop for 
designing and fabricating special 
machinery and general machine 
work.” 

At last week's sunshine session 

(where no official action is taken) 


Cato 


some council members expressed dis- 
agreement over the request to change 
the zoning classification of the pro- 
perty from R-1 (single-family re- 
sidence ). 

"That's the way it should be," said 
council president Ray Azar of the 
opinion differences among the nine 
council members. “I personally want 
to withhold an opinion until more 
information is available Thursday,” 
he said. 

Due to the concern expressed at the 
meeting, city engineer Louis 
Glascock recommended that 
representatives from the city's build- 
ing inspection office and the county's 
area planning office inspect the pro- 
perty. 

Acting building inspector Cathy 
Batton said notification was mailed 
Wednesday to Ashkin about the re- 
moval of barrels from 1432 Ash St. 
where his business, Continental 
Chemical Corp., was formerly 
located. 

After a fire at the Ash Street 
business about one year, Ms. Batton 
said Ashkin moved to a 13th and Plum 
Streets location. ''Since then 
neighbors have complained about 
barrels stored at the old location," 
she said. 

Describing the barrels as corrosive 
and possibly the source of skin irri- 
tants, Ms. Batton said there is no 
indication that dangerous or toxic 
chemicals are stored in them. 
However, due to complaints received 
by the city, Ms. Batton said Ashkin 
will have 30 days to comply with the 
notification to move and properly 
store them. 
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Na lan@ use planner 
Robert Baer, said his research in 
connection with the rezoning request 
was based on two factors. One is that 
city officials expressed concern that 
hazardous chemicals might be stored 
at the location proposed to be re- 
zoned. The second, according to Baer 
was that the description of the pro- 
perty was unclear. 

"Mr. Ashkin exhibited some con- 
fusion as to what property — what 
lots — he actually wanted zoned and 
we're trying to clear that up," Baer 
explained. 

Ashkin originally requested that 
four lots — out of six adjacent lots — 
be rezoned. He then changed his 
request to a single lot which is not the 
3312 N. 12th address, but could pro- 
bably be classfied 3314 N. 12th St., 
according to Baer. 

Baer said that in his opinion zoning 
for the machine shop "probably 
wouldn't be detrimental" to the area. 
However, he suggested that some 
clarifications would be recommended 
in the ordinance. Additional informa- 
tion will be made available to the 
council for tonight's meeting. 

Both Baer and Ms. Batton also 
suggest issuance of a “certificate of 
use and occupancy" in connection 
with the property, which could, for 
example, require that only chemicals 
customarily accessory to a machine 
shop be permitted to be used or stored 
at the location. 

The certificate also might stipulate 
securing applicable permits from the 
fire department and could also in- 
clude an expiration date insuring 
building inspection for conformance 
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before a new certificate would be 
issued. 

The significance of the certificate 
would be insurance “that the city 
knows what actually would be there,” 
Baer explained. 

‘I don't think there's any problem 
with having the machine shop there. 
ButIthink what they (some members 
of the council) were concerned about 
is that there are several buildings on 
those lots. I think the city wants to be 
assured that it will be a machine shop 
there — that it won't be turned into a 
chemical storage depot or anything,” 
he said. 

Tonight's council agenda also in- 
cludes three appropriation or- 
dinances. Two requests totaling 
$308.250.34 are for money from the 
“special” local road and street fund 
to be allocated to the ''local" road 
and street fund. 

Street commissioner Bill Ridge 
last week said that $300,000 would be 
needed for scheduled street and road 
repairs this summer. The additional 
$8.250.34 is to pay the remaining 
balance on the city's earlier purchase 
of new street sweepers. 

The third money request is from 
the city clerk's office. The original 
appropriation ordinance is for $11,000 
from the general fund. However, the 
amount is expected to be amended to 
$5,000 tonight, according to a request 
by city clerk Nick Peters in deference 
to the city's money problems stem- 
ming from outstanding funds owed to 
the city. 

Other rezoning requests include 
1422 Plum St. (from R-2 to C-1) and 
331, 333, and 335 S. Mth St. 


Police expectet 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Terre Haute city police are not 
"officially" scheduled to a r at 
the “sunshine” session of the Terre 
Haute City Council at 7:30 p.m. 
tonight in City Hall. However, an 
appearance — en masse — is ex- 
pected to occur. 

If the police department makes the 
showing, and if a spokesman requests 
` to address the council, the council 
will have to vote to recognize the 
request. 

“If it’s not on the agenda, then it's 
out of order unless I have a motion for 
them to speak," Council President 
Ray Azar said. 

City wage ordinances, which in- 
clude police and fire department 
wages, are to be introduced for a first 
reading Thursday, July 9, according 
to Azar. (See related article concern- 
ing the police department's wage 
proposal on Page 2.) 

Technically speaking, Azar said the 
sunshine session is for the purpose of 
discussion of "items that will be 
voted on next week at the regular 
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meeting." tu- Co e I 


Regular meeting (such as July 9) 
procedure includes an allotted 30 
minutes which is titled "'public 
forum" at the beginning of the meet- 


i 

"Meanwhile, police department 
wage committee spokesmen have 
said they want the council to be 
involved in their current wage 
negotiations. 

“We want to negotiate with the 
council. We don’t want to negotiate 
with the mayor (Pete Chalos),” said 
William Piper, chairman of the 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 85 
wage committee. 

“If we're not able to negotiate with 
the council, then our negotiations will 
have reached a stalemate," Carol 
Frazier, wage committee secretary, 
told The TRIBUNE. 

Frazier and Piper said that in 
meetings which began since they sub- 
mitted their work agreement pro- 
posal on June 9, only Azar and 
Wiliam Jarvis have been present 
representing the council. The police 
department spokesmen also indicated 


n^ dais was doing most of the 
talking. 

Azar said the council has a 
negotiating team which includes the 
following members of the finance 
committee: Norma Spork, Judith An- 
derson, June Hanley and Jarvis and 
Azar. 

“I think the council team is 
perfectly capable of negotiating, but 
it was agreed among the council that 
the mayor would be our spokesman at 
the negotiating sessions," Azar said. 
He added that the finance committee 
is notified ‘‘each and every time we 
have a bargaining session.” 

“The council as a whole has been 
invited to see the proposals and dis- 
cuss them," Azar said. He said a 
caucus meeting occurred this past 
Tuesday in City Hall. 

“It was an informal thing, but all 
the council members that were pre- 
sent received the police proposals and 
we discussed them," said Azar, who 
described the meeting as a ''closed 
session — for our team only." 

The full council was not present for 
the meeting, according to Azar, but 
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the mayor and Chief of Police Gerald 
Loudermilk were. Azar referred to 
items in the police department pro- 
posal which he considers ad- 
ministrative. 

These items, he noted, are ''re- 
quests that relate to working condi- 
tions and things that the council 
really doesn't have anything to do 
with. It relates more to administra- 
tion. Therefore, we've involved the 
mayor, the chief of police, the chief of 
the fire department, the city con- 
troller and city attorney. We've met 
and discussed the proposals and the 
council has agreed to continue with 
the makeup of our bargaining team." 

Azar said, “I think they're (police) 
underpaid. All city workers are un- 
derpaid.”’ 

But, the city simply can't afford 
the 15 percent wage increase included 
in their proposal, Azar asserted. 

The solution he offered was for the 
public to “petition the legislators for 
property tax relief.” 

This action, if successful, would 
“free up some money for police and 
fire department wages," he said. 
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t Tribune Staff Writer 
i . Problems in the Vigo» County 
t Treasurer’s Office are sort of like the 
+ proverbial snowball. 
i^ Justa bunch of little things that got 
~rolted together and grew and grew. 
~ until now the county treasurer and his 
» staff find themselves buried in an 
t avalanche of paperwork that no one 
'^ seems to know how long it will take to 
i; eome-out- from under. ‘ 
1} George Schoffstall’s office looks 
+s like the mail sorting room at.O'Hare 
zfieldq ¥: ; s 
1- -There are boxes and boxes and still 
+more boxes of unopened mail occupy- 
wing- ‘chairs tables and floor space 
-around -the office — -and no one 
i. apparently has the time to begin the 
“3 precéss- of opening them: 
iw Employees’! time: is “totally con- 
$^sumed these days with handling the 
1.fHood..oÉ- people» coming to the 
i Treasurer’s Office windows to pay 
yo their taxes. ico “aos 
s. Then there are the phone calls. The 
lines? are totally flooded, and people 
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43 with questions on:taxes have begun to.) 
(call thezauditor’s office for answers: ' 


&^Sclioffstall's home phone:rings off the 
^C hooke T E etu s 5 


* George Schoffstall has put out a | 


“call. for help. and he has received a 
; positive response from at least two 
. Sources. "S 

One source is Chief Deputy Auditor 
Janice: Miller,- who in. consultation 
. with hospitalized Auditor Paul 
+ Newton; has agreed to hire two peo- 
ple. out of the,auditor's budget to be 

assigned to Schoffstall's. staff. 
_ ~The other. source; is the county 
"5 council, who. after a meeting in 
Schoffstall's:office where three coun- 
cilmen Wednesday got a first-hand 
>» look at:the problem, have agreed to 
transfer $5,000 to the. treasurer: in 
their July 17. meeting in order to hire 


: i; more-help: 2% PAN 
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cSefiottstal presenty Was. I2/people': 
? workingim his office nine hours a day:, 
COEEveCbeem working them. on 
34Saturdays: too,’? the treasurer said. 
$ They're getting worn out.” 
*. Miller. said. that the two people 
from her office will be used to answer 
the phones and hand out tax receipts. 
. Shé was able to hire the two part-time 
. People because there was money left 
„in the budget from the time that the 
auditor's office had need to hire more 
people for the filing of tax exemp- 
tions. 

"We used our permanent people 
during that time period and therefore 
were able to save some money in our 
own budget," Miller said. 

The chief deputy auditor and the 
county treasurer both agree that the 
auditor's office and the treasurer's 
office are working smoothly together 
with no friction. 

Reports to the contrary “just 

-.aren't true?” both officials said. 

— There is. a problem, however, with 
who gets the nod for where the 
trouble all started. 
= The county :treasurer reluctantly; 
Says that it started in the auditor's- 
office. FESE x 

The “chief deputy in the auditor’s” 
office puts the blame on reported 
resistance of the treasurer and his 
employees to accept the change to the 
computer system, and says that 
Schoffstall “was not in favor of the 
changeover to the computer from the 
beginning. He fought us and fought 
the system." 

Miller told the TRIBUNE today 
that "without a positive attitude 
toward change" there is bound to be 
a problem. 

Part of the problem in the 
treasurer's office today is that an 
enormous number of tax bills have 

| been returned to: the treasurer's of- 

' fice from the post office because of 
“insufficient and undeliverable” ad- 
dresses. 2: 


When Schoífstall^was asked how: 
the system- works, who codes. im such.- 


information.and how:the flow moves = 


j from the auditor's office to the». 
, treasurer's office, he said, “it starts? ^ 
indicating the auditoris». 


DEI 


over there. 
office across the hall. SS 
-- Miller provided a complete ex... 


planation of how the whole computer- 
system works —— or, as in this. case: ^ 


doesn't work —— from start to finish. * 


“The problem isn't. with the com: 


puter. The problem is with the peoples 
who are using it," Miller said. 

The auditor's office prepared the 
orig:nal tax bills via computer. Miller 
and her employees took the old tax 
rolls. added new properties to be. 


taxed, and made changes in the old ^. 


rolls which came about because of 


sale and transiers of property in, the — 


county. 9$ 
In that process, if a taxpayer John 

Doe owned :15' parcels of taxable. 

property, tke tax bill on the first 


piece of. property would.contain the a 
owner's full name. street.address and < 


ZIP code. The other 14: tax bills? 
appeared directly under that bill and : 


did not shaw anything but the owner's. 


name. This.was done so that ‘all the” 
tax bills: could be: placed im" ones! 
envelope to save postage- . gx 
Instead, what happened, according 
to Miller and confirmed by Schot-- 
fstall, was that when the tax bills 
were separated on the large foldout- 
computer-perforated sheets, they 
were placed in individual envelopes 
and mailed out. Rex. 
Thus, large numbers of un- 
deliverable mail have been returned.. 
to the treasurer's office and. 


employees must now search out | 
where tnev go. 
Schoffstall admits that caused . 


much of the problem, but contends 
that computer error still accounts for 
much more. 
- County Commissioner Terry 
Brentlinger contends that much of 
tne problem is in Schoffstall’s office 
and says that large turnover of 
employees has contributed to the 
distress. toi 
He contends, also, that there has 
been disruption in the office. 
Schoffstall invited a TRIBUNE re~. 
porter to talk to his staff about the. 
working conditions and emotional en- 
vironment in the office. 
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happy with, their boss'and co. Workers. ; 


with one computer terminal dowh? 

That terminal, 'kfiown as a bank +, 
machine, validates the payments and 
automatically enters them into, the: 
tax rolls as being paid. 

'. The office has one bank taki in’, 

operation and personnel have re-. 
sorted to the old hand, perforation ^ 
system to,validate payments for the 
present time. 

Those hand-validated payments , 
will later have to be entered into’ the, 
computer 

This* morning, Miller received a 
call from the computer firm telling 
her that a third bank machine, ón, 


order for, more than six» months, ° 


_ Should arrive any day. - 


Miller sald that her staff. was — 


trained by the computer consultants >» 
when the system, with its program 


purchased ftom Porter County, was .- 


installed. : Later; Schoffstàll' 8, 
a bM given the same train; ^ 


"The Porter: County 
inadeq uate for the local situation, t 


some degree, and changes were made fi 


vere Aet aes LC 73 
ovia (rial and error method, until the 
them. -to $ be), frustrated: with. the sj 


‘program: pieved ta 


TATE 
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original program, which was written. 
fenormity, Of their tásk^ but generally £y by: two, Purdue professors, could be 


A «ade uately modified to fit Vigo Coun: 
t. Right now Schottstall is working. + gae à 
te The i are apparentl¢’ pretty 
“well out of the system now, Miller. 
6 ,'Cotitends, but (hat doesn't mean that 
persons are using. thé system, 


all 
* properly. 


* Another problem in the system has. : 
* to do with double payments. t 
With the old system, banks and : 


N other lending institutions which tradi-.: 4 the computer (1980) had additional + ! 


tionally helped with tax collections 
would send .employees to the 


` treasurer's office where-they: would 


stand for two or three days pulling 
tax statements. for mortgage holders 


i her hands for áudit 


i nitent. 


for whom they would be mace. 


payments. . A 


The way the yeh d is now det up.: 
if used properly, banks can choose to =: 
install terminals in thelr offices from 2 


which they can pull the data: x^: 


If both a bank and a taxpayer, for , 


some reason, made the same pay- 


M 


A 


mënt, the treasurer’s and auditor's- 


gel the refund. — .- 
Miller said, however, here is no 
way of knowing at this time whether 


< office would know at a glance whose , 
payment came in first and who should . 
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: system without. havidg problems)". 
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jos ‘However; the problem.b T 
cápabilitics; No* bank -or, lending" irs xe WE go i 


i, the fall tax’ assessficit; which was ^ 
stitutión has vet installed d termiial, 3^ nat ‘settled "ühtil: Mz ay 20; 25^ F 
Ir fact, Miller has no idea when thé «i; s -Miller said’ that ttié ehtire tax roll 
treasurer's officé will havé the: tax ^ y. was in the tredsnrer's ofíice by June - 
‘collection compléted and when” she: A ‘St this year and -stte said Schoffstall 


might expect to ait) {ax rolls. ub M dit ‘hig office? did; A=} good,’ job" in 


e an 


etting them out; despite a problem 
“Of course we have problems, iA sire 6 brokén IL achine that 
Miller said. “No one, not ever: tli forced her and het" statf^to. lick and 
(newspaper) put in their: ‘computer ‘seal arid stantp $,000 pieces of. mail by 
hand one morning pron 1 9: 30 a.m. to 


Miller, said that the first year od 2 noon. > te dod 


"The treasurer's office stuffed and 
Miller, said, 
t, praising’ both «groups * for the work 


pfoblems because of thé Pedssess, y 
r S SA ie Awe licked ‘and: sealed," 
"That meant that év ery aingld Wk, 
able unit in the county had, to pave. an à. they did together % ^ ^ 
adjustment made to it, a, she. Poet P: 2 “We tare, and: hàvé, béen; working 
out, fr ‘closely, together, theres no dM 
wand no’ friction,’ .she'adde. 2 cic 
Tha: big prahlen S Sub: 5 
faccep tiii: thet corp: utei; sy 
Miller said. s uer. 


"Al! of those changes “had uU be; Y 
made and updated ahd entered. into ; uz 
the computer system,’ '"5 she Saidy í 
¿something that ordinarily Would not; ji 


BS " 


^ "Tf we were in a normal veut ands Meanwhile ihe mail Blacks grow, 
we haven't had a normal year for thè; x ; George Schoffstall said he went out 
ast six — all the assessments would. /and bought a switch ‘for, his home 
ave been turned. in’ by June. 1, wé.: telephone, 
would have ‘applied call thè adjust He a off his hate; at/10 p.m. 
now,and tfys to get. n Gecent-nig hts 
sleep! before returning! to. ther 
; avalanche 'éach. day i od 


;emptions," and things would pro- 
bably be running much smoother at^ 
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Unopened maif needs attentions“ 2 


County Treasurer George: Schoffstall’ talk4 with; Writer Sub Kaili When dk states 


another taxpayer with question’ in his office ag problems thet have Been Epica 
boxes of unopened mail cover his desk afd the season's tax. eollediion 1 
adjocent free areas in the room, Tribune Staff 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 
The children of a few Terre Haute 
police officers may have received 
this week their first exposure to real- 
life city government and organized 
workers in action. 


negotiations on Page 12. 
portunity to address the council on 
their concerns about salaries, work 

Men, women and children peopled ^ hours and working conditions. 
the City Hall courtroom Thursday to Future votes for the council mem- 
standing-room-only capacity for a re- — bers — who have the authority to 
gularly scheduled "sunshine" session determine wage levels for city 
of the Terre Haute City Council. ~ employees — figured into more than 

The anticipated, but not ‘‘official- , one spokesman's message concerning 
ly" scheduled, appearance of an the Terre Haute Police Department's 
estimated 75 to 100 police officers currently proposed wage and work 
(plus supporters) was no guarantee, agreement. 
however, that their voices would be , “Yes, we do want to be considered 
heard. a priority this year. And, by looking 

But, a recognition motion from around, you can see we have the 
council member Kenneth Thomas af- support of many of the same tax- 
forded group spokesmen the op-  payers that voted you into your 
seats," said wage committee 
chairman WiHiam Piper, on behalf of 
the THPD. 

Piper noted that only two of five 

council finance committee members 
have met with the police negotiating 
team thus far. 
. "We were told by the mayor that 
he, the city attorney and a couple 
committee members would be doing 
all the negotiations with our depart- 
ment — even though he (the mayor) 
has no vote on the council and has 
only the power of veto,” Piper said in 
;a prepared statement. 

“The mayor also stated that he 
advised you, the members of the 
council's finance committee that you 
could 'get involved to the extent that 
you wanted.’ And that whatever he; 
decided, he felt sure you would agree 
to also. 
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Find out more about the police wage 


"If this is true then we feel 
justified in saying that you should all 
be representing the people that put 
you in office, not just a couple of 
you," Piper said as he asked the 
council members to involve 
themselves “totally” in the negotia- 
tions. š 

THPD detective Randy Gilbert 
said that after four years with the 
department he currently earns 
$12,200 a year. Gilbert's wife Cheryl, 
along with the couple’s four children, 
occupied a front, row courtroom 


_ bench. 


“The problem is, I don't make 
enough money on this job and the rest 
of these guys in here don’t make 
enough money either," Gilbert told 
the council. 


^4 "Tm sure we make a lot less than 


you people make. [ work here and I go 
to another job and I work there and 
when I'm done working there I'go te’ 
another job and I work there." 

In addition to tallying 80 work 
hours a week, Gilbert said he has also 
been "going to school.” 

He explained, “You can't expect to 
keep people for $11,000 or $12,000 a 
year who've sweated four or five, six, 
seven years in college to get a degree. 
And, what vou're gonna end up with is 
alotofp : using that degree to get 
somewh .e else. 
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“If you want professional service 
then you're gonna have to pay pro- 
fessional salaries," Gilbert advised. 

Piper said 95 percent of the THPD 
“must work extra jobs in order to 
provide for our families." He also 
stated that among cities with popula- 
tions of 50,000 to 100,000, the THPD 
was the ‘‘lowest paid city department 
in this state." 

The statistics, according to Piper, 
include $13,200 as the average 
minimum wage across the state for 
an officer with one year's service. 
"While our (wage) is only $11,131." 
He said a THPD officer with 18 years 
of service falls “far below" the 
statewide average minimum. 

"Even with the 15 percent pay 
increase that we are asking for this 
year ($1,669.65)," Piper added, “we 
are still far behind the 30 other cities 
in this state that we currently have 
statistics on." 

Yet another supporter, Barbara 
Lane of West Terre Haute, identified 
herself as an associate member of the 
FOP (Fraternal Order of Police). 

“I think it's a crying shame for our 
men to put on their uniforms and go 
out and take their lives in their hands 
and not be paid for it. You people, 
most of you sit behind desks, they 
(the police) don’t even have decent 
cars to drive," she said. 

Having lost two brothers ''in the 
line of duty," Mrs. Lane explained 
that ‘‘one had his face — half of it — 
shot away' and the other ''was 
killed. ..." 

Statements were also made by 
George Ralston.who heads the special 
force tactical unit. “When the group 
was formed, we were advised that we 
would get the. best equipment 
available," Ralston said. ` 


The difference, however, between 
the projection and the reality resulted 
in an effort at fund raising which 
brought in donations of about $9,000 
from private citizens and local busi- 
ness people, according to Ralston. 

Other spokesmen included Eugene 
Dabelow on behalf of the Wabash 
Valley Labor Council; George Mc- 
Cullough, labor representative of the 
United Way of the Wabash Valley; 
Herman LeMaster, a former police 
officer; and a woman who did not 

identify herself by name, but in- 
_ dicated that she was a private citizen. 

^. "She concluded that ‘‘your common 
laborers — who do not risk life, do not 
risk limb, do not lift à finger of any 
danger of any kind — make far 
greater money. And, I feel that 
budget-wise, whatever, someplace 
there should be money found to give 
these fellows the raise they deserve.” 

Mayor Pete Chalos and the council 
members remained silent throughout 
the police and public presentations. 
When the statements ended, no city 
officials commented. 

Council president Ray Azar an- 
nounced meeting times for a Monday 

council ‘‘caucus’’ and individual 
negotiation sessions with the city fire 
department and the THPD. 

The majority of the assemblage 
departed and the council then ad- 
dressed routine items included on the 

| | sunshine session agenda. i 


current wage negotiations with the city. Groups of officers, as shown 
here, lined each side of the courtroom and remained standing while 
various police and other supporters addressed the council. 

z Staff Photo/Randy Prophet 
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By PATRICIA KR 
! "Tribune Staff Writer 
Loose materials conveyed on “public ways" and a resolution for 
economic development revenue bonds drew the lengthiest discussion 
Thursday at the regular meeting of the Terre Haute City Council. 

By a vote of 5 to 3, the trash hauling ordinance passed, and the city may 
make money on it. 

The new city law stipulates that anyone moving loose materials, such as 
trash, on public roads ''shall cover the contents or shall convey the contents 
in tightly secured or covered boxes or containers." 2 

Violations of the new ordinance which occur on city streets will result 
ia a fine from $1 to $300, according to the city judge's determination, plus 
Court costs. ] 

Dave Heath, representing Clean Community Systems, Inc., addressed the 
council. ———— MÀ 

Noting that there “are a number of ordinances to deal with this already 
on the books," Heath said it was the opinion of the CCS “that ordinances 
that we have are not effective and are not enforceable.” 

According to Heath, 20 years of research by CCS indicates that ''80 
percent of the trash that you see on your streets that your kids play in, as 
well as mine, deos not come from the people who throw their cigarette butts 
or the candy wrappers out. It comes from three sources — uncovered 
trucks, improperly put out household refuse and improperly put out 
business refuse." 

Kaye Hoole, assistant to the mayor, said that phone calls to the mayor's 
office and incidents during Brush Up on Terre Haute led to the 
recommendation of the new ordinance. 

Miss Hoole said that one semi-truck driver for Brush Up was arrested 
by the Indiana State Police and charged for allegedly violating a state law 
on proper trash hauling. : 

Council members Larry Kirchner, William Price and Kenneth Thomas 
voted against the ordinance. , 

Kirchner indicated that an existing ordinance on the city books was 
sufficient. E 
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Commentary: We can't hear you... 


W n't hear you. 
Although the city council recently approved the purchase of a partially new 


hones for each 
stem for its use, which Includes individual microp 

e DE some stil} cannot be heard from the front row of the City Hall 
courtroom where council meetings are conducted. 


The cost of the system was $1,150, including trade-in of the former set-up, 


which did not include individual microphones. 


Some council members can be heard loud and clear, others can be heard 


sometimes and one frequently speaks in a low volce which seems to be only 
audible to fellow council members. 


The possibility exists that the “on” buttons on some of the microphones have 


ists that some 
an activated the past two meetings, The possibility also ex 

Suse ése mist consider moving their microphones closer. Finally, if 
there is some sort of a malfunction in the system, 
out. 


perhaps it could be checked 


With a more than $1,000 expenditure for this equipment, all of the 


possibilities should be checked by the counciimen so that the members of the 
public are able to hear properly. 


Thomas said he was displeased with the wording of the new law and that 
it would create a hardship on ai police to M it. 

Price offered no clarification for his "no" vote. —— 

The council also approved a resolution concerning the issuance of $900,000 
in economic development revenue bonds for Jadcore Plastic Corp. 


( gow) 
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Mike Barnes, Terre Haute Department of Redevelopment, explained i: 
the moncy does not come from the city's general funds. 

The funds originate from the private sector, he said, and an estimates, 
27 jobs will be created in connection with the project. 

The funds will be used to adapt the Quaker Maid facility, which wag 
vacated by A&P within the past two years. 

Due to “false” rumors that the city is loaning the sum of $900,000, Barnes 
explained a four-step process and the city council's role in issuance of 
economic development revenue bonds. 

According to Barnes, the first step is an "application. enabling, (a 
resolution through the economic development commission. ee 

The city council is currently involved i in the second step, he said, stiches 
is called an enabling resolution.” uyi 

With the council's approval, Barnes said the resolution now ''goes back. 
to the economic development commission... to approve the financing." 

The fourth step, Barnes said, is that the resolution ‘ ‘ultimately comes: 
back here (before the council) in the form of an ordinance” to be signed; 
by the mayor and the city clerk. mars 

In other business, the council adopted resolutions to transfer sums of 
$4,800 and $2,000 in ‘the +- "dget of the park department. NT 

Discussion of the prc, ised use for the funds drew a few subtle, but»: 
audible groans, from the audience. senna 

Pat Ralston, head of the city parks department, said the $4,800 was“: 
needed for golf carts at an approximate cost of $4,000. The additional $800, 
he said would be used to purchase chemicals and grass seed. 

Thomas questioned and clarified that the transfer is from the Hulman. 
Links non-reverting fund and that the money cannot be used for any other... 

urpose. * air fa 
à Ralston said the $2,000 was a transfer from motor equipment into other 
equipment. juna 

He said the department was “‘short”’ two hand radios and the funds would? 
afford the purchase of one two-way radio and hand mowers. 

Also, the first reading occurred of ordinances for the salaries and theni 
benefits for city employees, the fire department and the police department... 
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' Whether to bend the law or to 
rewrite it, is the question discussed 
by the Terre Haute City Council at 
the August sunshine meeting Thurs- 
day evening. 
wo separate rezoning ordinances 
resulted in the discussion: an or- 
dinance to rezone property at 2418 N. 
29th St. and one to rezone property at 
3400 Wabash 
The first ordinance was tabled at a 
previous meeting pending review by 
the Board of Zoning Appeals. The 
property in question is 500 square feet 
short of the minimum 20,000 square 


* feet required for a mobile home park. 


The zoning board granted a 
variance for the mobile home use, but 
the council still must approve the 
zoning change. 

Council members William Jarvis 
and Larry Kirchner objected to the 
variance. If one variance is granted 
for 500 square feet, the next variance 
might be 600 square feet and the law 
was being circumvented, they said. 
The law should be changed if it is not 
appropriate. but variances should not 
be granted, they believe. 

The same discussion arose when 
Fred Bauer, attorney for the owners 
of property at 3400 Wabash, spoke to 
the council about a zoning change. 

Thomas A. Bilyeu, owner of Tabco 
Business Forms, wants to buy the 
property and construct a new build- 
ing. Bauer said. The property is zoned 
residential, but a gasoline station was 
on the property when it was so zoned, 
he explained. 

Since then the station has been 
abandoned, but no one will purchase 
the property zoned as it is. 

The council members were reluc- 
tant to grant a commercial zoning in 
a residential area, but asked Bilyeu if 
he would be willing to sign an agree- 
ment that only his business would 
operate in the area. 

Kirchner objected to this, saying 
there was no precedent in the zoning 
law. If the law is wrong it should be 
changed, he said, but Bilyeu should 
not be penalized by being the only 
person required to sign such an agree- 
ment. 

The council agreed it might be 
better to have Bilyeu sign an agree- 
ment prohibiting the use of the pro- 
perty for certain businesses, such as 
a tavern or liquor store, rather than 
restricting him to one use for the 
property. 

The council also discussed a two 
ordinances with represenatives of the 
Vigo County Area Planning Depart- 
ment. 


sh 


ine 


DAN Gai 


1 Gary Brett, executive director, ob- 
jected to the council's desire to 
change a county-wide subdivision 
control ordinance. If the ordinance 
passed by the council was different 
than that passed by other councils in 
the county, it could hurt the city, he 
warned. 

_An ordinance making it more dif- 
ficult to develop subdivisions within 
the city would encourage growth in 
the urbanized areas of the county 
even further, he said. 

; Robert Baer, land use planner, 
discussed a group homes amendment 
to the city zoning ordinance. He asked 
the council table the amendment so 
additions could be made. 

One problem, he noted, was the 
definition of a group home was not 
included in the ordinance. There are 
two types of group homes, he said, 
correctional facilities and health care 
facilities. 


es Rezoning, Variances 
Meeting Thursday 


A health care facility cares for 
people, who through no fault of their 
own cannot live in a normal home, he 
said. A correctional facility, on the 
other hand, is for people who 
transgress the laws of society of their 
own free will and must be institu- 
tionalized. 

Baer recommended the ordinance 
be amended to allow special use 
permits rather than create a specific 
zoning. 


wos 
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Department 


By GINA SEGOVIA 
Star Staff Writer 

Terre Haute Mayor Pete Chalos 
requested city council members to 
suspend the rules and vote on an 
ordinance that ammends the salary 
and title of a position in the building 
department. 

The City Council voted unanimous- 
ly to pass the ordinance. Councilman 
Ray Azar said the move was made to 
allow the department to transfer so- 
meone from the department of 
engineering to the building depart- 
ment. ‘‘The current salary would not 


V.D NY K( 


have allowed us to do this,” 
council member Ray Azar. 

Azar said the council would make 
adjustments in the city engineering 
department to make the move 
economical for taxpayers. “It will 
save taxpayers money,” he said. 

The mayor told the council at their 
regular Wednesday night meeting 
“You all know what we want to do 
with that department.” Council mem- 
bers voted unanimously in favor of 
the move. 

Policemen and civilians who 
worked overtime during the recent 
police job action will recieve over- 
time pay early next week. 

A unanimous city council vote to 
suspend the rules and subsquent vote 
approved an ordinance that will make 
payment possible. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 


explained 


requested the vote. He said that 
regular council action would delay 
overtime pay for 30 to 60 days. 

In other action the council voted 5-3 
in favor of a controversial zoneing 
ordinance that will allow a mobile 
home park at 2418 North 29th street. 
This was done in spite of a zoning law 
that calls for 500 more square feet of 
property for such a park. 

The council members voting 
against the ordinance cited the fact 
that the minimum requirement for 
such a park should be changed in the 
ordinance and not passed via a zoning 
board variance. 

The city council tabled another 
ordinance that would have allowed 
group homes to be constructed in 
residentially zoned area. The city 
zoning board reccommended the 


ge For Building 
To Save Taxpayers Money 


move. 

A member of the Council On Spouse 
Abuse spoke in favor of a variance 
that would permit such homes to be 
built. “I am a member of the Council 
and I have a retarded child. I would 
like to see my child in home-like 
setting, and eventually we would like 
to have a shelter for battered 
women," she said. 


The city will save at least $4,000 
dollars a year because of another 
ordinance passed by the council. 
Street lights will be changed at no 
cost to the city by Public Service 
Indiana. This will save at least that 
much according to city controller 
Tharon Geckler. ‘‘We are trying to 
find ways to cut corners, and this 
seems to be a good way to do it,” she 
said. 
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Tabled Ordinance increases 
For Group Homes 


Diff iculty 


Robert Baer zd rud) M 4. 
ordinance tabled at the Wedresday 
Council meeting will make it more 
difficult for group homes to locate in 
a residential area. 

The Vigo County Area Planner said 
the ordinance is designed to dis- 
courage homes in residential areas. 
The ordinance provides a special zone 
for group homes but as Baer pointed 
out there is no such zone at present on 


‘the pty Haute d 

"This means each group home 
would have to submit a rezoning 
application. Neighborhoods 
traditonally fight rezoning because of 
the ‘ghost’ syndrome. They may 
agree with a home for foster children 
but they fear what might happen if 
they move out and someone else 
moves in,"he explained. 

Baer said he would like to see 


"T" 


group homes in the same category 
with special services. "They would 
have to apply for a permit to open a 
home in a neighborhood. If that 
particular group moved out and 
another group wanted the home they 
would have to gain their own 
permit,” he explained. 

Because of this he said the or- 
dinance that would call for rezoning 
property for group homes would 
“work against group homes.” 

Baer said the ordinance was de- 
signed to do just that. “The problem 
was brought to the council's attention 
because of the cuban refugees staying 
at the Bethany House. The federal 
government paid the Bethany House 
to keep them and they were seeming- 
ly insensitive to the problems they 
caused in the neighborhood,"he said. 

The Bethany House is located in 
Sheriff Andy Atelski's neighborhood. 
According to Baer, the sheriff and 
Mayor Pete Chalos decided to in- 
troduce the ordinance after talking 
with the refugees, did not improve 
the situation. 

The ammended article would add 
an additonal section to homes for 
temporary permanent resident. The 
homes would be zoned R-C, but as 
Baer points out there is not an exsist- 
ing area zoned R-C in the city. 

There is more. Baer says the or- 
dinance does not contain a definition 
of group homes and ignores a state 
law that says homes for retarded 
children can not be legally excluded 
from residential areas by zoning 
laws. 

"[ am not criticizing the council. 
They tabled the ordiance after I 
explained the implications," he said. 

Baer will present definitions of 
group homes at the next city council 
sunshine meeting. He added ‘‘I think 
the problem with zoning is that the 
public has what we call the popular 
notion of zoning. They believe the 
zone exists until you want to put 
something else there. A neighborhood 
usually fights the first one but then 
the neighborhood begins to 
change,”’he said. 

He said the system was designed in 
the early 1920's and it is outdated. 
"The system does not accomodate 
change very well. It is designed to 
separate heavy industry, commerce 
and certain types of residences, It 
would weed out businesses on the 
grandfather clause. lf it exsisted it 
could stay but another business 
couldn't come in after it stopped 
operation,’ " Baer said. 

This is where the rezoning is ap- 
plied. Baer beleives if the systern 
doesn't work it should be changed 
altogether, not in a piecemeal man- 
ner. 
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Council divided on rezoning issues 


- : - d 
T AUG h 19821 By PATRICIA KRAPESH CRO EG 
E Tribune Staff Writer — 

Votes on two rezoning ordinances were the only items reflecting any 
difference of opinion among Terre Haute City Council members who met in 
regular session Thursday. 

An ordinance to rezone property at 2418 N. 29th St. earned passage without 
e blessing of council members William Price, Judith Anderson and William 

arvis. 

Proposed use for the property is technically a "mobile home conditional use 
zone," according to an area planning department spokesman. 

The city zoning board of appeals recommended a variance be granted for 
the property, but concern was expressed Thursday that rather than granting 
a variance, perhaps the ordinance should be amended if it was not appropriate. 

The northside-property discussed Thursday is 500 square feet short of the 
minimum 20,000 square feet required by ordinance for mobile home use. 

Another ordinance to rezone property at 3400 Wabash Ave. from residential 
to commercial use passed by a vote of seven to one. The single ‘‘no’’ vote was 
voiced by council member Jarvis. 

Two women who identified themselves as residents of the neighborhood 
addressed the council in protest of the rezoning. 

The passage of the rezoning ordinance will allow a local businessman to 
convert an old service station at the site for use as a small office building. 

In other business, a revision of the 1973 subdivision control ordinance was 
passed. The revised ordinance was adopted by the Vigo County Area Plan 
Commission this spring and had been tabled by the city council in succeeding 
sessions. 

The revision of the ordinance, according to the area planning department's 


annual report, focused on six main topics including the following: definition 
of the word "subdivision" to ‘‘exclude certain divisions of land (such as 
adjustments of lot lines)...". 

The revised ordinance includes a new chapter entitled ''Certificate of 
Compliance," which was designed to ‘‘reducé some administrative 
delays... " Also included are new provisions to regulate non-dedicated private 
roads in an “attempt to protect buyers of property in subdivisions by insuring 
that the roads will be maintained, and by setting forth who is to be responsible 
for the maintenance of the roads.” 

The council tabled a proposed amendment to the zoning ordinance 
concerning group homes. 


The area plan commission's report on the group homes ordinance was 
briefly noted. The commission recommended the ordinance be tabled until a 
revision occurs — hopefully within the next month. Area plan also advised that 
the term “group home" needed further definition and that possibly permitted 
use in residential areas could be accomplished with required or special use 
permits. 

With passage of another item the city will save an estimated $4,720.32 
annually, according to city controller Tharon Geckeler. An ordinance 
approving a contract with Public Service Indiana for changes in street lights 
in the city will accomplish the savings. 

Under riew business, the council voted to suspend the rules and vote on the 
following upon first reading. Two ordinances related to pay for city and police 
department employees for overtime during the recent police department job 
action were passed. 

The third cause of rule suspension was “an ordinance amending the title and 
salary of a position in the building Inspection department." 


—— 
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Sewage rate. 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Proposed sewage rate increases and an ordinance 
‘related to “group home" uses could be the source of 
lengthy discussion during the "sunshine" session of the 
Terre Haute City Council tonight in City Hall at 7:30. 

The proposed sewage disposal rate increase would raise 
the city rate from 6612 cents to 86% cents per 100 cubic 
feet. For most accounts, the proposed 20-cent increase 
would be figured over a three-month period, according to 
Charles L. Bryan, Jr., manager of the sewage disposal 
billing office. ; 

“For example, a household using 10 consumptions would 
have an increase of $2 for a three-month period. This would 
average 66 cents per month," Bryan explained in a 
prepared statement for the council. 

The proposed outside city rate increase is 25 cents. The 
‘current rate of 83 cents per 100 cubic feet would increase 
to $1.08. 

Establishment of a minimum charge of three consump- 
tions is also recommended. A minimum of $2.59 for inside 
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city and $3.24 for outside city customers is recommended. 

“I think they have some definite needs at the sewage 
disposal plant," council president Ray Azar told The 
TRIBUNE, “but I would be in favor of cutting it (the 
proposed increase) down." : 

Saying he felt concern for the public due to other utility 
increases, Azar noted that his “personal preference" 
would be to spread the proposed sewage rate increase over 
a two-year period. 

Meanwhile, according to sewage department fact 
sheets, the utility itself (along with private consumers), is 
feeling the crunch of other utility costs. 

Between 1977 and 1980 the department incurred an 
increase of 107.7 per cent in utility costs, according to 
Bryan. The largest single utility increase is a 234 per cent 
change for services provided by the Terre Haute Gas Corp. 
between 1977 and 1980. 

However, the largest utility expenditure for the sewage 
facility is to Public Service Indiana. Costs for 1980 were 
listed as $211,591.50 — reflecting an 8.1 percent change 
since 1977. 
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Bryan contends the department has made every effort to 
decrease costs, including 19 less employees. Currently 55 
people are employed by the department. 

Anticipated expenses for the sewage facility were listed 
as $598,630. The total includes costs for a list of 15 items 
— nine of which are preceded by the word “repair.” 

While consumers' pocketbooks may be the bottom line of 
the sewage rate discussion, personal values may surface in 
relation to the proposed group home ordinance also to be 
discussed tonight. 

A revision of the group home ordinance (the original was 
tabled during the August council meeting) has been 
submitted for the council's review. 

The original ordinance (a one-page document prepared 
by counsel for the city) called for an R-C zone for ''homes 
used for temporary or permanent residence for individuals 
in need." There is currently no area with that zoning 
classification. 

Generally speaking. group homes may include a facility 
for provision of personal services for developmentally: 
disabled persons: shelter for abused children and adults; 


nealth care recovery; treatment for alcoholism, mental 
illness and similar conditions: or emergency care. ` 

Zoning requirements for family and group care facilities 
in various parts of the country have been the subject of 
several legal challenges in recent years. 

The controversy includes social values, as some 
neighborhoods oppose the location of group homes in 
“their” area, while some social service advocates assert 
that residential rehabilitative facilities are a viable — and 
merde — alternative, in many cases, to institutional 
iving. 

The revised Terre Haute ordinance for group homes, 
whicn was prepared by Robert Baer of the Vigo County 
Area Planning Department, spans 10 pages. Definitions of 
group homes in the ordinance include eight different types 
of facilities and recommendations for determining the 
classification of a group home. 

The thrust of the revised ordinance is to use two kinds 
of permits — administrative and conditional use — to be 
issued according to specific criteria. The city council 
would have final approval on conditional use permits. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

In took less than an hour Thursday 
for the Terre Haute City Council to 
hear public comment and pose their 
own questions about three appropria- 
tion ordinances and 10 special or- 
dinances which will be voted during 
the regular meeting of the council 
June 11. 

During this week's informational 
meeting. street commissioner Bill 
Ridge said a request for $300.000 from 
the special local road and street fund 
was for alley and street repairs in 
both the north and south sides of the 
city scheduled this summer. 

An additional request for $8.250.35 
from the same fund is to complete 
payment on the new street sweepers. 

Citv clerk Nick Peters volunteered 
to cut his request for $11.000 from the 
general fund to $5.000. 

Peters said the council could 
amend the sum requested — ''know- 
ing that the city is in bad financial 
shape" — but he noted. “I never pad 
the budget. if I have to have more 
money I'll have to come back and ask 
you. 

Peters referred to funds necessary 
for the printing and binding of the 
council journals. which include a re- 
cord of city ordinances passed each 
month. 

The journals are a requirement 
according to state law, Peters said. 

In place of $1.000 that the city clerk 
originally requested. Peters ex- 
plained. "The mayor and I have made 
agreement that we will get an ex- 
perienced girl from the records de- 
partment to work in my office during 
vacations for the $1.000."' 

In other business the council briefly 
discussed the subdivision control or- 
dinance which has been tabled. Ac- 
tion on the ordinance may occur next 
week. Council member June Hanley 
said the mayor and the city attorney 
"have been working on the wording ' 
of the ordinance and explained that 
the only thing holding up passage of it 
is city council action. 

Spokemen for two rezoning or- 
dinances addressed the council. 

Discussion was brief on a request 
for rezoning property at 1422 Plum 
St. which is currently R2. to C-1 
(neighborhood commerce). The peti- 
tioner has requested the change in 
connection with the operation of a 
hair style salon. 

Review of a rezoning request for 
property at 3312 N. 12th St.. currently 
zoned R-l. resulted in verbal ex- 
changes reflecting possible disagree- 
ment among some council members. 


The owner of the property seeks an 
M-1 (light industrial district) zoning 
to lease one lot, specifically a 1.400 
square foot building. for industrial 
use by a machine shop owner, who 
said he would be "'fabricating special 
equipment.” 

Property owner Abraham Ashkin 
Stipulated he would not "lease or 
otherwise use this building to 
manufacture or store chemicals for 
sales or distribution.” 

Ashkin. who stated he is in the 
chemical business. said a possible 
misconception had arisen about the 
proposed use for the building. He 
clarified that his ownership of the 
land was a real estate investment and 
had no connection with his other 
business. 

"The best way we can control it 
(scattered zoning) is to have no M-1 
zonings in residential areas," said 
council member William Jarvis. who 
questioned Ashkin and expressed ex- 
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ception to council member Larry 
Kirchner's support of the rezoning. 

In preface to the following state- 
ment Kirchner said it had “nothing to 
do. with the particular ordinance" 
being discussed. He then said that 
Terre Haute's current problems were 
"because of the past (action) on 
zoning — because nothing was ever 
planned. 

"Our city now has the opportunity 
to use zoning to better itself. . " he 
continued. "For us to continue to turn 
down zonings where thev fit. rather 
than to spot them around in different 
areas of the city, makes absolutely no 
sense to me. 

"T think it's time this council began 
to look at what's good for the city five 
years from now rather than what's 
good for their (a council member s?) 
particular voting record and how 
many votes thev re going to get for 
the next damn office they run for." 
Kirchner concluded. 
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City Council says '"no' 


T JUN 12 1994 


on rezoning request 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Five Terre Haute City Council members voted Thursday to 
defeat passage of an ordinance for a rezoning which the 
property owner said would allow him to lease a facilty for use 
as a machine shop. 

Two council members voted in favor of the rezoning, which 
failed to pass. 

While the council voted unanimously on passage of 18 out of 
20 ordinances and resolutions, two items were the cause of 
dissenting votes. 

Council members Larry Kirchner and William Price favored 
rezoning of property listed as 3312 N. 12th St. from residential 
to light industrial use. 

The dissension vote on another issue — passage of a 
resolution to transfer $150 in the budget of the building 
inspection department — was again Kirchner and Price. 

The absence of anyone present to represent the request was 
the reason for his "no" vote, Kirchner stated. 

Although Mayor Pete Chalos spoke in support of the 
resolution, Kirchner indicated that the presence of a de- 
partmental representative or substitute correspondence was a 
guideline that should be followed. 

Concerning the ordinance to rezone a northside property 
owned by Abraham Ashkin, the council first defeated a motion 
by William Price to “table” the request. 

Prior to the meeting all council members received new 
information relative to the rezoning request. 

Price said he wanted time to review the documents and 
research whieh were provided by the Vigo County Area 

Planning Department. 

Speaking against tabling the request and for the defeat of the 
rezoning, council member William Jarvis said, ‘‘Since this is 
M-1 (light industrial), they can put anything they want in it." 

Jarvis also accused the area planning department of having 
an interest in the zoning's passage and council member 
Kenneth Thomas expressed opposition to city and county 
departments ‘‘doing the research” for the rezoning request. 

June Hanley. council member, explained that the additional 
information provided by area planning, including photographs 
& the lot sites, stemmed from her request to know more about 
the situation. 

She suggested a 10-minute recess for review of the informa- 
tion, but her motion failed for lack of a second. 

Kirchner was agreeable to tabling to request. . 

He indicated that an "intelligent decision" might be made 
based on available data. 


Kirchner was the sponsoring council member on the or- : 


dinance for the rezoning. 

The research provided recommended that the zoning for the 
machine shop would probably not be detrimental to the area, 
but suggestions were offered for stipulations to be included and 
changes for accuracy í üin the wording of the ordinance. 


Five Terre Haute City Council 
members voted Thursday to defeat 
passage of an ordinance for a 
rezoning which the property owner 
said would allow him to lease a 
facilty for use as a machine shop. 


Ashkin, who had no legal representation present, defended 
his request saying that the three lots in the property parcel 
which are currently zoned residential have been vacant for two 
years. 

Upon defeat of the rezoning, Kirchner said, “I would like to 
congratulate the council on its nearsightedness. . 

He later told The TRIBUNE that lack of planning five and 
10 years into the future and sensitivity to intelligent zoning had 
been a source of past problems in Terre Haute's development 
and would continue to be if people did not begin to recognize 
that certain. areas might be experiencing changes toward 
commercial or industrial growth, and that would create jobs. 

Price asserted at the meeting that if the public was opposed 
to the zoning request, no one had shown up at any of the 
meetings where the request had been reviewed. 

In other business the council approved a resolution request- 
ing a field hearing with General Telephone. 

Also approved was a Terre Haute Housing Authority applica- 
tion for a preliminary loan for low-rent public housing. 

Housing authority executive director Prentiss Peterson 
addressed the council and explained that a $30,000 loan will be 
requested from HUD for the a turn-key housing project. 

Peterson said resolutions appearing before the council is in 
accordance with how the housing authority's business should be 
conducted. 

"T know you were ramrodded in the past, but I'll treat you 


graciously," he said. 
Also approved was an appropriation of $300, 000 for road and 


street repairs. 

And, rezoning ordinances for property at 1422 Plum St. and 
331, 333 and 335 S. 14th St. were approved. 

Traffic control signs were approved for 16th Street at Spang: 
Cullen Court and Rosebud at Brown Avenue; Eighth Street at 
Spang: and 15th Street at Ash. 
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Sewage. 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Sewage bills will increase, Union 
Hospital will eventually have more 
parking and the future of zoning for 
group homes has been tabled for yet 
another month, according to action at 
the regular session of the Terre Haute 
City Council on Thursday. 

Effective within about 45 days, city 
residents' sewage disposal bills will 
increase by 16 cents per 100 cubic feet 
(over a three-month period for most 
accounts). 

An increase from 6612 cents to 8244 
cents for inside city users was ap- 
proved Thursday. Outside city rates 
will raise by 20 cents — from 83 cents 
to $1.03 per 100 cubic feet. 

Also, sewage rates for residents 
with wells will increase from $12 to 
$15, according to Charles Bryan Jr., 
manager of the sewage disposal bill- 
ing office. 

While the council finance commit- 
tee submitted an ''unfavorable" re- 
commendation for the original re- 
quest to raise the schedule of rates 
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for sewage Te an Eu 
to the ordinance decreased the rate 
request increase by four cents for 


inside city users and five cents for 


outside city users. 

The sewage increase ordinance 
passed by a vote of six to two. Council 
members William Price and Norma 
Spork voted against the ordinance. 
The amendment to the ordinance was 
recommended by Larry Kirchner and 
passed by a vote of five to three with 
Price, Spork and June Hanley offer- 
ing ‘‘no’’ votes to the amendment. 

Price both questioned and 
criticized the sewage operation re- 
porting procedure. He commented on 
the absence of a readily available 

"statement of expenditures on an 
annual basis." 

Bryan indicated that their current 
expense reporting reflected 1977-1980 
figures, but he had prepared an year- 
end expense list at Price's request. 

“I talked with the mayor last week 
and asked for some figures which I 
was just given when | walked in,” 
Price remarked during the dis- 
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i os both Rana 
and criticized the 
sewage operation re- 
‘porting procedure. 


cussion. 

* Some discussion centered on Terre 
Haute’s loss of its bond rating 
because the sewage office has not had 
ample funds to transfer payments to 
the bond sinking fund. Bryan 
described the sinking fund as a “‘hold- 
ing fund for when the bond becomes 
payable.” 

The outstanding amount due the 
fund is $241,590 and the figure 
represents three monthly payments 
of $80,530 each, according to Bryan. 
With the rate increase approved by 
the council, sewage management of- 
ficials indicated that enough revenue 
would be produced to restore the 
city's bond rating by making the 
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bills will be going 


| buf payments. 

Council member William Jarvis 
openly criticized the previous city 
administration for what he called 
lack of efficiency, which he claimed 
was at least partly responsible for 
some of the sewage office’s current 
money problems. 

Concerning the group home or- 
dinance which was tabled by the 
council, a proposed Tuesday meeting 
was the subject of more discussion 
than the document itself, which sug- 
gests new zoning restrictions for 
group homes, 

The tentative meeting had been set 
for council members, service pro- 
viders who favor the group home 
concept and other interested persons 


‘to discuss the ordinance. 


Some council members referred to 
the meeting over the controversial 
group home ordinance as if the county 
area planning department had thrust 
a decision upon the city council. 
However, Mrs. Hanley reminded the 
council that Robert Baer, area plan- 
ning staffer, had been asked by the 
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council during a previous council 
session to arrange the special meet- 
ing. 

Council members noted that 
another special meeting is scheduled 
Thursday at 7 p.m. to review recent 
state legislation concerning mobile 
homes. The date of this meeting, plus 
another the same week, was the only 
verbalized source of resistance to the 
tentative Tuesday date set for the 
group home ordinance discussion. Àn 
alternative meeting date was not 
determined, but one is expected to be 
scheduled. 

In other business, the council ap- 
proved an ordinance to rezone proper- 
ty at 1506 and 1512 N. 6% St., which 
Union Hospital plans to use for park- 
ing lots. 

Two appropriations from the 
cumulative capital improvement 
fund were also approved, including 
$125,858 for the city's transportation 
utility as the local match to state and 
federal grants and $34,250, again as a 
local match, for repairs in the Cen- 
tral Eastside district. 
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New Mobile Horne Law Focus Of Meeting 


STAR STAFE, E REPORT 


The Terre Haute ity aurei A 
administration officials will meet 
Thursday for an information meeting 
on a state law concerning the place- 
ment of mobile homes or manufac- 
tured housing. 


The meeting is set for 7 p.m. 
tonight in the courtroom of City Hall. 

City officials called the session to 
inform the council about the new law 
which Mayor Pete Chalos says may 
allow some kinds of manufactured or 
mobile homes to be placed on most 
city lots, despite local zoning laws. 

The city is examining possible 
changes in its zoning laws to keep 
trailers from being placed in most 
uU neighborhoods in light of the new 
aw. 

Chalos voiced strong opposition to 
the law this week. He says it was 
passed to help northern Indiana's 


Qt a C ag LS 
m TEE housing industry, and 
to the detriment /of local 
homeowners. 


“It was passed to help the 
manufactured housing lobby, and you 
can't tell me people in Terre Haute 
want to have trailers parked next to 
their houses. No one does," Chalos 
said. 

At a press conference Tuesday, the 
mayor lambasted State Senator 
William Dunbar (R-38th), saying the 
legislator sponsored the bill which is 
the subject of tonight’s meeting. 


"I'd like to see him park a trailer 
out in Woodridge Subdivison, or in 
Allendale or in his own front yard and 
see the reaction it would get,’’ Chalos 
said. 

A check with Dunbar confirmed 
that he did not author the bill, but did 
vote for it. 

“No, absolutely not," Dunbar said 


when asked if he had authored any 
legislation concerning manufactured 
housing or mobile homes. 


Furthermore, he said other area 
legislators may also have supported 
the bill. 


“If other legislators did support the 
bill they're all guilty of the same 
thing, not coming to us and finding 
out what we wanted to do on the 
thing," Chalos said. 

Chalos conceded Wednesday Dun- 
bar didn't author the bill. 

"But he did support it," Chalos 
said. 

Thursday's meeting is scheduled to 
include representatives from the In- 
diana Association of Cities and 
Towns, which opposes the law, and a 
proponent, a representative of the 
Indiana Manufactured Housing As- 

sociation, according to Mayor Chalos. 

The law says that comprehensive 


planning laws may not preciude all 
manufacuted homes constructed 
after January 1, 1981 which exceed 
950 square feet of occupied space 
from being permanently placed on a 
lot which has been cleared for usage 
by other types of dwellings. 

Chalos contends that a manufac- 


itured home and a trailer are virtually 


the same thing, and objects to the 
state mandating to cities and towns 
decisions on zoning. 

Dunbar indicated that he voted for 
the bill last spring to address the 
housing shortage. the problems posed 
by increased building costs and Terre 
Haute's problems with vacant lots. 

“Anyone would rather have one of 
these manufactured homes on a lot 
than weeds growing up," Dunbar 
said. 

Dunbar and Chalos both say they 
plan to attend the meeting, which is 
open to the general public. 
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Mobile homes still back-burner issue 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH T 
Tribune Staff Writer 

It’s a back-burner issue now and it 
may never reach the boiling point. 

But the heat may increase before 
changes in the local zoning ordinance 
for location of mobile homes 
(manufactured housing) occur by 
July 1, 1982, if at all. 

Richard Kuhn, land use planning 
consultant with the Indiana Manufac- 
tured Housing Association Inc. 
(IMHA), addressed seven members 
of the Terre Haute City Council, 
Mayor Pete Chalos and a small group 
of citizens Thursday on the subject of 
a new state law and a proposed model 
ordinance for complying with it. 

The state law essentially states 
that local government cannot ‘‘total- 
ly" exclude "all" manufactured 
homes constructed after Jan. 1, 1981, 
which exceed 950 square feet from 
being installed as permanent re- 
sidences on any lot where other types 
of dwelling units may be placed. 

“This is another example of poorly- 
worded state legislation that confuses 
citizens and city government and just 
creates more court cases,” Ray Azar, 
city council president, said following 
the information meeting. 

Kuhn noted during the meeting that 
the effective date on the legislation 
was postponed for a year after 
passage ‘‘in order to give localities an 


Find out more abad the mobile home issue 
in an additional report today on Page 2. 


opportunity to study effective 
methods for regulating manufactured 
housing." 
Meanwhile, it seems the city has a 
small number of simple options. 
One is to leave the current zoning 
ordinance as it is, according to Azar. 
Among the many requirements out- 
lined in Terre Haute's existing com- 
prehensive zoning ordinance is a 
stipulation that ‘‘only one mobile 
home may be permitted and situated 
on each 20,000 square foot area.” 
‘We're (Terre Haute) probably the 
only one" with a requirement that 
strict, Chalos said following the 
meeting. 


The city ordinance also states that 
"the location of mobile homes for any 
purpose within this municipality, ex- 
cept in a mobile home park or in a 
Mobile Home Conditional Use Zone, 
shall not be allowed.” 


The current ordinance appears to 
be ‘‘exclusionary”’ when reviewed in 
relation to the new state law. But 
Azar said one option is no changes to 


the current ordinance and just wait- 
ing until the courts have had the 
opportunity to interpret the new law. 

A second choice is to adopt the 
model ordinance, or a revision of it, 
which was discussed Thursday by 
Kuhn. Also, the city could amend the 
current ordinance or develop a totally 
new set of regulations for compliance 
with the new state law. 

Whatever the decision, citizens 
may expect it to be made at least 
before July 1, 1982, when the new 
state law takes effect. 

During the Thursday meeting, 
which lasted about an hour, Kuhn 
used about half the allotted time for 
a prepared talk and a slide presenta- 
tion, illustrating various types of 
manufactured housing. 

Questions followed. 

Council member Norma Spork 
asked Kuhn if he thought the city was 
too "strict" with its 20,000-feet 
square area requirement for mobile 
homes. 

Kuhn replied that based on his 
experience as a professional planner, 


the requirement is "a very poor 
planning tool." He added that from 
the perspective of his new role with 
IMHA, the requirement is ‘‘ex- 
clusionary.'' 

Council member June Hanley of- 
fered a hypothetical situation — such 
as placement of a $40,000 manufac- 
tured home into a neighborhood of 
$80.000 to $100,000 homes — for 
response by Kuhn. 

She added that some of the council 
member's questions might seem 
“picky.” But, she explained, “We're 
going to really be on the hot seat with 
this.” 

In response to Mrs. Hanley’s query, 
Kuhn discussed the unlikelihood that 
the purchaser of a $40,000 manufac- 
tured home would choose to pay the 
price for a expensive lot in an area of 
higher-priced homes. 

Aside from the cost factor, he 
noted earlier that “provisions within 
your zoning ordinance can be used to 
limit the placement of manufactured 
homes to those zones and 
neighborhoods where they would be 
compatible.” 


In response to another query, Kuhn 


explained that current state regula- 
tions allow that a mobile home placed 
on land owned by the mobile home 
owner or placed on a permanent 
foundation may be taxed as real 
property. 
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Property rezoning up 


for city consi 


By PATRICIA RE 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Five petitions for property rezonings will be reviewed 
Thursday during the Terre Haute City Council's sunshine 
session at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Courtroom. 

This month's council agenda also includes ordinances to 
approve a three-year contract for trash collection and 
disposal; charge a yearly permit fee for arcade games, 
and strengthen local law enforcement's authority to arrest 
persons in city parks after closing time. 

Council and public discussion Thursday concerning the 
rezonings will be without benefit of the Vigo County Area 
Plan Commission's recommendation on each petition due 
to a calendar quirk. 

The area plan commission meets the first Wednesday of 
each month and the city council sunshine session is the 
first Thursday of each month. The area plan commission 
this month will not meet until Oct. 7 — the day before the 
council's regular session is scheduled. 

However, the plan commission's recommendations on 
the rezonings will be determined and forwarded to the city 
council before its regular voting session. 

Aside from the area planning department staff's re- 
search on rezoning requests, city council president Ray 
Azar explained that plan commission's recommendation 
does affect the councils vote. 

If the plan commission forwards a ‘‘negative recommen- 
dation” on a rezoning request, Azar noted that six rather 
tharfive (in the instance of a positive recommendation) 
city council member votes are required to override the 
negative recommendation. 

The plan - commission's recommendation “can sway 
some opinions of the councilmen.” Azar said. 

Categorically. the rezonings before the council might be 
broken into groups with three related to economic develop- 
ment or commercial enterprise, and two concerning multi- 
family housing. 

City council president Ray Azar told The TRIBUNE, 
that the only rezoning petition he has had inquiries about 
is related to property at 25th and Hulman Streets. 

Property owners Arley G. and Carolyn S. Andrews seek 
to change the classification of property at 1652 S. 25th St. 
from a C-1 ‘neighborhood commerce district) to a C-2 
(limited community commerce). 

According to the rezoning petition, the Andrews’ propose 
to lease the vacant property, which was previously used as 
a gas Station. 

Another rezoning request to be considered by the council 
is for property including the Meadows Shopping Center and 
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adjacent property where the now vacant Schulte High 
School and Convent buildings are located. 

Petitioners Hulman and Co. and Terre Haute Realty Co. 
are jointly seeking to rezone the two separate properties 
to a C-3 (regional commerce district) classification to 
"facilitate remodeling and addition to Meadows Center 
Shopping .Center and the economic use, upkeep and 
development of the former Schulte High School property,” 
according to documents filed in the city clerk's office. 


Hulman and Co. owns property bounded by Poplar 
Street, Ohio Boulevard, 30th Street and Meadows Shopping 
Center, which is currently zoned R-1 (single family 
residential) and includes the vacant Schulte High School 
building. 

Terre Haute Realty Co. seeks to change the existing C-2 
classification of Meadows Shopping Center to C-3. 

On the city's northside, property owner Steven A. 
Minnett seeks a rezoning for 2229 Woodlawn Ave., current- 
ly zoned R-2 (two-family residential). A proposed zoning 
change to C-2 would allow the property to be used for 
WPFR radio station offices and studios. 


Muiti-family housing needs are reflected in two other 
rezoning requests. Both properties are currently zoned R-2 
and an R-3 classification is sought. 

John Thomas Dice seeks a rezoning in order to renovate 
and use a basement apartment unit in a dwelling at 820 S. 
Ninth St. 

According to a petition by Robert L. Power, a rezoning 
is needed to develop vacant land located at N. Fourth and 
Elizabeth Avenues into multi-family apartment re- 
sidences. 

Faced with, in some instances, neighborhood rights 
versus economic development concerns, Azar said, this 
was the most difficult thing about being a council member 
— “Trying to arrive at a balance. 

‘You have to look at the whole picture. What is good for 
Terre Haute — from a business standpoint to make it 
conducive to operate a business.... And, you have to look 
at protecting the neighborhoods also," he said. 

"Each case is different, each case is individual. And, 
just because you think one way about a certain rezoning 
request, two blocks down, there might be a completely 
different set of circumstances," Azar explained. 

“That’s the toughest thing about being a councilman — 
the rezonings," he commented. 

Council members must consider variables and different 
circumstances for each rezoning, and Azar explained that 
that's the part the public often doesn't understand. 
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Various rezonings 
spark controversy 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Controversy-sparking dialogue at 
the Terre Haute City Council meeting 
Thursday was not confined to only 
two rezonings (see related story on 
Page 1). 

Property owner Robert L. Power 
has petitioned the council for an R-3 
rezoning of land at North Fourth 
Street and Elizabeth Avenue, which is 
currently classified R-2. Some resi- 
dents in the area say they don't want 
it to be approved. 

Area resident Pat Kellett, 2920 N. 
Third St., told the council, “Last time 
we got over 60 signatures. This time 
we've got over a hundred." Mrs. 
Kellet said the residents in the area 
want the vacant land developed, but 
not as rental property. 

“People up there absolutely do not 
want rental property... If they want 
to*build single family homes, we're 
all for it," she said. 

According to Mrs. Kellett, Power 
attempted to develop the property 
about two years ago and apparently 
did not receive rezoning approval. 

Joe Adams, 300 Thomas Ave. said 


the proposed development ''doesn't ' 


fit our area." 

Adams said he and other 
homeowners purchased property in 
the area because it was a single- 
family residence neighborhood. 

Public reaction to two other rezon- 
ing petitions was not as dramatic. 

Property owner Steven A. Minnett 
seeks to rezone 2229 Woodlawn Ave. 


For more about what happened at the City 
Council's sunshine meeting Thursday night, check 
Page 1. 


from its R-2 residential classification 
to C-2 for limited community com- 
merce. 

WPFR-FM radio station proposes 
to use the property for offices and 
studios. 

Based on discussion Thursday. 
there is no opposition to a rezoning 
petition by John Dice who seeks an 
R-3 classification to renovate an 
apartment unit in a building at 820 S. 
Ninth St. 

Mayor Pete Chalos, who was pre- 
sent for the council session Thursday, 
remained silent throughout all the 
rezoning discussions. 

In other business, the council dis- 
eussed an ordinance which will in- 
crease the annual license fee for 
arcade games, such as pinball 
machines, from a reported $5 to $25 
per unit. 

The same ordinance may be 
amended, due to a provision which 
reportedly stipulates that arcade 
games could not operate between 1 
a.m. and 7 a.m., before it is voted on. 

William Price questioned the 
legality of the closed hours stipula- 
tion and noted that all commercial 
enterprises are not required by law to 
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close by 1 a.m. 

City attorney Robert Effner told 
Price this aspect of the ordinance 
would be reviewed before the council 
meeting Thursday. 

Dick Hanley represented the city 
parks department concerning two or- 
dinances. 

One ordinance would establish a 10 
p.m. park closing time. 

The other ordinance is to establish 
a non-reverting account for the Rea 
Park Driving Range. 


Council member Price asked City 
Engineer Louis Glascock whether 
merchants in areas affected by pro- 


* posed no parking zones had been 


contacted and Glascock said they had 
not. The city proposes to place no 
parking zones at 25th and Maple, 13th 
and Locust, and 13th and Crawford 
Streets. 


Council members June Hanley, 
Larry Kirchner and Jack Neaderhiser 
were not present for the sunshine 
session. 


The city council will act on all 
proposed ordinances during its re- 
gular meeting Thursday at 7:30 p.m. 
in the City Hall Courtroom. 
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Zoning Ordinance 


BY GERALD P. GRIMES 
Star Staff Writer 


A comprehensive zoning ordinance 
for the City of Terre Haute may be 
put on the back burner again follow- 
ing Thursday's “sunshine meeting" 
of the city council. 


Although no vote was taken at the 
session. the consensus among council 
members seemed to be that more 
discussion is needed before a new 
zoning ordinance is approved. 

Particular concern over how the 
Vigo County Welfare Department's 
group homes would be addressed in 
the new ordinance was expressed by 
a number of speakers and council 
members at the meeting. 

“All I'm asking is that it be given 
some further consideration," Glenn 
Cardwell, director of VCWD said. 

"We'd be glad to be a part of an 
effort to examine the ordinance," 
Cardwell added on behalf of his agen- 
cy. 

Mayor Pete Chalos and some city 
council members have indicated that 
they would favor a stipulation in the 
new ordinance which would require 
VCWD to seek rezoning for new group 
homes. 

“It’s something people in the com- 
munity have a right to know about 
and it is part of our responsibility," 
Council member June Hanley said. 

Cardwell and others connected 
with the welfare department's group 
homes project seemed to disagree. 

"It has been our experience that 
everyone agrees the homes are 
needed but everyone also says they 
don't want them in their 
neighborhoods," Cardwell said. 

Hanley suggested setting up a 
special meeting to air opinions on the 
zoning ordinance and the group 
homes issue. 

Wabash Valley Central Labor 
Council representative Eugene 
Dabelow read an article from a re- 
cent edition of The Star concerning 
the ordinance. He concluded that 
further study was needed before 
passage. 

“I agree with Mrs. Hanley. Before 
we go to passing an ordinance we 
should get it to where it isn't a flam," 
Dabelow said. 

Mayor Chalos questioned Cardwell 
about the group homes program in 
general. 

"Have there been any studies 
which would indicate that a large 
orphanage or home would be better 
than having six group homes around 
the county?" Chalos asked. 

Cardwell responded by pointing out 


that the current program was set up 
to replace Glenn Home a few years 
ago. and the advantages of group 
homes over a single facility were 
considered at that time. 

"Was the Glenn Home replaced 
because the facility was outdated and 
in need of repair?" Chalos asked. 

"Part of that was considered, yes; 
the physical plant was in need of 
replacement. But we also considered 
what was best for the kids," Cardwell 
said. 

* In other matters before the council, 
the proposed city sewer rate increase 
was explained by Sewer Disposal 
Billing Office Manager Charles L. 
Bryan, Jr. 

Bryan read from a prepared state- 
ment to the council, explaining why 
he thinks the rate increase is 
necessary. 

"Over the past year and a half 
every effort has been made to 
decrease costs and increase efficien- 
cy in order to avoid a rate increase 
for as long as possible," Bryan said. 

He explained that Terre Haute has 
"lost its bond rating" because not 
enough operational funds are 
available to keep in a sinking fund 
required to keep the rating. Bond 
payments are and have always been 
made, Bryan pointed out. 

Basically, the rate increase would 
raise the city rate from $.66% to 
$.86!2 per 100 cubic feet. 

Bryan gave an example of how the 
increase would affect the average 
resident. He said a household in the 
city using 10 consumptions (one con- 
sumption is equal to 750 gallons of 
water) would have an increase of $2 
for a three month period, $.66 per 
month. 

Outside rates would increase from 
$.83 to $1.08 per 100 cubic feet, a 
difference of $.25. 

In addition, Bryan recommended 
that a minimum charge of 3 consump- 
tions be established. The least a 
sewer bill would amount to if the 
minimum is established would be 
$2.59 inside the city and $3.24 outside. 

The council also considered two 
appropriations Thursday, one for the 
Transit Utility to fund the city's share 
of that agency's operational costs, 
and another for the central eastside 
project. The appropriations 
amounted to $125,858 and $34,250, 
respectively. 

Union Hospital brought before the 
council its request for rezoning of 
property at 1506 and 1512 N. 6th for 
use as parking lots. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 
A proposed group home ordinance is expected to be 
tabled by the Terre Haute City Council tonight when it 
meets in regular session in the City Hall Courtroom at 7:30 


.m. 

Also, a northside property rezoning, a proposed sewage 
rate increase and two appropriation items are scheduled to 
be acted on. 

Referring to the proposed group homes amendment to 
the zoning ordinance, Ray Azar, council president, said, ''I 
would hope that it would be tabled or withdrawn." 

One proposed group home amendment was tabled by the 
council during the August-session. A revised draft of the 
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ordinance tabled last month was presented during the 
"sunshine session” of the council last week. 

Further review and discussion was suggested and a 
meeting date for this purpose is expected to be announced 
tonight. 

Meanwhile, the sewage billing office seeks approval for 
two rate increases. The inside city rate would raise from 
6612 cents to 86% cents per 100 cubic feet and the outside 
city rate from 83 cents to $1.08. 

A minimum sewage disposal charge of three consump- 
tions has also been requested. 

In-other business, an ordinance to appropriate $125,858 
from the cumulative capital improvement fund for the 
transportation utility will be voted on tonight: 
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The sum is the city’s “local” match for the transit 
system’s projected 1982 operating expenses. The federal 
share will be $379,734 and the state's totals $253.156, 
according to Jay Mitchell, West Central Indiana Economic 
Development District. 

Mitchell told The TRIBUNE that even a proportionally 
small cut in the amount requested would affect the transit 
utility's funded operation. 

“Tf they were to simply just reduce their share by $10,000 
that would reduce the whole project by about $60,000” due 
to the state and federal percentage shares which are 
matches to the local share, Mitchell said. 

Funding requests for the transit utility are based on 
estimates for operating expenses. "The total estimated 


expense for bus operation in 1982 is about $972,950, 
according to Mitchell. 

While governmental appropriations (city, state and 
federal) are estimated to total $759,468, it is also estimated 
that the more than $200,000 cost-difference for total 
operating expenses will be covered by revenue from bus 
fares and advertising. 

A second appropriation oridinance is for $34,250 from the 
cumulative capital improvement fund for the Central 
Eastside for new curbs and sidewalks. 

Final action on an ordinance to rezone property at 1506 
and 1512 N. 6% St. is scheduled tonight. Union Hospital 
seeks the rezoning (a change from R-2 to C-2) to convert 
the property into parking lots. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Zoning issues, particularly for 


issue 
attention 


“There are other considerations we 
need to take into this for people who 
need the facilities," she said. People 


group homes, drew the most lengthy | generally concurred with this idea, 
discussion at a sunshine meeting of | including Eugene Dabelow, represen- 


the Terre Haute City Council on 
Thursday. 

Only one citizen appeared to oppose 
the proposed sewage rate increase, 
which was one of five items on the 
council agenda for the public in- 
formation session at which no voting 
occurs. 

For discussion purposes, at least, 
the sewage rate increase took a 
backseat to dialogue exchanges over 
proposed zoning for group homes. 

Professional family and group care 
service providers who attended the 
meeting seemed less concerned about 
the procedure for establishing group 
homes and more concerned about the 
possible elimination of the homes due 
to potential future zoning restrictions 
and public attitudes. 

Spokestnen who addressed - the 
council spoke of the “need” for group 
homes and concurred that study of 
proposed ordinances affecting group 
homes should be "'seriously" . un- 
dertaken. 

"Everyone agrees that the children 
or whoever it is needs care, but 
everyone will also agree that they 
don't want them in their 
neighborhood," said Glenn Card well, 
director of the Vigo County Welfare 
Department, which maintains two 
group homes in the city and one in the 
county. 

“It takes a lot less time to re- 
habilitate in a group setting, than it 
does in\an institution," Cardwell ex- 

lained. 

“The need (for group homes) is 
very, very great," said John Moore of 
Hamilton: Center. ''The service you 
provide is very complex." 

Council member June Hanley re- 
commended a special joint meeting 
of council members and interested 


| 
| 


tative of the Wabash Valley Central 
Labor Council. 

Dabelow discussed his affiliation 
with Bethany House and urged the 
council to not ‘take too long” in its 
deliberations over group home zon- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, the council's decision- 
making role in relation to establish- 
ment of family and group care 
facilities was one point of discussion. 

Some council members said that 
“all” requests for group homes 
should be presented to the council. 

Discussion Thursday primarily 
focused on a 10-page revised or- 

|j dinance prepared by Robert Baer of 
the Vigo County Area Planning De- 
partment. 

Baer said his concern about the 
original ordinance (a one-page docu- 
ment prepared by counsel for the 
city) was that “it didn't have any 
definitions and lumped all group 
homes in one zone together.” 

Referring to the revised ordinance, 
Baer spoke of two questions to 
possibly be resolved by the council. 


"Should group homes be permitted , 


in all residential districts upon meet- 
ing certain requirements or should all 
group homes come before the city 
council to get approval?" he stated. 

Secondly, he said, “If all group 
homes do go before the council, how 
do you distinguish one kind of group 
home from another unless you have 
different characteristics?” 

Under the revised ordinance, group 
homes would be divided into eight 
primary classifications and a permit 
‘system would be implemented. 
| Some council member resistance 
Stemmed from one part of the or- 
dinance which would allow establish- 
ment of some types of ‘‘low intensi- 


persons to review the proposed zoning |ty” group homes upon fulfillment of 


ordinances for group homes. 


specific requirements and issuance of 
an administrative permit from the 
city building and zoning inspector. 


ome ^ 


For "more intensive. service," a 
conditional use permit approved by 
the City Council would be required. 

“I talked to the mayor this morning 
and he insisted that all these should 
go before the council because the 
council should have the final say..."' 
Baer said. y 
' Council president Ray Azar told 
Baer, “The amendment that you've 
given us has provisions for R-1 group 
homes.... then in any negihborhood 
in the city, a group home could exist 
under R-1” zoning classification. 

Under existing laws, “If someone 
wanted to establish a group home, 
they would have to come before the 
council" and the home could only be 
located in an area with an R-3 zoning 
classification, according to Azar. 

"A person could go out and buy 
eight houses in Terre Haute... meet 
the requirements and go to the city 
building inspector and they could not 
deny it because they've met all the 
requirements. The building inspector 
would, in fact, then be rezoning pro- 
perty if you accept part of this or- 
dinance,’’ Chalos said. 

“I don't think my building inspec- 
tors should be rezoning property for 
anybody," he concluded. 
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STAR STAFF REPORT 

City Council members cut back the 
proposed sewer rate increase from $.20 
per 100 cubic feet to $.16 per 100 cubic 
feet during Thursday’s regular session. 

Counci! members also voted to table 
any decision on a zoning ordinance for 
group home institutions in the city. 

The increase met its first opposition 
with in members of the finance com- 
mittee of the council, who reported 
they had did not favor the proposal. 

Council member Larry Kirchner 
proposed in the form of a motion that 
the amount of the increase be reduced 
to $.16. He indicated a larger increase 
was not needed. 

Kirchners ammendinent passed 
with only council members Norma 
Spork, June Hanley and William Price 
voting against reducing the increase. 

Following the passage of the amend- 
ment, Charles L. Bryan Jr., manager 
of the sewer billing office, was asked a 
number of questions about he proposed 
increase by the council. 

He reported that about $602,000 
would be raised by a $.16 increase, and 


that some $800,000 would be needed to ` 


repair and purchase equipment and 
help put the department back on a 
sound financial footing. 


William Price of the council ques- | 


tioned Bryan about figures given for. 


operational expenses. Price had ap- 4 


parently requested a year-end annual 


financial statement to obtain detailed l 


information about sewer department 
operational costs. 
Price said he was not provided with 


complete information, and said some — 


figures he received differed from what 
Bryan had already given the council. 


La oo how HAr are 3 record. The action was cleared by the 


business this way," Price said. 


He complained that an annual report - 
should be compiled at year-end to. 


provide a quick source of reference 
concerning the department. 

When the ammended ordinance 
came to a vote, Council President 
Raymond Azar qualified his support by 
saying he thought even a $.16 increase 
was too much. He said the sewer 
department could “get by with less and 
still turn things around in two years. 

“J would hope that if you find this 16 
cents is too much of an increase you 
would come back before the. council 
and ask for a rate reduction," Azar 
said. 


Council 


The amended ordinance passed py a 
6-2 vote with only council members 
Spork and Price casting no votes. 

A group homes ordinance, the sub- 
ject of lengthy debate at last week's 
"sunshine" meeting of the council, was 
tabled at this week's meeting. 

Because council members and 
others who addressed the issue last 
week say the issue needs futher study, 
Kirchner motioned to table the or- 
dinance with Azar also speaking 
favorably of the action. 

A meeting between Vigo County 


Area Plan Commission represen- 
tatives, the city council, and others is 
to be organized in the near future. 


Council members rejected an offer 
by Area Plan to meet next Tuesday 
because of a special meeting on Thurs- 
day of next week concerning the mobile 
homes issue. 

The. city council and mayor are to 
participate in a discussion with an 
expert on the Indiana General As- 
sembly concerning changes in state 
law governing the location of mobil 
homes in a zoned area. The Thursday 
meeting is open to the public and is set 
for 7 p.m. 

In routine business, the council voted 
for two appropriations, $125,858 for the 
Transportation Utility and $34,250 for 
the Department of Redevelopment for 
the Central Eastside Project. The 
transit appropriation represents the 
city's share of the utility's operational 
costs for the year. 

A motion legalizing budget actions 
taken last month was passed on a 
suspended rules motion of the council. 
An error caused the budget actions not 
to be entered in the council's official 


State Board of Accounts as legal and 
acceptable, according to. City Com- 
ptroller Tharon Geckler. 
_ordinance to rezone property for 
Union Hospital to be used as parking 
| facitlities was passed. The property is 
‘S located at 1506 and 1512 N. 6% St. 
Among several resolutions con- 
sidered by the council were 13 funds 
transfers for various city departments, 
and three Industrial Revenue Bonds 
resolution approvals. 
m 
LM 


IRB. enabling resolutions were 
passed for Nu-Treads Inc., Brighton 
Hall Co., and Caddillac Ferndale Corp. 
All had been approved by the 
Economic Development Commission 
'and had city redevelopment depart- 
ment approval. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Local neighborhood residents flex- 
ed their muscles by presenting 
signature-filled petitions and verbal 
pleas in opposition to specific rezon- 
ing requests reviewed by the Terre. 
Haute City Council during its ‘‘sun- 
shine" meeting Thursday. 

However, attorneys representing 
local businessmen pointed to 
economic development, meaning an 
increased tax base for the city among 
other things, as they stated their 
clients' cases for proposed endeavors 
requiring a change in zoning 
classification. 

Formal action on the items re- 
viewed during the more than 90- 
minute information session will be 
taken Thursday, Oct. 8, during the 
council's regular session. 

A proposed liquor store at 1652 S. 
25th St. and a petition to rezone the 
vacant Schulte High School building 
and property along with Meadows 
Shopping Center earned the most 
discussion time Thursday. i 

In addition to those two rezoning 
requests, neighborhood resistance 
was voiced about proposed develop- 


esidents 
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Other rezoning issues also received 
discussion at the council meeting; 
related story, page 10. 


ment of 44 rental apartment units on 


vacant land located at North Fourth 
Street and Elizabeth Avenue. 
Several persons, including city at- 
torney Robert Effner, expressed op- 
position to: a C-2 zoning classification 
for property at 1652 S. 25th St. and its 
proposed use as a liquor store. 
Effner, who was seated with the 


.council members in their horseshoe- 


shaped arrangement in the City Hall 
Courtroom, rose from his seat and 
walked to the same microphone used 
by citizens in the audience to speak. 
Effner lives at 2615 Hulman St., and 
was apparently speaking as a resi- 
dent of the area. 

Four people with the surname Ef- 
fner addressed the council. However, 
the initial opposition statement on 
this rezoning was offered by Mike 
Effner, 2601 Hulman, who noted in- 
creased traffic, the increased 
possibility of drunk drivers in the 
area and concern for the safety of the 
*many'' children in the 
neighborhood. A 
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Mike Effner also offered that ‘‘bet- 
ter than 100 or so signatures" were 
included on a neighborhood petition of 
residents opposed to the rezoning. 

He questioned the council about 
how the Hulman Street rezoning 
"was brought about by a special 
petition." 

Annette Coakley, 1810 S. 26th St., 
said, “I've heard from several people 
that several.. on the council had 
already committed to voting on this.”’ 

Mrs. Coakley' said the neighborhood 
should be polled on the rezoning and 
that due to the special council call 
which placed this rezoning on this 
month's agenda, area residents would 
not have ample opportunity to or- 
ganize a resistance effort. 

"Judging from the numbér of 
phone calls I've gotten at home, I 
think everyone has been informed," 
council president Ray Azar told Mrs. 
Coakley. He also said the special 
council call on the rezoning petition 


was the result of “some mix-up” with ' 


the county area planning department. 

Council member Wiliam Price 
noted that as of Thursday only one 
person had called him about the 
rezoning. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Although most members of the Terre Haute City Council 
are in favor of proposed renovation of Meadows Shopping 
Center, there is a strong likelihood that a rezoning request 
to accommodate future expansion of the center will be 
tabled when the council meets in regular session at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday in the City Hall Courtroom. 

Council members have expressed a need for more 
specific information before making their decision. 

Along with a rezoning for the shopping center, the 
petitioner also seeks to rezone property where the vacant 
Schulte High School building is located. Residents in an 
area adjacent to the Schulte High School grounds told the 
council last week that they wanted to know specifically 
what the plans were because of the possible impact on 
their neighborhood. 

The petitioners, Hulman and Co. and Terre Haute Realty 
Co., submitted four sets of proposed plans (which inclyde 
an expanded Kroger food store) for the shopping center. 
No plans for the Schulte grounds were submitted, but 
spokesmen suggested that the school building might be 
renovated for use as an office building. 
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Meanwhile, south of the shopping center, at 1652 S. 25th 
St., a rezoning request which would allow a liquor store in 
a vacant service station building has been the source of 
some neighborhood opposition. 

Chances for passage of this special ordinance seem good 
asa majority of council members polled by The TRIBUNE 
indicated that after substantial review of all the factors 
they were "leaning" toward a favorable vote on the 
rezoning. 


All the speculative returns weren't in, however, on a 
third rezoning petition for vacant property at Fourth Street 
and Elizabeth Avenue which is also opposed by some 
neighboring residents. 


Although some council members indicated that the 
proposed development of duplexes and four-plexes at the 
location seemed compatible with the neighborhood, most 
said they were ‘‘undecided’’ about their vote on the 
request. 

Two otber special ordinances to rezone properties at 2229 
Woodlawn and 820 S. Ninth St. were not opposed last week. 
Passage of both is expected. 

Eight council members interviewed this week (Jack 
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Neaderhiser, who has not attended recent meetings due to 
illness, was not contacted), clarified that generally they do 
not make a final decision on most issues until the evening 
of the regular council session. 


Recommendations from the Vigo County Area Plan 
Commission, which meets tonight, and other new informa- 
tion which might be presented Thursday during the first 
half-hour of the meeting allotted for public comment may 
alter the council members’ attitudes. 

Regardless of the consensus reached Thursday, a ma- 
jority of the council stated that rezoning decisions are ''by 
far’’ the toughest part of the job. 


And, among the types of rezonings, requests for busi- 
nesses in or near residential areas — such as the proposed 
Meadows/Schulte property rezoning and the South 25th 
Street request — are usually the most controversial. 

One area of total agreement among the council members 
was that each rezoning request must be reviewed in- 
dividually. No two sets of circumstances are exactly alike, 
they explained. 

They described rezonings as basically a no-win situation 
because there are usually two sides: 

Some said that while they like to remain open minded 
when faced with neighborhood interests on the one hand 
and economic development or business interests on the 
other, there is a tendency to sympathize or lean toward 
protecting neighborhoods. 

Others discussed a fine line between the two and concern 
for the overall best interest of the city. 

Looking to the future, some council members conceded 
there are weaknesses in the existing zoning ordinance and 
said they favor some revision. (Individual council mem- 
bers' and Mayor Pete Chalos’ views on rezonings and 
related subjects will be included in a special report 
Thursday in The TRIBUNE.) 

Meanwhile, although rezoning petitions drew the most 
attention last week during the sunshine session. other 
items to be voted on Thursday include: 

—A contract with Jamax Corp. for trash collection and 
disposal (with a first year cost of $689,150: second year. 
$729,266; and third year, $773,766); 

—A proposed $25 per machine annual license fee for 
arcade games to be paid by the machine's owner; and 

—Hours for public use of the city's parks from 8 a.m 
until 10 p.m. 
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By PATRICIA KRAP Be 
Tribune Staff Writer 

All the elements of a fine dramatic 
play — except intermission — were 
present Wednesday during the re- 
gular meeting of the Vigo County 
Area Planning Commission. 

The more than-3Y2.hour. meeting 
focused primarily on three rezoning 
petitions. Public attendance packed 
the house and legal concerns provided 
the necessary dramatic conflict. 

Following more than 90 minutes of 
debate and discussion, a commission 
vote resulted in what was termed a 
*non-quorum"' favorable recommen- 
dation for a C-3 rezoning for Meadows 
Shopping Center and the vacant 
Schulte High School building and con- 
vent grounds. 


In a detailed recommendation for 
the city council, the commission 
clarified that the petitioner Hulman 
and Co. and Terre Haute Realty Co.; 
represented by attorney George Brat- 
tain, had agreed to five specific items 
in deference to neighborhood con- 
cerns about the Schulte property. 

The commission's recommenda- 
tion was based on a suggestion that 
development of the Schulte property 
should satisfy five protective 
measures recommended by residents 
in the affected area, specifically pro- 
perty owners on South 30th Street. 

The recommendations were the re- 
sult of a recent meeting between 
some 30th Street residents and Joe 
Cloutier, property manager for Terre 
Haute Realty Co. 

The five items include completed 
curb work; drainage; a 40-feet buffer 
zone between the Schulte grounds and 
30th Street residents west of the 
property; no additional curb cuts, 


"Ys for fire ata or Ets amia 
concerns; anu a privacy fence. 

Plan commission members Louis 
Glascock, June Hanley and William 
Miller voted against recommendation 
of the rezoning. 

Discussion concerning the pro- 


. posed site for a liquor store — 1652 S. 


25th St. — was equally heated and 
may become the source of a legal 
battle at a future date. 


The commission's action on this 
petition was again termed a ‘‘non- 
quorum" favorable recommendation. 

Voting against granting the rezon- 
ing were Louis Glascock and William 
Miller, and Thomas Fitzpatrick abs- 
tained. 

Robert Effner, 2615 Hulman St., 
who is also employed as the city 
attorney for Terre Haute, told the 
commission that there ''has to be 50 
feet between the building" and a 
property line north of the site for the 
proposed liquor store. 


“I don't believe this can legally be 
zoned C-2," Effner said. 

Effner said the commission should 
consider the original purpose of the 


“zoning ordinance ‘‘to preserve the 


integrity of neighborhoods.” 

Area planning department staffer 
Robert Baer, who presented staff 
comments and recommendations on 
the rezoning petitions, noted that 
Effner’s statement was valid, but 
that C-2 rezonings in the past have not 
had to meet all the requirements. 

Effner charged that if the zoning 
ordinance could be changed to accom- 
modate tenants for vacant buildings, 
then the ordinance was ‘‘virtually 
useless." 

Effner's brother, Mike, charged 
that the lessors intending to convert 
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the vacant service station into a 
liquor store did not apply for a build- 
ing permit when work originally 
began on the site. 

After the meeting, Effner told The 
TRIBUNE that he could not comment 
when asked whether property owners 
might take legal action against the 
city if the rezoning were approved. 

He clarified that if he were asked 
for a legal’ opinion: on this. rezoning 
during tonight’s council meeting. he 
would not be able to offer one because 
of a conflict of interest. 

Concern over a third rezoning peti- 
tion drew residents from the area of 
Fourth Street and Elizabeth Avenue 
to protest. 

After lengthy discedit Son, the com- 
mission recommended that property 
owner Robert L. Power's petition to 
rezone property for the development 
and construction of duplexes and 
four-plexes be tabled by the city 
council. 

Residents primarily complained 
that the traffic density created by 44 
dwelling units on four acres of land 
would be damaging to their 
neighborhood. 

With little ado, the commission 
voted a favorable recommendation on 
a C-2 rezoning of property at 2229 
Woodlawn for proposed use as a radio 
studio and station. 

However, the property reportedly 
does not meet the required 50-foot 
separation from a residential district. 
This same stipulation was the source 
of legal questioning by Effner in 
relation to the South 25th Street pro- 
perty. 

The commission also recom- 
mended favorably for a rezoning 
classification of property at 820 S. 
Ninth St. to an R-3 classification. 


9| Saleyny Anunwuo 


| 

| 

b - 
| | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


mT OCTS 1a oTe 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

“Property, like liberty, though im- 
mune under the Constitution from 
destruction, is not immune from re- 
gulation essential for the common 
good. What the regulation shall be, 
every generation must work out for 
itself.” 

Benjamin N. Cardozo 
' Nearly every month the Terre 
Haute City Council exercises its 
autħority in relaticn to property in 
this city. 

In particular, the nine-member city 
council has the responsibility of act- 
ing on proposed amendments to the 
Terre Haute Comprehensive Zoning 
Ordinance, which was first adopted in 
1967. ! 

These specific amendments are 
commonly referred to as ''rezonings" 
and for the ll-year period including 
1968-1979, 302 petitions for rezoning 
were filed in the city clerk's office, 
according to a summary report pre- 
pared by the Vigo County Area Plan- 
ning Department. ^ 

In 1980, 32 rezoning petitions were 
filed and thus far this year, 25 peti- 
tions have been filed. 

A majority of council members 
interviewed this week by The 
TRIBUNE said that rezoning de- 
cisions were the most difficult part of 
the job. (Jack Neaderhiser, who has 
not attended recent meetings due to 
illnes, was not contacted.) 

The council members also dis- 
cussed their approach to rezoning 
decisions, their attitudes about 
possible changes to the ordinance and 
how much influence the mayor has 
over the council. 

Mayor Pete Chalos, a councilman 
for eight years, was also contacted 
for his views on zoning and related 
issues, including his assessment of 
what his influence is on the council. 
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With 10 years experience as. a 
member of the city's legislative body, 
Kenneth Thomas was among the 
council members who said rezoning 
decisions are the hardest part of the 
job. P 
j They're a “no win” situation, ac- 
cording to council president Ray 
Azar. "You're not going to make 
many friends with rezonings because 
of the two points of view." 

Yet, most of the council members 
are adamant that they not lose their 
authority to review ''every'' rezoning 
petition and that they know ''exactly 
what's happening with property use 
in the city. Most say, simply, it’s a 
major part of their responsibility. as 
elected officials. t 

June Hanley, a two-year council 
member, explained, “I think you're 
sort of a protector for the people who 
put you in office.” z 

Rezoning followed closely by 
“economic decisions,” were the 
items earning the ‘‘toughest part of 
the job” vote from Norma Spork, 
five-year council member. 4 

William Jarvis, a 14-year council 
member, said all the council's 
responsibilities are important, but 
that probably ‘‘money”’ decisions are 
the most difficult and important at 
this particular period in the city's 
history. 

Judith Anderson said “trying to 
please.everyone — you just can't do 
it," is the most difficult thing about 
her role on the city council. 

Reflecting on his days as a council 
member, Chalos said, ‘‘one of the real 
tough jobs is rezoning.... You havea 
conflict between a person's personal 
rights to his property and community 
zoning laws." 

As the city's chief executive, the 
mayor said his ,views on zoning 
haven't changed since his days on the 
council. He said residential areas 


need to be ‘‘protected”’ and "business 
areas need to be developed." 


Naming Third Street and Wabash 
Avenue specifically, the mayor said, 
"Our zoning law has a very ample 
commercial district area in Terre 
Haute.” He said difficulties generally 
arise when someone wants to build a 
business in a residential area. 

“I would lean toward protecting 
the neighborhood in the vast majority 
of cases,” he said. 


Making the decision 


That everyone can't be pleased is 
the one clear-cut issue about rezon- 
ings. 

While all the the council members 
said they try to weigh both economic 
development considerations and 
neighborhood concerns, some said 
they do lean toward protecting 
“neighborhood rights." 

Jarvis said he tries to ‘‘vote for 
what's the most good for the 
neighborhood — giving just con- 
sideration to whoever's trying to get 
things rezoned.” 

Two-year council member Mrs. 
Hanley indicated she's “basically” in 
favor of neighborhood rights, but is 


not against businesses locating on the - 


outskirts of residential areas. 

In addition to considering resi- 
dents' concerns in an area of a pro- 
posed rezoning, Larry Kirchner, a 
council. member for six years, said 
one also has to ask, ''How does that 
párticular piece of property or that 
particular area fit in with what our 
City needs in order to grow and 
continue to be a viable unit?" 

William Price, the only Republican 
member of the council, said two 
factors to be weighed equally are 
‘lack of growth and neighborhood 
rights." 
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‘Fine-line philosophies aside, the 
council members related similar ap- 
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proaches to researching a rezoning 


petition before they vote. 

The routine generally includes a 
visit to the property location and a 
check to see if the site has been 
properly posted to notify area resi- 
dents that a rezoning petition has 
been filed. Some of the council mem- 
bers said they knock on doors near the 
site and talk with neighbors to de- 
termine residents’ attitudes about‘the 
proposed use. 

The possibility of increased traffic 
is another factor which is sometimes 
crucial to the successful passage of a 
petition. And, last, but not least, the 
legality of the requested zoning 
change must be considered. 

Both Jarvis and Mrs. Hanley ex- 
pressed strong opinions about adher- 
ing to the letter of the law, even if 
they don't like the law. 

“The final line as far as I’m con- 
cerped is the legality of something," 
Mrs. Hanley said. 

She said sometimes the council 
does not "have the right to deny 
certain rezonings. There have been 
many times I would have liked to 
have voted against a rezoning, but I 
didn't feel that it was a legally sane 
thing to do." 

And. Jarvis, who mentioned he's 
tried a "couple of times" to affect 
changes to the zoning ordinance, as- 
serted, ‘‘I'm a strong believer that as 
long as those ordinances stand as they 
are written, then they should be 
enforced. 

"In other words," he said, “either 


-change-the law or live up to it — and 


this hasn't been done in all cases." 

Jarvis declined to comment on 
which cases had allegedly violated 
the ordinance. 


> 
1 


4 . 
Dn m 


puno) = 


H AUTE 
— tod 3 8 oe 


"ed 


REM Nat 
= =m 


PO MOT 


Vigo County Public Library 


Changes needed 


_ Due to the broadness of categories 
in the zoning ordinance, which she 
would like to see revised, Mrs. 
Hanley said it’s important that the 
council review every petition because 

"there are too many things that can 
happen... too many options for one 
category.” 

, The comment is pertinent in rela- 
tion to rezoning requests to be con- 
sidered tonight by the council. 

Mrs..Hanley and Mrs. Spork re- 
ferred to the broadness of the C2 
(limited community commerce) 
classification which includes 70 
potential commercial uses ranging 
from pool halls and skating rinks to 
bookstores, drive-in theatres and 
funeral parlors. 

What about a major revision of the 
existing zoning ordinance? 

Mrs. Hanley said she favors a 
major revision — particularly to in- 


clude more "'specific" categories in 


the ordinance. ‘ 

“The problem is going to be getting 
the proper people together and set- 
ting them down and making them 
realize there is a great need for this 
and getting it done," she said. 

She noted the work of the area 
planning department and the city's 
redevelopment department on the 
Terre Haute Comprehensive Plan Up- 
date and said that some zoning 
changes will probably stem from this 
effort. The mayor also indicated that 
some zoning changes might result 
from the city plan update. 

The mayor said he doesn't think 
wholesale revision of the zoning or- 
diance is necessary, but that ‘‘some”’ 
problems will be addressed. 

"That's what we need an update 
for," he said. "So we can see where 
we've been and what our problems 
are and try to alleviate some of the 
situations that have arisen in the 
past." 

Jarvis favors revisions to the zon- 
ing ordinance. Historically speaking, 
Jarvis explained that the compilation 
of the original ordinance adopted in 
1967 ‘twas just too big for anybody... 
to see every little nick and corner of 
the place and see what might happen 
| and how it would really be." 


The consequence of the hurried 


approached to the ordinance, accord- 
ing to Jarvis, has been rezonings 
“because of the mistakes that were 
made." He clarified that there are 
"not as many problems as there used 
to be because many of the problems 
have been corrected." 

“I really think we need to take a 
good look at the city and make some 
plans for the future," Mrs. Hanley 
said. “People are becoming more 
aware of the need for planning. I 
think they're going to have to be," she 
added. 

Concerns about a lack of long-range 
planning for Terre Haute, Price said 
was the major reason he ran for 
office. 

With 2!2 years council experience, 
Price contends that many problems 
the council and city adminstration 
are now faced with are the result of 
a "lack" of long range planning. 

"I would say the present ad- 
ministration has taken a position to 
have some long-range planning com- 
pared to what we've had in the past. 
However, we're looking for results 
too.... The mayor has tried to start 
off on the right track and it's pro- 
bably a little bit too early to make a 
judgment on this, but I'll be around to 
make one," Price remarked. 

Kirchner said said some areas of 
the ordinance could be revised *'to fit 
what is happening today in our socie- 
ty as far as housing is concerned. But 
I think basically if it is done right and 
if it's used correctly that we can still 
make what we have work without any 
problems." 


The city needs to make allowances 
for more apartment construction, 
Kirchner said. He noted the cost of 
housing and that apartments are 
going "to become a way of more and 
more people. 

“If we do not have them inside the 
city. they are going fo find them 
elsewhere," he said. 

Several homes are demolished 
each year and removed from the tax 
rolls and “we're not building a tenth 
as many as we're tearing down," 
Kirchner explained. ''So if we don't 
allow building inside the city, then we 
are going to have a continually erod- 


ing tax base which means a higher 
tax rate, which means more taxes for 
the people who live here." 


City chief's influence 


When asked about the mayor's in- 
fluence over the council, most mem- 
bers volunteered that they had never 
been asked or instructed by the 
mayor to vote a particular way on 
council issues. 

There was consensus that the 
'mayor's opinion is usually common 
knowledge, but as he doesn't make 
phone calls in the ‘‘dead of the night" 
as one council member put it, to 
giving voting instructions. 

Mrs. Spork said council members 
talk informally with mayor. "The 
mayor's quite interested in his city, 
the same as the council members.” 

Noting the composition of the coun- 
cil, Price said, "he's a Democrat and 
all the rest are Democrats — why 
wouldn't he have (influence)?" 

"Most of us feel he's doing such a 
good job for the city, why shouldn't 
we be cooperative? I'm a loyal sup- 
porter of the mayor's and I trust 
anything that he would tell me, he 


would tell me in good faith," Mrs. 
Anderson said. “Ive never felt any 
pressure from him at all." 

Azàr noted the mayor's influence 
depends on the situation and the 
circumstances. For example, he sug- 
gested that the mayor's opinion on a 
rezoning peititon would not have any 
more weight than a community group 
and probably less, but on ad- 
ministrative matters, Azar said, “I 
would say the mayor's opinion would 
have greater significance." 

"Sometimes he (the mayor) has 
access to information that a council 
member might not — simply because 
he is the mayor," Mrs. Hanley said. 
“I do respect his opinion," she said, 
but “it doesn't necessarily change my 
mind and I don't always agree with it 
and I'm sure he would say the same 
thing." 

"I'm sure that to many people it 
looks like the mayor has control of 
the council, but what people don't 
understand is that you cannot vote 
against something just because 
somebody wants it," Kirchner said. 


“If it's good for the city of Terre 
Haute I'm going to vote for it regard- 
less of whether people think the 
mayor's putting words into my mouth 
or not. 

“I'm not saying that he comes to us 
in the dead of night and says this is 
what I want, but what he wants is 
known," Kirchner concluded. 

And, Chalos says, ‘‘Poeple’s in- 
fluence is felt in different ways by 
different people. I don't think I can 
look back and think of any instance 
where I've tried to dictate anything to 
the council.” 

Concerning those times when the 
mayor has said to the council, “You 
know what 1 want on this," Chalos 
said, “It’s usually been in the paper 
the day before or it's been on the 
radio or television or we discussed it 
in the sunshine meeting, or it's been 
a matter of concern for months." 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A compromise decision Thursday during the regular 
meeting of the Terre Haute City Council earned a rezoning 
go-ahead for Meadows Shopping Center. But action on a 
request to rezone the Schulte High School grounds was 
tabled. 

Unanimous council approval of a rezoning petition for 
1652 S. 25th St., where operation of a liquor store is 
planned, came on the heels of conflicting legal opinions and 
some neighborhood opposition. 

And, on a 4-4 vote by the council, a requested rezoning 


‘failed for property located at Fourth Street and Elizabeth 


Avenue. 

Discussion related to three out of five rezoning requests 
consumed most of the more than three-hour meeting. 

The original rezoning petition for Meadows Center and 
the Schulte High School grounds was ‘‘split” into two 
separate requests. A half-win resolution was achieved by 
Terre Haute Realty Co. and Hulman and Co. who sought 
a C-3 rezoning for proposed renovation and development at 
the two property sites. 

The council was adamant about wanting more 
"specific" information about Hulman and Co.’s plans for 
the Schulte grounds. 

However, attorney George Brattain was equally insis- 
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hib hat the the pn " “flexibility.” He said the 


proposed Meadows project, with an estimated cost of more 
than $6 million, requires ‘‘delicate’’ negotiations and 
substantial financial investment by the developer. 

Brattain originally resisted suggestions to separate the 
rezoning requests for the two properties because of the 
possibility that part of the Schulte grounds would be 
included in plans for the Meadows expansion. 

‘To say (to a prospective tenant) that we may have this 
building to lease to you, but we have to have it zoned — we 
don't believe anybody would seriously talk to us about a 
lease on that basis," Brattain said. 

More than $50,000 has been spent to date on consultations 
with architects and engineers, according to Brattain. He 
said that company representatives believe there's a 
demand for "'prime office space." 

Brattain indicated .that before the company ''gets 
further down the road in costs" some assurance was 
needed about rezoning approval for commercial use of the 
Schulte grounds. 

William Cook, 310 S. 30th St., a spokesmen for the 
neighborhood opposing the rezoning of the Schulte property 
until more specific plans are known, suggested Thursday 
that the council either split the two properties or table the 
ordinance. 

‘Jn an equally controversial petition to rezone 1652 S. 
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25th St. to a C-2 classification, legal views were contradic- 
tory. 

Requirements for C-2 stipulate that if the property abuts 
a residential district it “shall” be buffered by a minimum 
50-foot open space or off-street parking area. 

The South 25th Street property did not meet that 
requirement, nor did a rezoning approved earlier in the 
evening for property at 2229 Woodlawn. 

Discussion on the legal merits of the rezoning arose 
when Robert Effner, 2615 Hulman St., who appeared as a 
resident opposed to the rezoning, said, “If this ordinance 
is passed tonight, I think it opens up the city to some 
lawsuits." 

However, Bob Wright, attorney for the rezoning peti- 
tioners, cited three examples of approved petitions without 
the 50-foot requirement. 

Assistant city attorney Robert Hellmann, sitting in the 
chair usually occupied by city attorney Effner, advised the 
council that his opinion, based on the zoning ordinance 
alone (with no study of previous decisions), was that 
approval of the petition would be in violation of the 
ordinance. 

On yet another petition, conflicting opinions within the 
council resulted in the defeat of both the rezoning 
ordinance and an earlier motion to ''table" the request. 

The council did not approve the request to rezone 


property at Fourth Street and Elizabeth Avenue from an 
R-2 classification to an R-3 for construction of duplexes 
and four-plexes. 

Ray Azar, Ken Thomas, Norma Spork and William 
Jarvis voted against tabling the rezoning petition and, 
later, the same four voted against its passage. 

Council member Larry Kirchner expressed his dis- 
pleasure that the council did not support additional time 
for review of the petition. 

Addressing a larger concern stimulated by the rezoning 
request, Kirchner said the city has to make provisions in 
the zoning ordinance for apartments and condominiums or 
zero lot line building where not much ground is used. 

Thomas said he was going to request that the city 
attorney prepare an ordinance to amend the current zoning 
ordinance. 

In other business, the council approved a rezoning 
request for 820 S. Ninth St. to be classified R-3 rather than 
R-2. An ordinance setting a 10 p.m. closing time for city 
parks was also approved. 

An agreement with Jamax Corp. for city trash collection 
and disposal passed with only Jarvis voting against it. And, 
a non- reverting account for Rea Park driving range was 
established by ordinance. Pat Ralston, park d 
dent, ie 50 percent of the money from the driving range 
was he used strictly for f! 
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By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

City police aren't happy with the fact that no city 
council members attended a Tuesday afternoon 
public hearing to hear views on how more than 
$800,000 in revenue.sharing funds should be used. 

City Controller Tharon Geckeler represented the 
city at the hearing, which was attended by about 40 
citizens — most from the Terre Haute Police 
Department and the Terre Haute Tennis Club. 

But, much to the surprise of some of those in 
attendance, no one from the city council or from 
any city government office (except Mrs. Geckeler) 
was present. 

“That surprised us a lot," said Bill Piper, wage 
committee spokesman for the THPD, about the 
absence of the council members. 

Piper said he thought that one police officer ''put 
it pretty straightforward" when he called the 
meeting a ''total sham." 

"How can you discuss revenue sharing with a 
tape recorder?” Piper asked. He said that Mrs. 
Geckeler had said that she would take the tape 
recording to Mayor Pete Chalos and he would then 
listen to the happenings of the meeting. 

Ray Azar, city council president, explaining the 
reason for the absence of the members, told The 
TRIBUNE today, ''We did not set up that meeting: 
we were never officially invited, either." 

Azar did point out, however, that he hopes to 


obtain a report in wring ot Mrs ggf Eeer 


concerning the meeting. 

The members of the THPD were at the meeting 
to voice their opinion that the top priority for the 
revenue sharing money should be for the city police 
and fire departments — either in the way of salary 
raises, bonuses or the purchasing of better equip- 
ment. 

“If they really want to help this department, 
they'll give us a raise,” Piper said. 

In July, in the midst of the ‘‘job action" by the 
THPD, Piper said that the city had promised that 
if any additional monies were found, they would be 
given to the fire and police departments via salary 
boosts. 

If it is impossible that the monies could be used 
for increases in salaries or in pay bonuses, Piper 
said, then it should be used to improve the status 
of the departments' equipment — which he said is 
greatly lacking now. 

"Our cars are in bad shape... we need new 
shotguns... we're just out of everything," Piper 
told The TRIBUNE. 

Piper estimated that some of the department's 
firearms are about 20 years old and he also added 
that none of the police cars contain any first-aid 
equipment. 

The wage committee spokesman said that the 
department has no blankets to protect an injured 
person at the scene of an accident nor does it have 
any flares to use at accident scenes. 
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citizens’ band radio volunteer group, have given 


some of the members of the department flares to 
carry in their cars for emergency purposes. 

“It's obvious that if a policeman is not equipped 
to do his job, then that's a high priority; but, if the 
street department is not equipped to do its job, then 
that's a high priority, also," Azar said. 

The members of the Terre Haute Tennis Club 
presented their proposal to have the access road 
and the parking lot at Rea Park paved, but a 
member of the local organization said that he 
would not like the THTC to stand in the way of the 
THPD getting any monies. 

Recommended allocations by city department 
heads for the $820,729 revenue sharing money 
include $33.000 for Hyte Center; $244,000 to pay the 
wages and benefits of school crossing guards, 
civilian radio operators and the street and transit 
commissioner; $80,000 to the park department; 
$600,000 to the street department for equipment, 
resurfacing and repair of streets; $25,000 for a legal 
advisor to the city attorney; $50,000 for data 
processing to purchase a new computer; $125,000 to 
the police department to purchase new vehicles and 
an Indiana Data and Communications System; and 
$25,000 to the fire department. 

The city council will reportedly view these and 


other recommendations for allocations of the re-/ 


venue sharing money at its Nov. 5 sunsh’ Y 
meeting. The final decisions will be made @ 
December meeting. . 
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Jack Neaderhiser, Terre Haute city councilman 
for more than 11 years, died Friday evening 
following an extended illness. 

Neaderhiser, 60, 2217 Fourth Ave., had quite a 
political career in the state of Indiana. 

Before becoming a member of the city council, 
Neaderhiser served as an Indiana state represen- 
tative from .1960 to 1968. 

In addition to his political career, Neaderhiser 
had been a supervisor for General Telephone Co. 
for 35 years. 


Because of his illness, Neaderhiser had missed 


the majority of the council meetings since the first 
of the year. 

A successor to Neaderhiser will reportedly be 
selected from an election of the precinct commit- 
tee members in the fourth district. 

It has also been reported, however, that altera- 
tions in state statutes may allow the city council to 
do this. 

The matter is now under investigation by the city 
attorney, Robert Effner. 

Services for Neaderhiser, who died at 5:05 p.m., 
will be Monday. 


Neaderhiser was a member of the American 
Legion Post 104, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
Lions Club, the Terre Haute Transportation Club, 
the Strawberry Hill Cannoneers and the Veterans 
of World War II. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Neaderhiser; two sons, Michael 
Neaderhiser, both of Terre Haute; 
Margaret Neaderhiser, Terre Haute: 
cousin, Mildred Bundy, Terre Haute. 

Visitation is scheduled from 6 until 8 p.m. today 
and Sunday after 2 p.m. 
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Terre Haute has a new city council 
member this morning. 

George Alsop, 55, 2430 First Ave., 
was elected to fill the seat left vacant 
by the death of Fourth District coun- 
cilman Jack Neaderhiser last month. 

Alsop was elected in a two-ballot 
vote by Democrats in the district at a 
special election meeting conducted 
Monday night. 

Alsop, who works in operations at 
the Terre Haute Sewage Treatment 
plant, is a member of the Plumbers 
and Steamfitters Union, No. 157, and 
serves as Democratic precint com- 
mitteeman for the seventh precinct. 

"My main concern will be to 
represent the people out here," Alsop 
told The TRIBUNE today, speaking 
of his constituents in the northeast 
sector of the city. 

The new councilman formerly 
worked at the Newport Ammunitions -4 
plant and has been active in De- Ó 
mocratic politics for some time, 
although the city council seat marks E 
his first appointed position. ES o C 

Alsop won the post on the second of > i E 
two ballots. i ; 

The first ballot reportedly ended in 


Alsop, with Mike Cook also receiving ^ E E 
votes from the Democrat electorate. 
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STAR STAFF REPORT 

Authorization to issue $650,000 in 
Economic Development and Re- 
covery bonds for renovation of the 
former Quaker Maid building will be 
discussed at the Sunshine meeting of 
the Terre Haute City Council at 7:30 
p.m. Thursday. 

An ordinance authorizing issuance 
of EDR bonds to JADCORE Plastic 
Sales Corp., 1415 N. Fruitridge, is one 
of 15 on the agenda before the council. 

JADCORE plans to remodel the 
Quaker Maid Building, located at 
Locust and Fruitridge, both for ex- 
pansion of its current operations and 
to make space available to lease for 
other industry, according to James 
Doti, owner. 

Four or five employees have been 
hired which will provide the core 
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group M oe E the renovation pork: 
Doti said. Once the work is com- 
pleted, the expansion should create 25 
to 30 new jobs. That does not include 
new jobs which may result from other 
industry use of the facility, Doti said. 
He hopes an industrial complex can 
be housed in the Quaker Maid facility 
which has been vacant for about two 
years. 

The rezoning of the former Schulte 
High School property also will be 
reconsidered by the council. 
Representatives from Terre Haute 
Realty (a subsidiary of Hulman and 
Co.) are expected to ask the council 
to rezone the property to allow it to be 
used commercially. 

The council considered rezoning 
the Meadows Shopping Center, also 
owned by Terre Haute Realty, last 
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m The firm had asked for the 


rezoning of both properties in one 
action. 


Several residents of the 
neighborhood opposed the rezoning, 
and may be present again to com- 
ment on the Schulte request. 


Other ordinances to be discussed 
Thursday include the rezoning of pro- 
perty at 1500 Plum and 3312 N. 12th St. 
from residential to commercial. 


Mr. and Mrs. William D. Strohm, 
owners of the property on Plum, have 
petitioned for rezoning of the land 
from R-1, single family residential, to 
C-1, neighborhood commercial. They 
wish to sell the property for use as a 
fast food business, according to the 
petition. 
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By F.I. GOLDHABER A 
Star Staff Writer 


A representative of Terre Haute Street Department employees complained to 
members of the City Council about alleged misuse of funds, wages, and the 
mess reported refusal to negotiate at the council sunshine meeting Thursday 
night. 

Almost 30 members of the public attended the meeting in support of the 
presentation, applauding at points. and leaving immediately after the speaker 
concluded. 

M.J. McCullough. union steward at the street department, asked the council 
“to see if you can t get the mayor to sit down talk to us, to negotiate a contract.” 
McCullough claimed Mayor Pete Chalos has not met with the union since June. 

When employees accepted a 25 cent an hour increase last year, they were told 
they would receive more this year. McCullough said. Just because the city 
council has approved a $400 across-the-board pay increase for city employees 
ce Si mean there is a contract with the street department, McCullough 
added. 

The number of street department employees has been reduced, by layoffs, 
retirements and resignations, to about half, according to McCullough. He asked 
the council why the $200.000 for the wages of the 40 employees no longer working 
was returned to the general fund and not used to provide larger increases. 

Street department employees are earning $4.74 an hour doing work they could 
be paid $10 to $12 an hour on a construction site, he said.. 

McCullough also complained about old and deteriorated equipment at the 
street department. The only new purchases have been two street sweepers, 
which he claimed do not work properly and spend more time in the shop than 
on the street. 

In addition, according to McCullough, the city could have purchased three 
Street sweepers which would have worked better from another firm for $5,000 
less than was paid for two sweepers now at the department. 

Council member Larry Kirchner reminded McCullough the purchase had to 
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have been let to bid and perhaps the other firm did not submit a bid. McCullough 
maintained the firm probably did submit a bid, but “the administration" and 
the other firm *'didn't get along together." 

“We tried to upgrade that street department," McCullough said, ‘‘and we 
can't have qualified people down there if we don't get a decent wage and and 
we don't have decent equipment to work with.” 

McCullough also complained about $550 spent to purchase a 55 gallon drum 
of floor cleaner and the location of two pieces of city snow removal equipment . 
at the sewage treatment plant. 

Council President Ray Azar designated the council committee on governmen- 
tal affairs to look at the accusations and report to the council at the legislative 
session Nov. 12. $ 

In other business the council discussed: 

— An ordinance to remove a stop sign on Maple Avenue at 11th Street. A four- 
way stop is currently at the intersection, and many children and elderly cross 
there, the council was told. 

— An ordinance to rezone 3312 N. 12th St. from R-1, single family residential, 
to C-4, commercial. The property, currently owned by Abraham Ashkin, was 
used by a chemical firm for many years but then was vacant and lost the right 
for non-conforming use permit. Louis F. Britton, attorney, told the council. 


Britton represented Tom Brown, owner of Carpet King, who wants to 
purchase the property for use as a plumbing business. 

When Ashkin attempted to have the property zoned for manufacturing several 
months ago. there was concern expressed about the possibility of storing 
chemicals on the site. Council rejected that zoning change. 

No one was at the council meeting to speak against Brown's proposal. 
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City Council Will, Consider Sale 


Sale of city-owned property for 
turnkey housing, a number of rezon- 
ing ordinances, traffic regulation or- 
dinances and a resolution in memory 
of the late Jack Neaderhiser will be 
considered by the Terre Haute City 
Council at its monthly meeting Thurs- 
day. 

New business before the council 
will include first reading of ap- 
propriation ordinances for more than 
$1.24 million in federal revenue shar- 
ing funds. 

A contract between the Terre 
Haute Housing Authority and the 
Board of Public Works and Safety, if 
approved, would allow two parcels 
owned by the board to be sold to the 
housing authority and used to build 
turnkey housing. 

A rezoning ordinance petitioned by 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Strohm, 
owners of property at 1500 Plum will 
be considered by the council. The 
Strohms have asked the R-1, single 
family residence, zoning be changed 
to C-1, neighborhood commercial so 
the property can be sold for a fast- 
food restaurant. 

Council also will consider a rezon- 


ing request from Tom Brown, owner 
of Carpet King, who wants to 
purchase property at 3312 N. 12th St. 
for use as a plumbing supply busi- 
ness. 

Brown wants the property, current- 
ly zoned R-1, to be zoned C-4, com- 
mercial. Currently owned by 
Abraham Ashkin, the property was 
used for many years by a chemical 
firm. 

The ¿non-conforming use permit 
was lost when the business was va- 
cant. When Ashkin attempted to have 
the property zoned for manufacturing 
several months ago, council denied 
the request. 

Citizens had expressed concern 
about the possibility chemicals would 
be stored on the site. 

An ordinance to rezone the former 
Shulte High School property probably 
will be tabled again as attorneys for 
Hulman and Co. have not compiled 
the “specific” information about 
plans for the site, a representative 
told council at last Thursday's Sun- 
shine meeting. 

Council will consider establishing 
one way traffic, westbound. on 
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Sycamore Street from 25th to 21st 
streets. The Liberty Avenue 
Neighborhood group, which 
represents families between 13th and 
25th streets, Wabash Avenue and 
Locust Street, has requested the 
change be approved to help them 
upgrade their neighborhood. 

Cleveland, the next street over, is 
one way eastbound and in a survey 
last summer only five of 47 residents 
on Sycamore were opposed to the 
change, accordig to Dorothy Us- 
sleton, secretary of the neighborhood 
group. 

A four-way stop at the intersection 
of Linden and Sheridan-Watson, re- 
moval of a stop sign on Maple at 11th 
St., installation of yield signs on 18th 
Street at Spang, stop signs on Ijams 
at Jefferson, and yield signs on Cedar 
at 14% also will be considered by 
council. 

In new business before the council, 
are seven ordinances to appropriate 
federal revenue sharing money to city 
departments. These include $7,752.61 
and $622,407 for motor vehicle, 
highway; $374,173 for the police de- 
partment; $25,000 for the legal de- 
partment; $80,000 for data process- 
ing. $25,000 for the fire department 
and $113,000 for park and recreation. 

Also under new business, the coun- 
cil will hear readings of ordinances to 
rezone properties . at Fifth and 
Lafayette, Fourth Street and Fourth 
Avenue, 1301 Elm St., 607 and 609 S. 
Fourth St., and 1000 N. 10th St. 


Margaret Lemont has requested 
property on the northwest corner of 


{Fifth and Lafayette be rezoned from 


R-3 to C-5 for use as a farmer’s 


‘market and garden center. 


Herbert and Mildred Rogers want 
property at Fourth Street and Fourth 
Avenue rezoned from R-2 to C-2. For 
50 years a grocery store operated at 
the property, but an unconditional use 
permit was lost when the business 
became vacant in 1978, according to 
the petition. 


Andre Ponsot has petitioned for 
rezoning of 1301 Elm from R-2 to M-1, 
manufacturing. In the petition it 
states the property is adjacent to a 
machine shop. 


Janice Murray, executor of the 
estate of Albert Nasser, has peti- 
tioned for property at 607 and 609 S. 
Fourth St. to be rezoned from R-3 to 
C-2. The property housed Enterprise 
Market, but the unconditional use 
permit was lost with the death of the 
owner. 

Hargis Equipment Co., which has 
operated under the grandfather 
clause at 1000 N. 10th, has petitioned 
for rezoning of the property from R-2 
to M-i. The rezoning is necessary if 
Hargis is to construct a new building 
to house its equipment, according to 
the petition. 
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^r Council Completes Business Matters 


The Terre Haute City Council ap- 
proved a resolution in memory of the 
late Jack Neaderhiser who served on 
the council from 1972 to 1981 at the 
meeting Thursday night. 

In addition, Council President Ray 
Azar presented a plaque to members 
of the Neaderhiser's family “with 
love, strenth and a sense of loss." 

In other business, the council ap- 


proved a contract between the Board 
of Public Works and Safety and the 
Terre Haute Housing Authority. The 
board will sell the authority two lots 
which reverted to the city because of 
tax delinquencies to be used in a 
turnkey housing project. 

Traffic ordinances approved in- 
cluded: the establishment of one way 
traffic on Sycamore Street from 25th 


to 21st; a four-way stop at the in- 
tersection of Linden and Sheridan- 
Watson; vacation of a portion of a 
public alley to Lee Equipment Co.; 
yield signs on 18th Street at Spang; 
stop signs on Ijams at Jefferson; 
yield signs on Cedar at 14% St.; and 
two-hour parking zone on South Ninth 
Street from Walnut to Ohio. 


Council also authorized issuance of 
$650,000 in Economic Recovery De- 
velopment Act bonds to JADCORE 
Plastic Sales Corp. for renovtion and 
remodeling of the Quaker Maid Build- 
ing at Locust and Fruitridge. 

An ordinance to rezone property at 
1500 Plum was held in committee 
since no one appeared at the meeting 
to speak for it. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Answers to city street department 
workers' questions will be provided 
tonight during the regular meeting of 
the Terre Haute City Council at 7:30 
in the City Hall Courtroom, according 
to council member William Price. 

A spokesman for the street depart- 
ment employees addressed the coun- 
cil last week during the sunshine 
session. Murray McCullough, street 
department union steward, asked 
about an estimated $200,000 ap- 
propriated to the street department 
to cover salaries for about 40 
employee positions which reportedly 


no longer exists. 
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MeCullough also complained about 
an alleged $550 spent for a 55-gallon 
drum of floor cleaner. He also said 
street department employees had ad- 
vised city officials that they might 
have obtained new street sweepers at 
a lower cost. 

Councilman Price heads the com- 
mittee which researched the com- 
plaints and is scheduled to report this 
evening. 

Fifteen special ordinances will be 
acted on tonight, including three re- 
zoning requests and authorization for 
the issuance of $650,000 in economic 
development and recovery bonds for 


x 


uestions to be answered 
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A rezoning petition for the former 
Schulte High School building and 
grounds is expected to be tabled again 
this month at the representing 
attorney's request. 

George Brattain, attorney for 
Hulman and Co., told the council last 
week that more “specific” plans for 
the site were not yet available and he 
requested that the rezoning be tabled. 

An ordinance to rezone property at 
3312 N. 12th St. from an R-1 
classification to a C-4 will also be 
reviewed. Thomas Brown wants to 
purchase the property for use as a 
plumbing and hardware business. An 
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earlier attempt to rezone the proper- 
ty, owned by Abraham Ashkin, re- 
portedly was denied. 

A change from R-i zoning 
classification to C-1 is being sought by 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Strohm, 
owners of property at 1500 Plum St., 
for a fast food business. 

A resolution in memory of the late 
Jack Neaderhiser, former council 
member, will also be considered 
tonight, and George Alsop is expected 
to be sworn in as a member of the 
council. He was selected to fill the 
vacancy left by Neaderhiser. 

Other items to be reviewed tonight 
include ordinances to: 


—Establish one way traffic on 
Sycamore from 25th to 21st streets. 

—Provide a four-way stop at the 
intersection of Linden at Sheridan- 
Watson. 

— Vacate a portion of a public alley 
to Lee Equipment Co. 

—Remove stop signs on Maple 
Avenue at 11th Street. 

—Establish a no parking zone 
between Elm and Locust on the east 
side of 15th Street. 

—Establish a two-hour,- parking 
zone on South Ninth Street from 
Walnut to Ohio. 

—Provide for prevention of flood 
damage. 
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By F.I. GOLDHABER 7 
Star Staff Writer 

Terre Haute City Councilman William Price has recommended the 
State Board of Accounts audit the city street department records. 

In a report to the council at the November meeting Thursday, Price 
offered answers to questions which had been raised by street department 
employees at the Sunshine meeting Nov. 5. 

He said there was some question about the quality of the street 
swecpers purchased by the department. “Todd Jorritsma reported that 
the equipment was junk," Price said in his report. 

However, Mayor Pete Chalos said after the meeting, Jorritsma told him 
the employees had “turned all the equipment into junk.” Jorritsma was 
unavailable for comment at the Star's news deadline. 

Reviewing purchase information, the committee found: a 55-gallon 
barrel of floor cleaner purchased for $640; several drums of weed killer 
costing as much as $900; and purchase orders for paint at $54 a gallon, 
according to Price. 

The floor cleaner is a highly concentrated solution, used at a 9 to 1 
ration with water, according to the mayor. Even though the actual cost 
is closer to $1 a gallon, the cleaner has been returned, he added. 
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The weed killer was purchased by the previous administration and 
never has been used, Chalos said, because the department does not know 
how potent the chemical is and also does not have someone certified to 
use it. 

The paint, according to Chalos, was “very expensive,” red, florescent 
paint used to paint cement abutments which are hard to see at night. 

It was not the same “cheap yellow” paint used on the streets, according. 
to the mayor. Much of the paint was used in Price's district, he added. 

No mention of the request last week by the union steward at the street 
department that the council ask Chalos to ''sit down and talk with us, to 
negotiate a contract" was made during the meeting. However, the mayor 
said afterwards he would “not negotiate on the council floor, or in the 
newspapers or on television." He also said he would meet with MJ. 
McCullough, the union steward, Friday morning. 

In other business, the council rejected a petition from Tom Brown, 
owner of Carpet King, to 1ezone property at 3312 N. 12th St. from R-1, 
single family residential, to C-4, commercial. Brown has an option to 
purchase the property, if it is rezoned, for use as a plumbing supply firm. 

About 20 residents of the area were at the meeting to protest the change 
and any changes which would zone the property other than residential. 
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T Nov 1 5 1381 By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer Y 

A recommendation by Terre Haute City Council member William Priee that 
the State Board of Accounts audit the city street department records caused 
some raised eyebrows during the regular session of the council Thursday. 

In a two-page "Committee Report" Price outlined responses to questions 
Rare Y street department workers during the Nov. 5 sunshine session of the 
council. 

"In the past, the inventory control systems and purchase systems are such 
that it is impossible to determine whether the items, by the street department, 
have been properly purchased and paid for," the report stated. 

Price wrote that an audit would enable the state board of accounts to ‘‘make 
professional recommendations in regard to inventory control and purchase 
procedures." 

He told The TRIBUNE, “We (the committee) were just looking for facts. 
Because of the depth and the time involved, we found enough to indicate an 
audit and that's what we're asking." 

But committee member William Jarvis and council president Ray Azar, who 
attended one committee meeting, said their first knowledge of Price's report 
was at the meeting Thursday. 

“The report that was given tonight was not signed by the committee, nor 
to my knowledge (was) the committee aware of the contents of that report 
until they were given tonight," Azar said. 

“When you have a committee report, the committee should be aware of the 
contents and all have an opportunity to either agree or disagree with the 
report.... I did not see or have knowledge of that report until it was read 
tonight," Azar added. 

Council member Jarvis took exception to the audit recommendation, which 
he said he was not advised of during the committee meeting. 

“I definitely would oppose that thing because it throws bad light on this 
administration — which after about 20 years around City Hall and seeing how 
it'S been operated — this is the best administration and we have the best 
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departmental heads with the expertise to do a good job in all departments ' 


now," Jarvis explained. 

Mayor Pete Chalos, who had been in Indianapolis Thursday, was not present 
when Price read the report aloud to.a partially filled City Hall courtroom. 
Chalos, who arrived during the meeting, said later he would have appreciated 
being given a copy of the report before it was presented. 

Regarding complaints about street sweepers purchased by the department, 
Price recommended that future equipment purchases be “reviewed by persons 
in business and in the community who have the expertise and knowledge of 
such equipment." 

Following a review of purchases ‘‘in certain areas" only, Price's report 
responded to specific allegations made last week by street department 
employees. 

“Allegations were made that the street department had paid over $500 a 
drum for the floor cleaner. We found this to be inaccurate. The purchase 
requisitions were sought to be $640 for a barrel of floor cleaner that had been 
purchased in the month of June, 1981," the report stated. 

"Several drums of weed killer were found in the inventory of the street 
department of which they have paid as much as $900 a barrel," the Price 
report continued. 

He also noted that purchase orders showed that ‘‘paint had been purchased 
this year for $54 a gallon." 

Last week, street department union steward Murray McCutlough questioned 
the council about an estimated $200,000 reportedly appropriated to the street 
department budget. McCullough noted that the department is less about 40 
employees since that time and asked why that money originally appropriated 
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was not available for current salary needs. 

The Price report advised that the employees "discuss the matter with the 
board of works and safety” because their contract is with the board. 

The committee, according to Price, has requested that Tharon Geckeler, 
city controller, ‘“‘provide the information (about fund appropriations) as 
requested by the street department.” 

Following the meeting, the mayor said he had talked with former street 
commissioner Bill Ridge and current street and transportation department 
head Todd Jorritsma. ) 

The mayor said the paint for $54 is a ‘‘bright red florescent paint, which is 
a very expensive paint — bought and used in his (Price's) home district to 
paint the cement abutments on College Street and... and some other parts of 
town so they can be seen at nighttime. And, we did buy a few gallons of very 
expensive paint because we felt that people's lives were worth it.” 

About the floor cleaner, the mayor said it is ‘‘highly concentrated” and 
mixed nine parts water and one part floor cleaner and is used for cleaning 
grease and tar off the street department floors. With the mix of water, Chalos 
estimated the cost of use as “probably about a dollar a gallon." 

Chalos said the weed killer was purchased by a previous administration and 
“has never been used because we question its high potency” and don't have 
“anyone certified to use those weed killers." 

Regarding the street sweeper issue, Chalos said Jorritsma told him that his 
statement to Price was that ‘‘the employees have turned all the equipment into 
junk and it was excellent equipment when it was bought." The Price report 
says, ''...Jorritsma reported that the equipment was junk.” 

Regardless, the mayor said he is not opposed to an audit. ‘‘I agree fully that 
we need to monitor the street department as closely as possible, for that 
matter any department." 

During the William Brighton administration, the number of department 
employees was almost double what it is now, he said. 

"But, we do have a smaller group now and they are working well, we 
appreciate the financial crunch they are in." 
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of $1.2 million 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Following lengthy questioning 
Thursday concerning the city's 
Street, legal and police departments, 


the Terre Haute City Council passed | 


all requested appropriation or- 
dinances for federal revenue sharing 
funds totaling more than $1.2 million. 

A $25,000 request by the legal de- 
partment drew-inquiries from council 
members Ray Azar, June Hanley and 
Bill Price about who is footing the bill 
for assistant city attorney Robert 
Hellmann's recent services to the 
Terre Haute Housing Authority. 

“We are not paying Mr. Hellmann 
for doing any work for the housing 
authority," Mayor Pete Chalos told 
the council. 

He said the "bulk" the 
authority's legal work is being 
handled by local attorney Dexter 
Bolin and that Hellmann won't be 
needed for housing authority 
purposes once construction has begun 
(a February start date is expected) 
on the $3.6 million ‘‘turnkey’’ housing 
project. 

City Attorney Robert Effner told 
the council a total of $14.3 million in 
legal claims against the city are 
pending and that the requested re- 
venue sharing funds were needed for 
settling claims. 

The sum reportedly includes an $11 
million claim filed by SF Leasing Inc. 
(formerly known as Vego Chemical 
Corp.) in 1979 against the city, six 
council members and other persons. 

Replies to other questions revealed 
that Hellmann has been paid addi- 
tional amounts at one-half the “going 
rate," $30 per hour rather than $60, 
for his work on the city's annexation 
suit. 

Concerning Hellmann’s housing 
authority involvement, Chalos de- 
fended the city's recent intervention 
which offered Hellmann's services to 
the authority. e. 

"We've got to exercise the op- 
portunity to appoint attorneys to 
these boards," Chalos said, referring 
to interpreted powers from a recently 


of 


‘adopted Home Rule legislation | 


package. 


He said earlier, "I think this will 
finally give us a basis for clarifica- 
tion." Chalos also said the housing 
authority has sought an opinion from 
the state attorney general's office 
about interpretation of the home rule 
statute. 

Council member William Price as- 
serted however, that all the different 
boards and commissions in the county 
were established so that ''not one 
elected official will have dominant 
control of them.” 

Price expressed concern about 
what he termed Chalos' personal in- 
terpretation of the Home Rule 


legislation. “I do not believe that the 
Home Rule (legislation) was set up to 
give him (Mayor Chalos) dominant 
control" over local appointed boards, 
Price told The TRIBUNE. 

After continued discussion about 
what the legal department funds were 
being used for, Effner reassured the 
council that the $25,000 sought in 
federal revenue funds would be used 
only for settling claims, 

While the street department re 
ceived no federal revenue funds last 
year, a total of $630,159.61 was of- 
ficially earmarked Thursday, the 
bulk of which will be used for street 
and equipment repairs, according. to 
Tod Jorritsma, head of the city’s 
street and transportation utility. 
_An_appropriation_of_$7,071.31_for 
Jorritsma's salary this year was ap- 


proved Thursday. His annual 1982 


salary will be $21,000, although in the 
past the city paid a total of $29,000 for 
individual department heads for the 
transit and street operation. 

Jorritsma has not received pay- 
ment for his work for the city since a 
check dated Sept. 14, according to 
Tharon Geckeler, city. controller. 

Police Chief Gerald Loudermilk 
told the council that a requested 
$373,173 would include $100,000 for. 12 
new unmarked police cars; $150,000 
for equipment including a new IDACS 
computer head; and about $177,000 
for salaries of four civilian radio 
operators, two clerks, a legal advisor 
and 63 school crossing guards. 


Loudermilk also told the council 
that an earlier federal revenue ap- 
propriation for $100,000 this year was 
used to order 10 "marked" police 
vehicles, one ''unmarked" vehicle 
and a pick-up truck for the humane 
officer. 

The police chief said that new 12- 
gauge shotguns, paper blankets and 
flares would be purchased out of this 
request for funds which the council 
approved Thursday. . 

Price voted against approval of the 
police department appropriation and 
stated that he was opposed to funds 
for the legal advisor and the purchase 
of more cars. 

While Loudermilk indicated that 40 
to 50 “take home” cars used by police 
officers were in the process of being 
recalled for fleet use, Price wanted to 
know why an additional purchase of 
cars was necessary. 

A requested $80,000 for the data 
processing department to purchase a 
new computer was also approved by 
the council. J : 

Few questions were asked of fire 
department chief Robert Osborne 
concerning a requested $25,000 slated 
to upgrade the radio system and 
repair existing equipment. Also, à 
fund request totaling $113,000 by the 
parks department was approved. 


Council OKs 


By F.I. GOLDHABER 
Star Staff Writer 

City department heads were grilled, but all ordinances 
appropriating more than $1.25 million in revenue sharing 
were passed by the Terre Haute City Council at a special 
meeting Thursday afternoon. 

With the exception of the fire department Chief Robert 
Osborne, department heads were asked extensive ques- 
tions about use of the money to be allocated before council 
acted on each of the seven ordinances. 

Ray Azar, council president, questioned a $25,000 ap- 
propriation for the legal department to settle claims. He 
complained the city indirectly was subsidizing the housing 
authority through federal revenue sharing money. 

Robert F. Hellman is working for the housing authority 
as assistant city attorney. However, he is being paid extra 
to handle a time-consuming case for the city. 

If Hellman were not spending time at the housing 
authority, Azar implied, he would not need extra time to 
work on the city's case and would not have to be paid from 
revenue sharing money. 

The money to pay Hellman was appropriated before the 
mayor assigned him to work with the housing authority. 

Council approved the $25,000 appropriation, with City 
Attorney Robert Effner's assurances it could be used only 
for settling claims against the city. 

Todd Jorritsma was questioned about his ability to run 
both the street and mass transit departments before 
council approved the appropriation to pay his salary for the 
final four months of 1981. 

Council Member June Hanley asked Jorritsma about his 
assistants in both departments and their ability to fill in for 
him if he had to leave or was ill. 

The council approved $7,071.31 to pay Jorritsma, who has 
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not received H since he was appointed commissioner 
of streets and fransportation in September. His annual 
salary in 1982 will be $21,000. 

Jorritsma also was quizzed about $622,407 appropriated 
for street repairs and new equipment purchases. Street 
department employees had complained about the 
department's equipment at the council’s November Sun- 
shine meeting. 

Arrangements were being made to ensure the equipment 
received better maintenance than equipment has in the 
past, Jorritsma told the council. 

Council members asked Police Chief Gerald P. 
Loudermilk if materials which police officers complained 
about at a hearing on the revenue sharing appropriations 
last month were included in the police department request 
for $374,173 of the money. 

Loudermilk told the council the request included money 
for new 12- gauge shotguns, paper blankets and flares 
which were requested when almost 40 police officers 
attended the public hearing. 

The appropriation for the police department includes 
$100,000 for 12 unmarked police cars; $150,000 for equip- 
ment including a new IDACS computer; $10,000 for 
supplies; and about $177,000 for salaries of four radio 
operators, two clerks, a legal advisor and '63 school 
crossing guards. 

Ten new police cars to replace the fleet cars police 
officers complained about at the’ public hearing already 
are on order and are scheduled to be delivered in the next 
week or two, the chief told the council. 

Council member William Price voted against the or- 
dinance because, he said, the fleet cars which are being 
replaced could be used for unmarked cars rather than 
spending $100,000 to purchase new ones. 
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Schulte rezoning discussed 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

In a brief special session Thursday, the Terre Haute City 
Council passed a resolution enabling the Terre Haute 
Housing Authority to pursue application of $10 million in 
federal funds for a 200-unit high-rise, elderly housing 
project. 

Following the special session, the council conducted its 
monthly sunshine meeting where several ordinances were 
discussed which will be acted on next week during the 
regular meeting. 

A rezoning request for the former Schulte High School 
building and grounds, which has been tabled by the council 
during its past two sessions, will be among the items acted 
on next week. 

A C-3 zoning classification is sought for the structure, 
which is currently zoned R-1, to be renovated for use as an 
office building. 

Joseph A. Cloutier, property manager for Terre Haute 
Realty Co., said the property owners would like to begin 
renovation work before Jan. 1 to be eligible for a 20 percent 
investment tax credit for renovation and remodeling of 
buildings that are 20 or more years old. The Schulte 
building, according to Cloutier is 25 years old. 

After Jan 1., the law changes and a building must then 
be 30 years old before it can qualify for investment tax 
credit, he said. In order to be issued building permits to 
begin the renovation, the property must be rezoned. 

First estimates on the proposed improvements total 
about $1.5 million and the tax credit would be $300,000, 
Cloutier told the council. 

Upon first review of the rezoning petition, the council 
had indicated they would like to know more about specific 
plans for the property, and the proposal was tabled. 
Cloutier said Thursday that no additional information was 
available about the plans, but he explained that additions 
to the building area would be limited to 25,000 square feet 
due to current zoning requirements. 
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He indicated that a larger expansion was desired but 
that a variance would be sought later if plans for more than 
25,000 square feet were to be approved. 

Also, Cloutier said some of the Schulte property would 
be needed for parking expansion for the Meadows Center 
project, due to zoning requirements. 

The potential savings from the tax credit could positive- 
ly affect the rent schedule. Without the rezoning approval, 
Cloutier reiterated that serious negotitations with poten- 
tial tenants is difficult. 

Other ordinances to be acted on next week include two 
which will retroactively establish the salary and position 
of a Terre Haute Fire Department chief of EMT. 

Council members also sought clarification about another 
special ordinance to add two supervisory positions at the 
sewage disposal office. Sewage treatment plant head 
Philip Thompson said the department currently has five 
supervisory positions, two of which are not filled. He 
indicated that the proposed ordinance would allow the 
elimination of two positions, and the naming of two new 
ones. 

Several other rezoning petitions were discussed. 

eProperty at the northwest corner of Fifth and 
Lafayette, which property owner Margaret Lemont seeks 
to be rezoned from R-3 to C-5 for use as a farmer's market 
and garden center. 

eA prospective buyer for property at Fourth Street and 
Fourth Avenue (southwest corner) would operate an 
antique shop at the location. The area is currently zoned 
R-2, a change to C-2 is sought. 

eA change from an R-2 to an M-1 for property at 1301 
Elm St. was discussed. Bob Pfister, representing property 
owner Andre Ponsot, said no more than two or three 
additional employees would be added as a result of planned 


. expansion of the AP Machine & Tool company. 


eZero Refrigeration wants to purchase property at 
607-609 S. Fourth St. if the C-2 rezoning is accomplished. 
The property is currently zoned R-3. 


33 


ejl Sey Agiunuu05 


Community Affairs File 
REFERENCE 
PO NOT CIRCULATE 
ETH, 
tion 


Cu Cond | 
ke’ 


Reso Council | 


Tax B reak 


By GERALD P. GRIMES 
Star Staff Writer 

City Council members will con- 
sider a proposed resolution Thursday 
which is intended to provide addi- 
tional incentives for commercial ex- 
pansion in areas of Terre Haute by 
extending the city’s tax abatement 
program. 

The current program allows partial 
reduction of taxes on the increased 
assessment resulting from improve- 
ments to a commercial property 
within areas of the city designated as 
“Tax Abatement Districts.” 

If Resolution 87 is approved Thurs- 
day, the program will not only include 
abatement for improvements made 
to properties, but also for the installa- 
tion of new manufacturing equip- 
ment. 

“What we are asking the council to 
do is allow abatement of property 
taxes over a five-year period for 
equipment- used to produce a 
company’s product,” Mike Barnes of 
the redevelopment department said. 

He explained that the current pro- 


ront- 
gram only allows abatement fay the 
building and surrounding propérties 
over a 10-year period. All of the 
additional tax resulting from the im- 
provement is abated the first year, 95 
percent the second, 80 percent the 
third, 65 percent the fourth, half the 
fifth year, and 40, 30, 20, 10 and 5 
percents for years 6 through 10, 
respectively. 

The purpose of tax abatement is to 
encourage rehabilitation projects in 
distressed areas of the city. 

The resolution, if approved by the 
council, wouldn't immediately 
benefit any particular commercial 
interest. 

However, Barnes stated | most 
manufacturers in the five Tax Abate- 
ment Districts in Terre Haute could 
benefit if the law goes into effect. 

The five areas include a section 
along the Wabash River at the 


southwest edge of the city, an area . 


including City Hall and most of the 
downtown business district along 
Wabash Avenue. much of the in- 


dustrial park along North Fruitridge 


Before 


Avenue, and a section to the south and 
west of the industrial park. 

The state legislature adopted a law 
allowing tax abatement for new 
manufacturing equipment during its 
last session, Barnes said. 

"And with this resolution, we're 
proposing that the council allow 
Terre Haute to take advantage of 
everything other cities in the state 
can take adavantage of.” he added. 

The statewide tax abatement bill 
was a part of the first phase of Gov. 
Robert Orr's plan to help Indiana's 
economy. 

Barnes said that tax abatement 
was one of several tools the depart- 
ment of redevelopment can use to 
attract redevelopment and new busi- 
ness to Terre Haute. 

He named other methods such as 
Industrial Revenue Bonds, and Urban 
Action Grant funds in addition to 
some other programs. 

In addition to the tax abatement 
resolution, council members will 
again consider rezoning of the former 
Schulte High School property now 


owned by Terre Haute Realty, con- 
nected with Hulman and Co. 

Council has tabled an ordinance to 
change the zoning of the property to 
Commercial. classification 3. 

During last, Thursday's sunshine 
meeting, Terre Haute Realty’s 
Joseph A. Cloutier told the council his 
company needed the zoning change 
before Dec. 31 to meet a deadline for 
qualification for a 20 percent tax 
credit from the federal government 
for the improvements. 

Cloutier said the building would be 
converted into office space. 

He explained that the law allowing 
the tax credit currently states the 
building must be at least 20 years old. 
On Jan. 1, 1982, a new law will require 
the building to be at least 30 years old 
to qualify. 

Renovation of the former school 
building would probably cost more 
than $1.5 million, with a tax credit of 
about $300,000 Cloutier said. 

Several other re-zoning requests 
area also on the council’s agenda for 
the regular session Thursday. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPEsIDEC 1 0 198] 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Another incentive for industrial and commercial ex- 
pansion may be available locally, after the Terre Haute 
City Council-meets in regular session tonight. " ^ — 

A resolution which provides for the adoption of a ‘‘new 
manufacturing" equipment tax abatement option will be 
reviewed by the council. 

Action should also be taken on several rezoning or- 
dinances, including a request to classify the former Schulte 
High School building as C-3 (regional commerce district) 
for use as an office building. 

Two appropriation ordinances and other ordinances 
related to job duties and new positions in two city 
departments are also included on the council agenda. 

-If the council adopts Resolution 87, a five-year property 
ta% deduction for owners of new manufacturing equipment 
in defined urban development areas will be available to 


eligible applicants. 


ew incentive 


Terre Haute has five designated urban development 
districts, according to Barnes. They include a section along 
the Wabash River at the southwest edge of the city; the 
downtown business district area, including City Hall; 
portions of the Fort Harrison Industrial Park along North 
Fruitridge Avenue; and sections to the south and the west 


‘of the industrial park. 


The resolution before the council stems from a state bill 
passed during the recent session of the legislature. House 
Enrolled Act 1817 amended the current 10-year property 
tax deduction to include the five-year tax abatement 
incentive for owners of new manufacturing equipment. 

According to Barnes, the community would benefit from 
the proposed tax abatement program. ''It's my opinion 
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Ta 3 
industry” in order to maintain existing jobs and create new 
ones, Barnes said. 

This cooperative effort has been occurring, he added — 
"That's part of the Chalos economic development 
package." 

Barnes said the tax abatement incentive operates on a 
probability factor of return to the community. For exam- 
ple, the city can collect 100 percent property tax on a 
“dilapidated” structure which, he said, is probably not 
supporting jobs and probably does not add to 
"neighborhood aesthetics.” 

With tax abatement, however, the city has the option of 
collecting 10 percent of the taxes on a new manufacturing 
facility, which may also support new jobs and will be an 
"aesthetic" improvement to the neighborhood. 

According to information from the state Department of 
Commerce, the proposed five-year tax deduction resolu- 
tio e acted on tonight would allow eligible owners of 


new manufacturing equipment the follow g percenta 
deduction on the assessed value of new Ln the 
first year, 100 percent deduction; the second year, 95 
percent deduction; the third. 80 percent; the fourth, 65 
percent; the fifth, 50 percent; and in the sixth year and 
thereafter there would be no deduction. 

Ott ler business the council is scheduled to act on includes 
rezoning petitions related to properties at 1500 Plum; the 
northwest corner of Fifth and Lafayette; the southwest 


| corner of Fourth and Fourth Avenue; 1301 Elm; 607-609 S. 


Fourth St.; and 1000 N. 10th St. 

Installation and removal of traffic signs for intersec- 
tions, including Thompson and Jefferson at Wheeler and 
16th Street at Prairie Avenue, will also be acted on. 

Additional discussion and information about ordinances 
related to the addition of two supervisory positions at the 
sewage treatment plant and the establishment of the 


position of Terre Haute Fire Department assistant chief of 
EMT is also expected. 
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By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Local economic development ef- 
forts took an apparent step forward 
Thursday during the monthly meeting 
of the Terre Haute City Council. But 
a city employee's individual 
economic concerns were put on hold 
when the council tabled an ordinance 
for a salary increase for the Terre 
Haute Fire Department head of the 
EMTs. 

Council action taken Thursday will 
allow Hulman and Co. to begin re- 
novation this month of the vacant 
Schulte High School for use as an 
office building. 

And, with the adoption of two tax 
abatement resolutions as incentives 
for local industry and manufacturing 
interests, city officials indicate that a 
climate of cooperation between the 
community and industry will benefit 
all concerned. 


The council adopted a five-year tax 


abatement incentive for owners of 
newly purchased manufacturing 
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opment efforts 


equipment for use in designated tax 
abatement districts. Another resolu- 
tion establishing the Park Purity Pie 
Co., 2452 Third Ave., property as a 
tax abatement district was also ap- 
proved. 

Cooperation was ada ni a key 
factor in the successful rezoning to 
C-3 of the former Schulte property. 
Residents in the neighborhood had 
appeared before the council over two 
months ago to resist the rezoning 
because of what they termed as the 
owners’ lack of specific plans for 
development. 

Neighborhood concerns were ad- 
dressed by property owner Hulman 
and Co. in a five-point agreement 
with stipulations about curbing, a 
privacy fence and other items. 
William Cook, a spokesman for the 


: neighborhood group, told the council 


that the agreement was acceptable to 
the majority of the neighbors. 

"It's one of the few times we've 
been able to get business and most all 
the people in the neighborhood in 


agreement together," said coll 
member William Price. 

Larry Kirchner, council member, 
echoed Price's sentiments and said 
that in order to raise the city's tax 


base it was “important to continue to- 


give business” opportunities to build 
and rebuild, particularly when pro- 
tection of the neighborhoods is not 
sacrificed. 

Council member June Hanley said 
she shared Kirchner's and Price's 
viewpoint, but added that her concern 
was whether Hulman and Co. would 
retain ownership of the property after 
the rezoning was approved. 

Joseph A. Cloutier, representing 
Hulman and Co., said he knew of no 
plans to sell the property. There was 
laughter in the City Hall courtroom 
after Cloutier quipped, “We (the 
Hulman interests) have a long history 
of not selling very much." 

On another matter, the council 
voted after considerable discussion to 
table an ordinance to establish the 
title and salary of ‘supervisor of 


the fire department's em 
medical technician team. 

David Snow, who currently heads 
the EMT team, told the council he 
preferred they act on the ordinance 
Thursday and indicated that if it was 
denied he would resign the position 
for financial reasons. 

Snow said he is ‘‘on-call’’ 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week, that he 
supervises 13 people, is responsible 
for three pieces of equipment and 
currently earns the same ''base" pay 
as the team members he supervises. 

The tabled ordinance would have 
established a title of assistant chief 
for Snow and authorized a base pay 
increase of $1,403 over other EMTs. 
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While council members reassured 
Snow that their questions were no 
reflection on his qualifications or 
abilities on the job, Mrs. Hanley 
questioned why the ordinance was not 


` introduced earlier in the year. 


Also, the council learned that one 
of the city ambulances is sometimes 


. used to transport dead bodies to the 


hospital. As explained by Snow, the 
law requires that ambulances 
purchased with federal and state 
money are to be used for emergency 


purposes only. 


Snow told the council ''good luck" 
when he explained the coroner's of- 
fice should have the responsibility of 
transporting dead bodies. Apparently 
the county council did not appropriate 
money to the coroner's office for this 
purpose. 

In other business, the council ap- 
proved rezonings including the 
following: 1500 Plum (R-1 to C-1); the 
northwest corner of Fifth and 
Lafayette (R-3 to C-5); the southwest 
corner of Fourth Street and Fourth 
Avenue (R-2 to C-2); 1301 Elm St. 
(R-2 to M-1); 607-609 S. Fourth St. 
(R-3 to C-2); and 1000 N. 10th St. (R2 
to M-1). 

Council member Kenny Thomas 
submitted his resignation from the 
council to be effective Dec. 31. 
Thomas will assume his duties as 
county treasurer in January. 
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Schulte Rezoning Approved 


New Tax Abat 


The Terre Haute City Council made 
some decisions which will aid local 
business development during its 
meeting Thursday night. 

An ordinance to rezone the former 
Schulte High School property to com- 
mercial was approved by the council. 

Passage of the ordinance will allow 
the owners of the building, Hulman & 
Co., to begin renovation work before 
the end of the year and be eligible for 
a 20 percent federal tax credit which 
expires Dec. 31. > 

The council also approved two re- 
solutions which will increase the 
city's tax abatement program and 
provide incentive for husinesses to 
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The council also approve 


' tion which will allow tax abatement 


for installation of new manufacturing 
equipment installed by a business 
within the city-designated tax abate- 
ment districts. Previously only im- 
provements to buildings and surroun- 
ding properties were eligible for 
abatement. 

A second tax abatement resolution 
approved, extended the area of the 
abatement districts. Warren 
Loughran, president of Parks Purity 
Pie Co.. 2452 Third Ave., had asked 
the council to extend one of the city’s 


lan OK’d 


five abatement districts to include his 
property. 


Tax abatements are available in 
sections along the Wabash River at 
the southwest .edge of the city, an 
area including city hall and most of 
the downtown business district along 
Wabash Avenue, much of the in- 
dustrial park along North Fruitridge 
Avenue and a section to the south and 
west of the industrial park. 


The program allows partial reduc- 
tion of taxes on assessments which 
are increased because of improve- 
ments made. 
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SEC i 1 1981 


EMT Title} Salary Question 


By F.L ULT 
Star Staff Writer 

The title and salary given the head 
of the emergency medical techni- 
cians who work for the Terre Haute 
Fire Department remained in limbo 
when the City Council met Thursday. 

After an emotional discussion 
about the establishment of a position 
of assistant chief of EMTs on the fire 
department, the council voted to 
table the ordinance. 

A first attempt to table the or- 
dinance was unsuccessful and Jim 
Snow, captain of EMTs who would fill 
the new position, threatened to resign 
rather than stay in his current posi- 
tion at his current salary. 

As the head of the EMTs, Snow told 
the council, he is responsible for 13 
employees and three pieces of equip- 
ment. He is on call 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

EMTs received a raise in 1981, but 
he as captain did not, Snow said. The 
employees he supervises are paid the 
Same base salary he receives, he told 
the council. 

If he were to resign as captain and 
return to an EMTs position, he would 
be able to work another job on his 
days off, Snow told the council. He 
would be in a better position to 
support his family, Snow said. 

Also, as an assistant chief, Snow 
believes he would be in a better 
position to run his department. If he 
gives an order to one of the EMTs 
now, he told the council, he would be 
doing so ‘‘on their level." 

Council member June Hanley ‘pro- 
tested the ordinance's introduction at 
the end of the year, after the 1982 
budget has been approved. 

Though she said she has nothing 
against Snow personally, or his abili- 
ty to perform the duties, she said, she 
objected to. introduction of an or- 
dinance with such a large increase in 
pay. Police officers and firefighters 
have been restricted to a $400 in- 
crease in 1981, she noted. 

The change to assistant chief would 
represent a pay increase of about 
$1,400. 


Snow's threat to resign was pro- 
tested by Council Member Larry 
Kirchner who said he would be in- 
clined to vote against the ordinance if 
given such an ultimatum. Kirchner 
introduced the motion to table the 
ordinance because he wanted to study 
it further. 

He was chastised by Council Presi- 
dent Ray Azar for not being prepared 


E vóte/on the ordinance. Kirchner 


should’ have studied the ordinance 
when it was introduced, Azar said. 
The first motion to table the or- 
dinance was defeated by a 4-4 tie. 
When it became apparent the council 
was not going to pass the ordinance, 
Council Member William Jarvis mov- 
ed to reconsider his vote against 


tabling the ordinance until next 
month. The second motion to table 
passed unanimously. 

Previous the council had stricken 
from the record an ordinance which 
would have made the assistant chief's 
salary retroactive to Jan. 1, 1981. 

During the discussion of the or- 
dinances the council protested the 
fire department's admission.it is us- 
ing one of the city ambulances to 
transport dead bodies to the hospital. 
The law requires the ambulances 
which are purchased with federal and 
state money to be used for emergency 
purposes only, Snow explained. 

However, no one else will do the 
job, he said. An attempt to have the 
county appropriate money to the 
coroner's office for this purpose 
failed, he added. 

In other business: 

— Council member Kenneth 
Thompson submitted his resignation 
from the city council effective Dec. 
31. 

Thompson was elected Vigo County 
treasurer in 1980 and will take office 
in January. After 10 years on the 
council, Thompson said, he has mixed 
emotions about resigning. 

— A petition was presented the 
council asking the stoplight at 25th 
Street and Sycamore be put on a 
timer signal again. The light current- 
ly is a flasher and an average of one 
traffic accident per week occurs at 
the intersection, according to 
Dorothy Uselton, 2136 Spruce, 
secretary of the Liberty Avenue Area 
Neighborhood Association. 

It is impossible for children and 
senior citizens to cross the intersec- 


tion to get to the shopping center, she ` 


added. . 

— The council passed several re- 
Zoning ordinances? Zoning of property 
at 1500 Plum was changed from R-1to 
C-1; the northwest corner of Fifth and 
Lafayette from R-3 to C-5; the 
southwest corner of Fourth Street 
and Fourth Avenue from R-2 to C-2; 
1301 Elm St. from R-2 to M-1; 607 and 
609 S. Fourth St. from R-3 to C-2; 1000 
N. 10th St. from R-2 to M-1. 
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Computer specifications 
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approved by 


Specifications for a new computer 
for the city have been approved by 
the Terre Haute Board of Public 
Works and Safety. Bids for the com- 
puter will be solicited in advertising 
next week. 

Approval was given during a re- 
gular public works board meeting 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The bids will be opened Jan. 21 at 
2 p.m. 

The City council has appropriated 
$80,000 from federal revenue sharing 
funds for the computer's purchase. 

The appropriation was one of two 
recently approved by the State Board 
of Tax Commissioners. 

The computer currently in use by 
the city is eight years old and the city 
needs to expand the uses it makes of 
a computer, according to Tharon 
Geckeler, city controller and presi- 
dent of the public works board. 

She says a new computer would 
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allow fhe city to computerize 
bookeeping and inventory, as well as 
payroll and sewage billing, which 
already are on computer. 

The city is looking for an on-line 
computer which can perform several 
jobs at once, according to Bruce 
Waskeiveiz, data processing 
manager. 

The present computer can only do 
one task at a time. 

Specifications require video dis- 
play terminals for access to the com- 
puter rather than keypunch cards 
which are used currently, Waskeiveiz 
said. 

The new computer must be expan- 
dable, the current one is at capacity, 
he added. 

In other business, the board of 
works: ó 

eTabled an agreement with the 
Vigo County Commission to pay 
$1,500 annually for sewage related 


city board 


data processing information. The city 
sewer department uses the county 
computer to get information for liens, 
Geckeler said. The agreement wéds 
referred to the city attorney's office 
for recommendation. 


e Awarded bids for oil and gasoline. 


eDecided to re-bid for the city tire 
contracts. Bids will be accepted until 
Jan. 18 at 2 p.m. 


eLearned that a firm has 
withdrawn a bid for repairs and in- 
stallations of manholes. The firm bid 
on repairs and installations of 
manholes, catch basins and dry wells, 
officials said. A clause in the bid 
reportedly said if only one contract 
was awarded and not all three, the 
firm could withdraw. That was the 
case and the firm did withdraw its 
bid. The manhole contract was then 
awarded to another firm, officials 
said. 
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A public hearing was conducted" 


today at City Hall concérning more 
than $1 million of federal revenue 
sharing fund appropriations not ap- 
proved in 1981 by the State Board of 
Tax Commissioners. 

Although the city council approved 
appropriations for the use of the 
money in November, only two of the 
requests were approved by the state 
board, Tharon Geckeler, city con- 
troller, said. 

The board approved an $80,000 ap- 
prooriation for the purchase of a 
computer and $7,071.31 for the partial 
salary for the street commissioner. 

The reason the board did not ap- 
prove the other requests is that 
money for the remaining appropria- 
tions will not be available until 1982, 
Mrs. Geckeler said. | 

Thus, the city council must approve 
those requests in 1982 before the tax 
commissioners will approve them, 

. Mrs. Geckeler said. 

The public hearing is also a-re- 
quired part of the process and thus 
had to be conducted once again. 

The session this morning at the 
City Hall was attended by three city 
council members (Larry Kirchner, 
Ray Azar and Judith Anderson), Mrs. 
Geckeler, Pat Ralston of the parks 
department and Police Chief Gerald 
Loudermilk. 
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‘Among the appropriations which 
must be re-approved by the city is a 
$374,173 allocation to the police de- 
partment. 

Members of the police department 
attended the original hearing on the 
use of the funds in October to as that 
part of the money be used to buy 
equipment for the department and to 
be used for raises for police officers, 
firefighters and other city employees. 

Although some of the money will be 
used for various city salaries, none 
will be used for raises or bonuses. 

The original appropriation also pro- 
vided $150,000 for equipment. 

Other appropriations include 
$25,000 each for the fire department 
and the legal department ; $622,407 for 
the street department; and $113,000 
for the parks and recreation depart- 
ment. 

Mrs. Geckeler said the new ap- 
propriations will not be different than 
those approved by the council in 
November. 

During the session this morning, 
Loudermilk expressed a concern 
about his original request for equip- 
ment — specifically funds for three 
motorcycles. He noted that the 
motorcycles had already been or- 
dered and that funds from revenue 
sharing probably would not be 
available until February or March. 

He said he could use private dona- 
tions to pay for the motorcycles, but 
then would need to alter his original 
request so that accessory equipment 
could be purchased with the revenue 
sharing money. 
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Larry Ki MS boli elected 
president of the Terre Haute City 
Council for 1982, while June Hanley 
has been selected as vice president. 

The officer election was conducted 
at the annual 
organizational 
meeting of the 


day night, 
which followed — 
a special call 


Kirchner © 
replaces Ray 
Azar as presi- 
dent of the 
council, while 
Mrs. Hanley 
replaces 


Larry Kirchner 


Judith Anderson in the second spot. 

During the special call, the city 
council passed a resolution expanding 
the city tax abatement district to 
include Modern Aluminum Casting 


Co. Inc., 1400 N. 14th St. 
Partial reduction of taxes on in- 
creased assessmepis from improve- 


wu 
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heads chuncil. 


ments are available in the district, 
officials report. 

Modern Aluminum, which produces 
aluminum parts for manufacturing 
firms, plans to spend about $75,000 on 
new equipment, William Rourke, pre- 
sident, told the council. The new 
equipment will ultimately mean 
some additional jobs, Rourke said. 


Tax abatements are available for 
new construction reconstruction, and 
purchases of new manufacturing 
equipment, Mike Barnes, Depart- 
ment of Redevelopment, told the 
council. 


Azar asked Barnes if studies have 
shown tax abatement districts are» 
successful encouragements for in- 
dustrial development. 


If a business has a choice between 
paying taxes or adding new equip- 
ment which will increase jobs, the 
city should support the latter, Barnes 
suggested. » 

In other business during the meet- 
ing, the council approved a resolution 

+ updating council rules. 
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Council discusses 
traffic and rezoning 


Several ordinances providing for 
stop signs, a single rezoning petition 
and vacation of an alley attracted few 
citizens to the sunshine meeting 


Thursday of the Terre Haute City 


Council. 

“A petition to rezone property at 
2400 Barbour Avenue from R-1 (single 
family residence district) to M-I 
(light industrial district) drew no 
public opposition. 

Charles W. and Florence M. 
Sedletzeck propose to expand their 
underground pool business to include 
manufacturing of wall panels for 
aboveground pools. 

Special ordinances for stop signs 
within the area bound by Farrington, 
Deming, 14th and 16th Streets were 
discussed. 

Area resident Louis Ross ad- 
dressed the council in support of the 
new stop signs. 

He said that since the area has been 
repaved and traffic is moving more 
quickly, many accidents have oc- 
curred. 

A request by Terre Haute First 
National Bank to vacate a portion of 
the alley between Sixth and Seventh 
Streets behind the downtown bank 
raised questions about downtown de- 
velopment. 

Council member Ray Azar asked if 
there was a reason why the bank was 


seeking to vacate the alley now. 
Attorney Rick Shagley said, "There 
are people who park in that area.... 
Before any actual downtown develop- 
ment is done there have to be some 
things done.” 

Shagley said he thought that bank 
officials were optimistic there will be 
development downtown. 

But, he did not indicate that any 
specific plans or commitment have 
been made. 

The. council will meet in regular 
session Jan. 14 to act on all or- 
dinances reviewed Thursday. 

Azar indicated that he will request 
that an ordinance providing for one- 
way traffic in the alley between Sixth 
Street and Center from Hulman to 
Idaho be tabled, apparently due to 
some neighborhood opposition. 

Bob Thompson, Indiana State Uni- 
versity, told the council he will re- 
quest that an ordinance providing for 
an automatic traffic signal at Eighth 
and Sycamore be tabled pending 
further study by the university. 

Another ordinance concerning a 
contract for street lighting with Pub- 
lic Service Indiana was not discussed. 

Council member June Hanley 
stated that a representative of the 
city controller’s office or the board of 
public works should appear next week 
to discuss it. 
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Star Staff Report ! » cars in an eight hour period, Ross added. 

A number of traffic ordinances, a rezoning petition and Terre Haute First National Bank is asking the council to 
vacation of an alley were discussed at the Terre Haute City vacate the alley running north and south parallel and 
Council "sunshine" meeting Thursday night. between Sixth and Seventh Streets. The bank owns the 


Passage of ordinances providing for stop signs within the 
area bounded by by Farrington, Deming, 14th and 16th 
Streets was urged by Louis Ross, a resident of the area. for the bank said 

Ross told the council the stop signs were not needed or the bank sald. . 
when the area was full of chuckholes and traffic was The alley is not used to gain access to Wabash as a 
slowed by the need to negotiate the street. Since the area planter has been placed at the outlet. ; 
has been repaved, however, the traffic has picked up speed Council member Ray Azar asked Shagley if there was a 
and many accidents have occurred. reason the bank is seeking to have the alley vacated now. 

There are nine churches and three taverns within the If the vacation would improve the possibility of the 
area. On weekends, traffic generated by the taverns causes downtown revitalization project becoming a reality, Azar 
additional problems. On Sunday, pedestrians on their way said, he would gladly support it. 
to church are endangered by traffic, he said. Shagley said the bank is optimistic about the project, but 

Traffic counts in the area have varied from 161 to 588 does not believe the alley will have a direct affect. 


property on both sides of the alley, which connects Wabash 
Avenue with an east-west alley, Richard Shagley, attorney 


Vigo County Public Library 
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Whether the Terre Haute Fire De- 
partment will add a seventh assistant 
fire chief to its roster may be de- 
termined tonight during the regular 
meeting of the Terre Haute City 
Council at 7:30 in the City Hall 
Courtroom. 

The council will also act on 13 
traffic ordinances and a_ rezoning 
_petition for property at 2400 Martpor 
Ave. 

A request is expected from the B 
controller's office that the council 
rules be suspended so action can be 
'taken on five federal revenue sharing 
appropriation ordinances, which are 
up for first reading. 

An ordinance to establish a position 
of assistant chief of EMT's was 
tabled by the council last month. 

The position would be for EMT 
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Captain Jim Snow, who has instructor 
and supervisory resonsiblities for the 
13-member EMT team. 

Council member June Hanley said 
last month she didn't doubt that Snow 
deserved compensation for the added 
responsibility. 

But she challenged fire department 
officials about why they had not made 
the request during 1982 budget hear- 
ings four months earlier. 

Fire Chief Robert Osborn told the 
council in December that his current 
budget includes salaries for six assis- 
tant chiefs. 

The new position would include a 
pay increase of about $1,400 for Snow. 

The five federal revenue sharing 
appropriation ordinances include 
$374,173 for the police department; 
$113,000 for the park department; 
legal department, $25,000; motor ve- 
hicle highway, $662,407; and fire de- 
partment, $25,000. 
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Star Staff Report 

The Terre Haute City Council 
Thursday night narrowly defeated an 
ordinance to upgrade the rank held by 
the head of the city ambulance ser- 
vice. 

Council members voted 43 against 
an ordinance which would have 
created the position of assistant chief 
of emergency medical technicians 
within the ambulance service, oper- 
ated by the city fire department. 

Those voting against the ordinance, 
Ray Azar, June Hanley, William 
Price and Norma Spork, said the 
ordinance should have been presented 
during the 1982 budget hearings. 

Council members Judith Anderson, 
Larry Kirchener and George Alsop 
voted in favor of the ordinance de- 
claring extra work done by the head 
of the EMTs merited additional 
salary. 

Capt. Jim Snow, who is in charge of 
the ambulances and the crew, sub- 
mitted a list of the duties he performs 
in his position. 

These include: providing inservice 
training for EMTs, doing paperwork 
required by the state and federal 
government, keeping files up to date, 
maintaining five vehicles, being on 


| 


call day and night, keeping records of - 


accidents, staying up-to-date on new 
rules and regulations, answering 
complaints, assisting insurance com- 
panies with reports, getting reports 
for the city attorney, answering all 
two and three-alarm fires to prevent 
tying up the squad in service, talking 
to organizations about the ambulance 
service, and teaching 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

As a captain, Snow's base pay is 
$13,403 annually. EMTs are paid 
$13,164 annually. Snow, who is a 
certified EMT, is paid about $239 a 
year for the extra duties he performs, 
according to his report. 

City Attorney Robert Effner urged 
the council, on behalf of the mayor 
who could not attend, to pass the 
crdinance. 

In addition to the difference in pay, 
Snow has said he needs the assistant 
chief position because he does not 
have enough rank to get the EMTs to 
follow his orders. 
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Price objected to this, saying he 
had been in the Navy, and "cannot 
believe that you (Snow) being equal 
in rank to several people ... do not 
have control of these people ... I 
don't know who's fault that is ... I do 
not think this is a good excuse for 


having an assistant chief's job.” 

"T would not be against establish- 
ing a coordinator of EMTs position 
with an additional increment ... less 
than that. of assistant chief," Azar 
said. “I think three assistant chiefs 
are enough for the fire department. I 
think the addition of another assistant 
chief would only create more prob- 
lems.” 

Although there are only three assis- 
tant chiefs on the department, the 
fire department secretary, inspector 
and instructor also receive salaries 
equal to those of assistant chiefs, 
Fire Chief Robert Osborn told the 
council. 

In other business, a special meet- 
ing was called for Thursday Jan. 21. 
Eric Frey of the Terre Haute Eco- 
nomic Development Commission, 
told the council immediate action is 
needed to approve financing of 
Brighton Hall, a nursing home to be 
built on Springhill Road. _ 

The council already has approved 
issuance of economic development 
bonds as has the Vigo County Council, 
Frey said. If the council does not act 
immediately, the. interest rate of- 


fered may be lost, which could stop | 


the $2.1 million project. 

The nursing home will create 47 
new jobs, Frey added. 

City Controller Tharon Geckeler 


asked if the council also could con- ! 


sider final recommendations from 
the State Board of Tax Com- 
rnissioners for the 1982 budget during 
the special call meeting. The city 
must reduce the street department 
budget by $135,052 and the police 
pension budget by $20, Geckeler said. 

An ordinance rezoning property at 
2400 Barbour was rezoned from R-1, 
single family residential, to M-1, light 
industry. The owners of Sparkle 
Pools, 2225 N. 25th St., have told 


council they want to expand their 
| business on that property. 
| 
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A contract with Public Servic Indi- 
ana to replace 600 street lights with 
sodium vapor lamps, reducing the 
city's light bill by $15,000 and improv- 
ing lighting by 30 percent was ap- 
proved by the council. The work 
already has been completed. 

Council approved vacation.of an 
alley to Terre Haute First National 
Bank and placement of 11 stop signs. 

Ordinances requiring one way trat- 
fic in the alley between Sixth St. and 
Center St. from Hulman to Idaho and 
placing an automatic traffic signal at 
Eighth and Sycamore were tabled. 
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. Mabel Cardinal becomes 
new city council member 


Terre Haute now has its fourth 
woman on the city council — 70- 
year-old Mabel Cardinal. 

Mrs. Cardinal, 1116 Chestnut St., 
was selected by Fifth District 
Democratic precinct commit- 
teemen Monday evening and 
sworn in this morning. 

She replaces Kenneth Thomas, 
who resigned to take the position 
of Vigo County treasurer. 

Mrs. Cardinal has been active in 


politics much of her life and de- 


scribes herself as “a true Demo- 
crat." She has been a party worker 
since 1954 and served as precinct 
committeewoman for 26 years. 
She has lived in Terre Haute all 


HA Hang unog OFA 


her life. 

“I thought I would pitch my hat 
in the ring and learn something so 
I can help the voters. You try to 
broaden yourself," she said when 
asked why she ran. 


Mrs. Cardinal knows the people 
she will be working with, because 
she says she has ‘‘worked with all 
the Democrats.” 


“I'm friends with them. I can 
speak my mind and they won't get 
mad at me," she asserted. 

Her term will expire in 1984. 

She will officially take her seat 
on the council during a special call 
meeting Thursday. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Terre Haute citizens are about 
to benefit from modern technology 
as the result of the city clerk's 
recent purchase of a word process- 
or. 

According to City Clerk Nick 
Peters, the processor will even- 
tually allow for a constantly up- 
dated city code, as well as in- 
creased efficiency and savings for 
the taxpayer. 

His office requested to purchase 
the $9.700 office machine after 
learning that the city council had 
set aside $10,000 from the 1981 
budget for the city's municipal 
code to be updated. No amend- 
ments to the code have been en- 
tered since 1974. 

"We thought we could update 
the clerk's office and the city's 
municipal code at the same time,” 
Peters said. 

Aiding in the recodification 
process will be assistant city at- 
torney Bob Hellmann, who will do 
the research and editing. 

The actual process of updating 
and entering the code into the 
system should take approximately 
one year, but once completed, new 
revisions will be made immediate- 
ly after council meetings to update 
the city code. 

Two workers received training 
last week on how to operate the 
processor, Peters said. 

The system, which just began 
operating. is expected to improve 
office efficiency in areas of typing 
and filing. Peters said. 

The clerk added, if there is 
enough money at the end of the 
year. the office hopes to get a 
Telex adapter, which would give 
workers direct access to such 
places as a local newspaper or the 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 
| "We will be able to find out 
directly who owns a car and to 
collect parking tickets," Peters 
said, adding that because of cur- 
rent limitations, thousands of 
tickets now go uncollected. 

Officials claim that by doing its 
own codification, the city will save 
money that it would have cost to 
hire an outside firm to complete 
the process. 
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Maintenance pact studied 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A proposed maintenance agree- 
ment between Terre Haute’s park 
department and sanitary district 
commission would generate revenue 
and pay for two new city positions. 

Two special ordinances concerning 
the proposed agreement were dis- 
cussed Thursday at the sunshine ses- 
sion of the Terre H i uncil. 

If the Terre Haute Park and Recre- 
ation Department maintains Lost 
Creek and Southeast drainage 
projects for an annual contract fee of 
$40,000, funds to create two new city 
positions would be available, accord- 
ing to Pat Ralston, park super- 
intendent. 

If the contract is approved, two 
park specialists will be hired at a 
salary of $11,000 each to work on the 
project. In addition, the salary of the 
maintenance director will be in- 
creased. 

The department would maintain 
stormwater retention reservoirs in 
the Lost Creek and Southeast project 
area and also provide such services 
as brush removal and lawn mowing, 
if the council approves the contract. 


“Tn the past the maintenance work 
was done by private contractors. I 
felt the park could do it, make money 
and benefit the city as a whole,” 
Ralston said. 

He said the sanitation district 
would make four equal payments of 
$10,000 each. 

Another requested salary change 
involved the inspector of weights and 
measure, whose salary would be in- 
creased to $12,500. The inspector’s 
salary has not been raised in several 
years, Mayor Pete Chalos said. 

“Wed like to keep this (the 
inspector’s salary) in step with what 
the rest of the city employees are 
getting,” Chalos said. 

When asked by council member 
June Hanley what the inspector of 
weights and measures did, Inspector 
Larry Thomas explained that he 
checks scales at places such as gro- 
cery stores and service stations. 

In other matters, there was some 
debate concerning an ordinance 
which would provide stop signs on 
Prairie Avenue at 16th. 

City engineer Louis Glascock 
pointed out that the addition of stop 


e Vizo County Pumie fhe, conference room at City Hall. 


intersection a four-way stop, which 
he termed an ‘unwarranted situ- 
ation." He said he would like for the 
Stop signs at 16th to be removed at the 
same time that new ones on Prairie 
were put up. 

Council president Larry Kirchner 
agreed. ''You don't want to stop 
traffic where it's the most heavily 
traveled," he said. 

But Ray Azar, council member 
from the district where the intersec- 
tion is located, said that no signs 
should be removed. 


He said a bus stop for 
Schoolchildren is located near the 
intersection. 

Also discussed during the session 
were ordinances concerning ap- 
propriations, annexations and rezon- 
ings. 


At the conclusion of the meeting, 
Chalos announced that Saturday 
would mark the beginning of Citizens' 
Saturdays. 

Feom 10 a.m. to noon this week, the 
public will have the opportunity to 
meet with Chalos, the fire chief and 
the police chief in the third-floor 
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PBhukhels jM Council’s 
February Sunshine Session 


By F.I. GOLDHABER 
Star Staff Writer 

There were some light moments at 
the February Sunshine meeting of the 
Terre Haute City Council, though few 
members of the public were there to 
be entertained. 

Except for city staff, and eight of 
the nine council members, several 
reporters and a few students were the 
only ones who braved the elements 
Thursday night to hear a discussion of 
appropriation, annexation, traffic and 
rezoning ordinances. 

A discussion of why a stop sign 
should be placed on 16th Street at 
Prairie Avenue was serious until 
June Hanley, council member, asked 
just exactly where Prairie Avenue is. 

She was excused by council mem- 
ber Ray Azar because "it's not in 
your district." Police Chief Gerald P. 
Loudermilk volunteered ‘‘it’s in High- 
land" from the back of the council 
chambers. 

"And where's Highland?" asked 
George Alsop, council member, half- 
serious. 

June Anderson asked if the police 
department traffic officer could be 
kept informed about proposed 
changes in traffic ordinances. She 
suggested the city clerk take a copy 
of ‘such ordinances to Sgt. Larry 
Shope's office, in the basement: of 
City Hall. 

City Clerk Nick Peters asked An- 
derson why Shope could not come to 
the clerk's office to get copies of the 
ordinances. 

"Well, he's busy," Anderson said. 

"Well so are we," Peters said 
wryly. 

After listening to several city de- 
partment heads ask the council for 
additional money either from revenue 
sharing or the general fund, the coun- 
cil discussed an agreement which will 
add to one department's coffers 
without the council's help. 

A proposed maintenance agree- 
ment between the Vigo County Sani- 
tary District Commission and the 
Terre Haute Park and Recreation 
Department will pay the park depart- 
ment $40,000 in exchange for mowing 
and. maintaining Lost Creek and the 
Southeast drainage. 

Hanley also noted the park depart- 
ment will receive $35,000 in revenue 


sharing money from Harrison Town- 
ship trustees in 1982. 

“Perhaps we could live off the park 
department next year," she sug- 
gested jokingly. 

An amendment to the ordinance 
setting city employee salaries in- 
cludes a raise for the inspector of 
weights and measures. The salary 
has not been changed for several 
years, even though other city workers 


recieved raises, said council Presi- . 


dent Larry Kirchner. 

The salary was not increased be- 
cause of a difference in political 
opinion between the inspector and the 
mayor who held office several years 
ago, explained William Jarvis, long- 
time council member. 

The city inspector's salary has 
been allowed to fall several thousand 
dollars behind the county inspector's 
salary, Jarvis noted, though the city 
inspector has twice the work to do. - 

“Just exactly what does the inspec- 
tor of weights and measures do?" 
interjected Hanley. 

Larry Thomas, inspector, ex- 
plained to the council that he regu- 
larly checks the scales used by gro- 
cery stores to weigh meat and pro- 
duce and also gasoline pumps. 

After the meeting, several council 
members followed Peters back to the 
clerk's office for a demonstratior of 
his office's new word processing ma- 
chine. 

Assistant City Clerk Debbie Kirk 
showed them the machine's paces 
with the delight of a child with a new 
toy. She explained how the machine 
cut her workload by allowing her to 
copy ordinances which were similar 
and make the necessary changes 
rather than retyping each one. 

Kirk was asked by Anderson why 
Peters' picture and not hers had 
appeared with announcements in the 
media that the processor had been 
purchased. 

"I'm not going to run this year," 
Kirk replied facetiously. 

The council members agreed the 
machine ''is great." 

But, one council member sug- 
gested, Kirk ‘‘might just work 
(her)self out of a job.” 

"No," Kirk shot back, ‘I’m not 


going to tell anybody else how to use ' 
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The Terre Haute City Council last 
night approved a resolution author- 
izing $9 million in Economic Develop- 
ment Revenue, (EDR), bonds for a 
new fuel alcohol industry to be lo- 
cated at the site of the old Merchant's 
distillery. . 

In other business, the council-ap- 
proved about $1.16 million in federal. 
revenue sharing fund appropriations. 

Upon review of business for next 
month, one special ordinance was 
stricken from the record by Larry 

Kirchner, council president, because 
it had been introduced and defeated 
at an earlier time. 

- Council member William Price has 
charged that Mayor Pete Chalos was 
| violating council rules in expressing 
| his support of the ordinance, which 

. according to recently passed council 

» rules, cannot be reintroduced for one 

d year after its defeat. 

.. The stricken ordinance, to estab- 
lish a new assistant chief position 
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within the fire department for the 
head of the EMT's at a salary of 
$14,820, was similar to an ordinance 
defeated by the council last month. 

"] cannot believe that the mayor 
forgot the new city council rules 
passed just one month ago. This was 
put in the rules so, what the mayor is 
trying to do now couldn't happen. The 
difference is last month the mayor 
didn't have the votes, but this month 
he does," Price said. 

"Why should the city council even 
have rules if the city administration 
intends to weasel around them?" 
Price challenged. ''it (reintroduction 
of defeated ordinances) happened two 
or three times last year and this is 
why we put this in here." 

Chalos said, however, ‘‘We certain- 
ly didn't want to circumvent the 
council's rules. I did not politic the 
council the last time to get it 
passed.” i 

Chalos said the ordinance will be 
submitted again next month with a 


` language change” regarding the job 
title, 


Kirchner explained that the whole 
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issue surrounding the ordinance 
stems from a typing error. The new 
ordinance was to establish the posi: 
tion of director of EMT'S rather than 
create a seventh assistant chief posi- 
tion in the fire department, which 
council members earlier reacted 
negatively to. 

Regarding the approval of the new 
alcohol plant, Joseph Calabrese, an 
agent of Midland Fuel Alcohol, Inc., 
said, the plant will provide 40 new 
jobs its first year of operation and 80 
within three year's time at an annual 
payroll of $1.5 million. 

Several council members ex- 
pressed concern regarding potential 
problems with air and water pollu- 
tion. Calabrese assured council mem- 
bers that he had met with air pollu- 
tion officials, and that the company is 
looking at pollution control equip- 
ment which will meet clean air stan- 
dards. 

He also said that there would be no 
excessive demands on the city's sew- 
age treatment system. ''That's a 
guarantee I will give verbally and 
lgter put into writing,” he said, add- 
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ing that the facilities will have its 
own system for waste treatment. 

In other action, the council ap- 
proved the annexation and rezoning of 
property owned by Yellow Freight. 

When queried by councilman Wil- 
liam Jarvis on the company’s plans, 
Buckey Walters, properties manager, 
said, ‘‘We’re waiting for the economy 
to turn around before we get anything 
started on that lot.” 


He added that the company pre- 
ferred not to disclose the nature of 
their plans. “It’s of a corporate na- 
ture which our competitors might like 
to hear about." 

There was some disagreement be- 
tween council member Ray Azar and 
city engineer Louis Glascock regard- 
ing the placement of stop signs on 
Prairie Avenue at 16th Street. In 
requesting that the ordinance be 
tabled, Glascock commented that the 
installation of the signs would create: 
a four-way stop at the intersection. 

He felt that the stop sign at 16th 
Street should be removed once those 
on Prairie are put up. 
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On Rank Of Chief Of EMTs 


By F.I. GOLDHABER 
Star Staff Writer 

Two members were missing when 
the city council narrowly defeated an 
ordinance to upgrade the rank held by 
the head of the city ambulance ser- 
vice last month. 

Another member has since changed 
her mind. 

If the ordinance had been in- 
troduced Thursday, the outcome 
might have been different. 

However, an attempt to have the 
ordinance placed on the council ageit» 
da for the March meeting was struck 
down Thursday because of a new 
council rule. 

In January, the council approved 
new rules for the first time since the 
late 1960s. One sentence in the Section 
III of the rules states ‘‘any ordinance 
intervued and subsequently defeated 
may not be re-entered for a period of 
one (1) year after such defeat.” 

The ordinance introduced Thursday 
was supposed to be different from the 
one defeated in January, Mayor Pete 
Chalos told the council. He tried to 
convince Council President Larry 
Kirschner to place the ordinance in 
conmittee with the intention of amen- 
ding it when it appeared before coun- 
cil. 

Kirschener supported Council 
Member William Price’s contention 
the ordinance was out of order and 
had it stricken from the record. 


The ordinance mentioned Thursday 
was signed by Council Member Nor- 
ma Spork. Spork was one of four 
council members who voted against 
the ordinance in January. 

In addition, Council Member Wil- 
liam Jarvis, who has expressed sup- 
port for the creation of an assistant 


chief’s position at previous council 


meetings, was not at the January 
session. a 
Mabel Cardinal, who was chosen to 
fill the seat vacated by Kenneth 
Thomas, had not yet been selected to 
serve on the council. E 
Spork told The Star Friday she has 


changed her mind about the position. 


since she talked to members of the 
Terre Haute Fire Department. She 


was not at the council meeting Thurs- 


ay. 

"I felt like I had wrongfully voted 
against it," Spork said. She believes 
the head of the ambulance service 
should have the extra money because 
of the extra duties required. 

The ordinance originally was 
tabled by the council at the December 
meeting because some members be- 
lieved they did not have enough in- 
formation. 


Price has accused Spork of chang- 

ing her mind because she is running 
| for office. Spork, Vigo County deputy 

treasurer, is running for the Harrison 
Township assessor in the Democratic 
primary. 

“That has nothing to do with it," 
Spork said of Price's accusation. 

Price also accused Chalos of trying 
to railroad the council into accepting 
the already-defeated ordinance now 
that the votes have changed. 

"There's no question about it," 
Price said. If the council had intended 
for the administration to get around 
the rule against reintroducing de- 
feated ordinances, the wording of the 
rule would have been vague, Price 
said. 

Chalos would not comment on 


- Price’s accusations. 


The council] members who voted 

; against the ordinance in January, 

Ray Azar, June Hanley, Price and 

Spork, said then the ordinance should 

have been presented during the 1982 
budget hearings. 


Thursday, however, the council ap- 
proved three ordinances for funds 
which were not included in the 1982 
budget. 

One ordinance included a salary 
increase for the inspector of weights 
and measures. The other two were 
appropriations for the Police Depart- 
ment and Board of Public Works and 
Safety for items which were left out 
of the 1982 budget by mistake. 

Chalos claims upgrading the am- 
bulance position was discussed during 
salary negotiations last summer. 

He believed last summer the coun- 
cil was committed to upgrading the 
position, he added. 


The upgrading is a part of a re- 
organization of many city depart- 
ments made possible by new “home 
rule" legislation, Chalos said. 


The mayor does not want to try and 
reorganize the entire city adminis- 
tration all at once, he said. He prefers 
to make changes gradually, one de- 
partment at a time. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Should traffic-related ordinances 
be based on professional engineering 
judgment or the wishes and needs of 
the people? 

A mini-debate between city engi- 
neer Louis Glascock and various 
council members over that issue took 
up considerable time at Thursday 
night's ‘‘sunshine’’ session of the City 
Council. 

The debate began with Glascock's 
request to have what he termed as 
“unwarranted”? stop signs on 16th 
Street at Prairie Avenue removed. An 
ordinance mandating the stop signs 
was passed during the last council 
session. 

“It’s not that I’m against four-way 
stops," Glascock said. “I’m doing 
what I feel is right and best for the 
neighborhood." The traffic count for 
east and west-bound traffic at the 
intersection — approximately five to 
six cars per hour — is low, according 
to Glascock. 

But Councilman Ray Azar, who 
originally introduced the measure 
calling for stop signs at Prairie, 
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charged that the area was being 
unjustifiably penalized. He spoke of 
other low-traffic intersections in the 
city which were four-way stops. 

“If you're going to remove stop 
signs, then be consistent," Azar said. 
He stated that the existence of four- 
way stops in these areas are an 
indication that residents want it that 
Way. 

“You're playing on some emotions, 
not engineering judgment,” Glascock 
replied. “My engineering license is 
on the line... and it's my professional 
judgment that this intersection does 
not warrant a four-way stop." 

The city engineer said that it is his 
job to do the studies and provide 
advice, but once the council acted, 
“It’s removed from me." 

Councilmen William Jarvis and 
George Alsop commended Glascock 
for his work, but said that their job 
was to serve the people. 

* "We do serve the people, and we've 
got to take them into consideration," 
Alsop said. “I appreciate what Louie 
does, but he must also upderstand the 
councilman's position.” 

In other action, the council con- 
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sidered appropriátion measures for 
the street, park and fire departments. 


Park Superintendent Pat Ralston 
said that appropriations involved 
money from sources other than the 
city's general fund: $40,000 from the 
city's Sanitary District for main- 
tenance on the Thompson Ditch, Lost 
Creek drainage area, and $35,000 
from the Harrison Township Trustees 
office to assist with the summer park 
program. 

Appropriations for the summer 
program would invoive a $1,000 raise 
for the recreation director, as well as 
salaries for 22 summer employees. 


“This is not new tax money,” 
Ralston said. “It’s money we're 
bringing in from another area of 
government to finance activities." 


The council also considered a con- 
tract with PSI for ornamental light- 
ing on Cherry Street from Fourth to 
Eight streets. Gordon Ayre, an of- 
ficial from PSI, said the 18 sodium 
vapor lights would save the city $930 
per year. 

The council also reviewed several 
rezoning requests. 
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Appropriations for the city’s 
overburdened street department 
will be among items reviewed. by 
the Terre Haute City Council at 
its monthly Sunshine Session 
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. 

More than $300,000 is 
earmarked for the department 
from state Motor Vehicle High- 
way funds. According to Mayor 
Pete Chalos, the department is 


already more than $100,000 over. 


budget for this time of year. 

Four rezonings will also be up 
for consideration, including one 
to rezone property at the Holiday 
Inn from agricultural (O-1) to 
Strip Business District (C-6). The 
property was annexed into the 
city last year, and owners are 
currently in the process of con- 
structing a ''Holidome" at the 
Site. 


Also, James T. and Karen 
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ent budget to be reviewed 


Smith are asking the council to 
rezonethe property at 1511, 1513, 
and 1515 N. 25th Street from 
Single Family District (R-1) to 
Commercial (C-2). They would 
like to operate a small engine 
sale and services business which 
would include welding and ma- 
chinery repair. They say that 
most of the area is already being 
used for commercial purposes. 


Several residents living in the 
area bordered by 19th Street, 
Walnut, 17th Street and Orchard 
Street have signed a petition re- 
questing that the area be rezoned 
from general residential (R-3) to 
a residential or two-family dis- 
trict (R-2). 


According to Councilman Ray 
Azar, several apartment com- 
plexes are located in the area and 
residents would like to limit 
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future developments to two-fami- 
ly residences. 


A rezoning for property located 
at 722 S. 17th Street, tabled at the 
last council meeting, will also be 
considered. 


in other matters, the council 
will review: * A contract between 
Public Service Indiana and the 
city for ornamental street light- 
ing on Cherry Street between 
Fourth and Eighth streets. « An 
ordinance to increase the Recrea- 
tion Director’s salary to $12,810 
and to establish 22 summer jobs 
at a cost of $22,128, e Removal of 
a stop sign on 16th at Prairie 
Avenue, and provisions for a stop 
sign on Prairie at 14% Street and 


an automatic traffic signal at 


Eighth and Sycamore. * Ap- 


propriations for the fire and park 


departments. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

A controversial stop sign and a 
rezoning request to preserve a single 
and two-family residential neighbor- 
hood are among items to come before 
Terre Haute's City Council for dis- 
cussion tonight. 

A four-way stop located at 16th 
Street and Prairie Avenue caused a 
stir at last week's sunshine session 
when City Engineer Louis Glascock 
argued that the stop signs there were 
unwarranted and present potential 
liability for the city. 

The intersection became a four- 
way stop last month when the council 
approved an ordinance calling for 
stops on Prairie at 16th — against the 
recommendation of Glascock. At that 
time, he requested that the stops at 
16th be removed. 

Though Norma Spork has since 
submitted an ordinance calling for 
their removal, she announced at last 
week's sunshine session her intention 
to withdraw it. The stops are located 
in the district of Ray Azar, who 
approves of the four-way stop. 

During the session, an intense ex- 
change took place between Azar, who 
said he was representing the people of 
his district, and Glascock, who said 
he based his recommendation on 
'*professional engineering 


ng, stop 
before Council t 


judgment.” 

“Stop signs have caused more con- 
troversy than anything else,” June 
Hanley, council president, said today. 

Also on the agenda, the council will 
act on a rezoning request by a group 
concerned about the possibility of 
fraternity houses locating in their 
neighborhood. 

The area to be considered is 
bordered by 19th, Walnut, 17th and 
Orchard streets. Approximately 60 
residents in the neighborhood signed 
a petition requesting that the area be 
rezoned from general residence (R-3) 
to two family (R-2) — a move which 
would prevent the infiltration of 
multi-family residences and fraterni- 
ty houses. 

According to Bob Baer, of the Vigo 
County Area Planning Department, 
such rezonings raise the issue as to 
whether or not there is enough land in 
Terre Haute zoned to permit develop- 
ment of new apartment complexes. 

“There is probably not enough area 
zoned R-3 in the city. If you eliminate 
those areas where such development 
is very unlikely to occur, there is very 
little area allocated for this kind of 
development," he said. 

The council will also vote on sever- 
al appropriations, including funds for 
the street department. Earlier, 
Mayor Pete Chalos had said the street 


d 


11V1n2UI) LON 
1JN34iid O 


sign issues 
munity Affairs Ifa 
onight 


THU is more than $100,000 
over-budget for this time of year as 
the result of the winter blizzard. 

According to Tharon Geckeler, city 
controller, the money will pay for 
snow removal costs, road resurfacing 
and patching of potholes. The funds 
are coming from motor vehicle high- 
way and local road and street funds. 

The park department is also re- 
questing appropriations, including 
$40,000 for maintenance of the Lost 
Creek-Thompson Ditch drainage 
area, and $35,000 for salaries. 
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council session confusion 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

What began as a routine city coun- 
cil session Thursday steadily grew 
more confusing and complicated as 
the night progressed. 

During the portion of the meeting 
in which new business is discussed, 
three motions to suspend the rules 
eventually drew fire from coun- 
cilman Bill Price, who pointed to the 
need to follow proper procedures. 

The confusion began with an or- 
dinance to rezone property located at 
the Holiday Inn. Eric Frey, attorney 
for the motel, pointed out that be- 
cause of what he termed ''mistakes 
made by Indianapolis lawyers," a 
parcel of land still had to be annexed 
before it could be rezoned. 

It marked the third time that the 
Holiday Inn property has been annex- 
ed by the council, owing to parcels of 
land left out by mistakes in legal 
decriptions. 

Other amendments had to be made 
because of the motel’s recent change 
in ownership. 

Ultimately, after much explanation 
and clarification, the rules were sus- 
pended, the amendments made, the 
annexation passed and the rezoning 
completed. 

“The whole Holiday Inn property is 
now in Terre Haute,” Frey said. 

Once annexed into the city, the 
property automatically was zoned for 
agricultural use and had to be 
changed to commercial. 

Two additional attempts to suspend 
the rules failed. 

The first involved an effort to 
create two new positions for the city's 
mass transit department, including 
one general maintenance worker at 
$7,880 and a receptionist clerk at 
$8,664. 

Tod Jorritsma, commissioner for 
streets and mass transit, told the 
council that the utility presently has 
no maintenance worker because of 
cutbacks in the CETA program. ‘‘We 


badly need some help," he said. 


Jorritsma said that he and other 
department workers are now taking 
care of these tasks. 

“That is not a wise use of these 
people's time," councilman Ray Azar 
said. 

The new positions would involve no 
new money, but would be re-ap- 
propriated from funds already within 
the transit budget. 


One of the responsibilities of the 
maintenance worker would be to 
clean the buses. At the current time, 
Jorritsma said that he and his staff 
are doing the job. ''We have had a few 
complaints so far,” he said, referring 
to bus conditions. 

He received support from William 
Jarvis, who sáid that the condition of 
the buses has greatly improved over 
the past year. 

Price argued that the ordinance 
should have been introduced last 
week in order for council members to 
study the matter. “I don’t know why 
the ordinance wasn't in front of us 
last week," he said. 

“Its my ignorance," Jorritsma 
said, explaining that he thought it 
would have been a routine procedure 
and that he wouldn't have had to ''go 
through all that red tape." 

The motion to suspend the rules 
failed, however, with Price and 
George Alsop casting the dissenting 
votes. 

Price said that the proper pro- 
cedures had to be followed, otherwise 
other department heads would also 
attempt to use such measures. 

À third motion to suspend the rules 
— requested by Alsop — would have 
repealed an existing city ordinance 
which designates parking on 9 % 
Street north of Ohio Street for fire 
department employees. Questions 
concerning the ''fairness" of that 
particular ordinance have been 
raised in recent weeks. 

Price cast the dissenting vote. 
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Firefighters, city council members 
and area business representatives 
spent half an hour arguing about who 
should be allowed to park on the east 
side of 92 Street north of Ohio Street 
Thursday. 

The discussion consumed two 
thirds of the brief April "sunshine 
meeting." 

Council had raced through most of 
a very short agenda, apparently 
wanting to get back outside to enjoy 
the spring weather. 

The momentum slowed when a 
proposed ordinance which would re- 
move the fire-department-parking- 
only designation from the east side of 
9 Street from Ohio north to the alley 
came up for discussion. 

Harry Frey of WTHI-TV told coun- 
cil the fire department does not use 
all the spaces and should not have 
exclusive use to the parking. Parking 
in the area is needed, Frey said, when 
the WTHI lot and other street parking 
is full. 

The spaces were approved for ex- 
clusive use of the department in 1980 
because firefighters' cars had been 
vandalized, ticketed, towed and one 
almost was stolen, according to Fire 
Department Inspector James Brown. 

Firefighters work 24-hour shifts, 
Hrown said, and were unable to find 
parking where they could watch their 
cars and prevent vandalism. The 
spaces are not always in use because 
five spaces are provided by a local 
business man, Brown said. Those 
spaces could be withdrawn at any 
time, though, Brown said. 

The spaces are used by department 
office personnel such as the inspector 
and the assistant chief, according to 
Firefighter William Terrell. 

Council Member George Alsop 
listed parking which is available 
within a block of the downtown fire 
station and asked if this would not be 
enough for firefighters and other 
members of the public as well. 

“Shouldn’t other citizens have the 
right . . . to park there also?" Alsop 
asked. 


The area behind the fire station is 
very congested, said Esten Fuson, 
who owns Esten Fuson Cadillac. If 
parking is allowed on the west side of 
the street, people leaving his show- 
room and used car lot cannot see 
oncoming traffic. WTHI employe em- 
ployees and vistors park on his prop- 
erty, Fuson said. 

Fuson also said he has plans to 
expand his business in the same area 
which would worsen the congestion 
problem. 

Council President Larry Kirchener 
asked the council traffic committee 
to study the problem and present a 
possible solution at the legislative 
session next week. 
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Mayor asks council to 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Mayor Pete Chalos said late this 
morning that he will ask Larry 
Kirchner, city council president, to 
withdraw an ordinance which would 
have created a director of ambulance 
services position. 
The matter will come before the 
council at 7:30 tonight during the 


TAJ 


monthly sunshine m d 

The mayor's request stemmed 
from recent controversy concerning 
creation of the new post. “It’s 
dragged out long enough," he said. 
“The council's objection was that it 
wasn't in the budget." 

He was referring to the fact that 
the matter was not brought up during 
the council's budget hearings con- 
ducted last fall. 

As a result, he said that he will 
postpone further action until the 
council's next budget sessions. 

In January, the council defeated a 
measure which would have created a 
seventh assistant fire chief position. 
The measure would have meant an 
increase in rank and salary for Capt. 
Jim Snow, who serves as head of the 
city's ambulance service and super- 
visor for the Emergency Medical 
Technicians. : 
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tant chief and director of ambulance 
service) and would have raised 
Snow's annual salary to $14,820, 
which is the same paid to an assistant 
chief. Snow's present base pay is 
$13,164, only $239 more than what is 
paid to EMTs. 

An effort to re-introduce the Janu- 
ary ordinance failed in February, 
when councilman Bill Price pointed 
to a provision which said that the 
same ordinance cannot be introduced 
twice within one year. 

Snow has requested the promotion 
to increase his rank so that he can 
more effectively supervise the EMTs 
and to seek compensation for his 
numerous responsibilities. 

Snow, whose EMT certification ex- 
pired April 1, twice failed tests neces- 
sary to retain it. 

State regulations do not require the 
supervisor of an ambulance service to 
be a certified EMT. 

Mayor Pete Chalos indicted last 
week that the city has no plans to 
make the ambulance service into a 
separate department — as yet. 

Looking to the future, however, he 
said that cuts in federal revenue 
sharing may force the city to charge 
for ambulance service, in which case 
a separate department would have to 
be formed. 

Price said in a phone interview 
which preceded Mayor Chalos' an- 
nouncement said that he thought the 
mayor was putting heat on the council 
to pass the ordinance. "The mayor's 
putting enough heat on the council 
that they will probably pass it. He 
(the mayor) has obviously promised 
this person (Snow) the job." 
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Price based his objections on two 
grounds: first, that the request for a 
new position was not brought up 
during budget hearings, and second 
that “we don't need another assistant 
fire chief." 


He said that both ordinances pres- 
ented to the council are basically the 
same, despite different wording. 

In other matters, the council will 
consider: 

*Eight rezoning requests, including 
two which would place mobile homes 
in residential areas. 

e Provisions for stop signs on 1342 
Street at two intersections: Cedar 
and Linden. 

eA request from the Park Depart- 
ment to set a $5 permit fee for use of 
a metal detector in a park or public 
way. 

eAn amendment for discharging 
wastewater into the public sewer 
system. 

eAn amendment to the city’s Build- 
ing Code which will require 
“hydroseeding”’ of property as part of 
the city’s demolition process, Accord- 
ing to Tom Shoaff, building inspector, 
the ground cover could include low 
growing grass, wildflowers, and other 
types of vegetation. 

*Appropriation of $300,000 from the 
Local Road and Street Fund. Accord- 
ing to Tharon Geckeler, city con- 
troller, the money is already in the 
street department’s budget, and must 
now be appropriated. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Citing “flagrant violations" by 
some local industries, the super- 
intendent of the city's waste-water 
treatment plant said he wants ‘to 
amend the city's ordinance for dis- 
charge of wastewater into the public 
sewer system. 

Phil Thompson told the city council 
in its sunshine session Thursday eve- 
ning that the present provision is too 
vague and is virtually unenforceable 
in court. A more stringent ordinance 
is needed, he said, “So we can have 
better control...and if we take some- 
one to court, we will have a more 
definite case.” 

Larry Kirchner, council president, 
asked if the proposed change would 
cause any loss of jobs or would force 
industries to pay a lot of money to 
come into compliance. 

Thompson said industries are often 
unaware there is a problem, and that 
they usually save money by regu- 
lating their discharges. 

He did note, however, that “some 
industries are.in flagrant violation of 
the existing ordinance." Better regu- 
lations — and enforcement — would 
help get the Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency ‘‘off our backs," he said. 


1982 


As expected, an ordinance creating 
a director of ambulance services will 
be stricken from the record at the 
council's regular meeting next week. 
Kirchner said that Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos ordered the action. 

Much of the session was devoted to 
eight rezoning requests, with at least 
one causing considerable debate. 

Mel Roth, 3334 N Seventh St., ob- 
jected to the proposed rezoning of 
property located at 901 Fort Harrison 
Road. He is planning to buy a home at 

913 Fort Harrison. 

According to attorney Richard 
Shagley the petitioners want to de 
molish a vacant house on the property 
and build a gift store specializing in 
religious items. 

Tle area would be rezoned from 
single-family residential to limited 
community commerce, with certain 
restrictions. 

Roth objected to the rezoning as 
"completely unnecessary and ridicu- 
lous." 


He questioned the intentions of the 
petitioners, saying they were asking 
for too much area for a religious gift 
Store. 

"In my opinion, no good arguments 
were presented for the zoning 
change,” he said. “My feeling about 
city planning is that residential areas 
should not be considered for rezoning 
unless it is to the advantage of the 
residents.” 
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In a separate request, residents 
expressed concern over a rezoning 
petition which would allow a mobile 
home to be placed on property located 
at 4201 N. 13th Street. According to 
Shagley, the petitioners want to place 
a 1981 mobile home there to be used 
as a residence by their son. 

Mary Lou Scully, a resident who 
lives near the area, told the council 
that she was afraid the mobile home 
would cause property values to fall. 


“It’s not that we have anything 
against mobile homes, but we are 
afraid that it might drop property 
values," she said. "We are con- 
cerned.” 

Mobile homes are going to become 


an increasingly important issue in the 
future, according to June Hanley, 


council vice president. She noted that: 


Public Law 312 takes effect July 1 and 
may have repercussions on the city's 
zoning ordinance — particularly 
those parts which deal with mobile 
homes. 


She told other members of the 
council that they would have to give 
it considerable attention before the 
law takes effect. 

She said the council must decide if 
it wants to deal with mobile homes on 
a case-by-case basis, or to zone cer- 
tain areas which could have them. 


In other matters, council members 
questioned an ordinance to create a $5 
permit for the use of metal detector: 
in parks or public ways. 

Dick Hanley, recreation director 
with the city's park department, said 
the money would be used to cover 
damage done to the parks as the 
result'of their use. 

“To me, a metal detector might do 
some damage, but anyone in a park 
can do some damage,” Kirchner said. 

Others questioned the need for the 
regulation, and said they would need 
more information. 

With regard to a requested $300,000 
appropriation for the street depart- 
ment, Louis Glascock, city engineer, 
said the money would be used for 
paving and other repairs. He said that 
if council members were aware of 
streets which needed such work, "Let 
me know, and we'll take care of it.” 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN, Tribune Staff Writer 

Disregarding the voices of opposition, the Terre Haute 
City Council passed seven of eight rezoning ordinances at 
its monthly meeting, with one other withdrawn. 

Council members also approved the Hulman Regional 
Airport Authority's bond proposal for the new Federal 
Aviation Administration automated flight service station 
here. 

The council passed an ordinance rezoning property at 901 
Fort Harrison Road from single-family residential to 
limited community commerce, with special restrictions, 
by a 6-1 vote. 

Bob Wright, attorney, explained that only the front two 
acres of the four-acre area would be rezoned for a religious 
gift store. 

A special amendment to the request would make the 
rezoning “null and void” if any attempt were made to use 
the property for another purpose, and the property would 
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revert EE to the single-family classification. 

But Mel Roth, 913 Fort Harrison, was not satisfied. He 
spoke at great length during last week’s sunshine session 
against the rezoning. “I'm not opposed to commercial 
development, but it seems like an 'iffy' thing," he said. 

Another resident, Ken Martin, 3049 N. Seventh, said he 
felt a commercial rezoning “would start the ball 
rolling...and hurt a good residential district.” 

In voting in favor of the ordinance, Larry Kirchner, 
council president, said that he was in favor of commercial 
development along Fort Harrison Road from Third Street 
to Fruitridge Avenue. Such development was necessary, he 
said, “if Terre Haute is to continue to grow as a town." 

He told residents that development would increase the 
value of their homes rather than bring property values 
down. 

The council also passed two ordinances which will allow 
the use of mobile homes, including property at 4201 N. 13th 
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Street and 2028 S. 17th Street. 

Amendments to strengthen a sewage disposal ordinance 
received the council's nod of approval without much 
debate. Phil Thompson, superintendent of the city's Waste- 
water Treatment Plant, said his major purpose in request- 
ing the amendments was to ‘‘protect the city of Terre 
Haute and to keep it out of a fine (penalty) situation." The 
stronger ordinance will used to prod at least one local 
industry into compliance. 


Thompson said he received excellent cooperation from 
“98 percent" of local industry. 

The council voted against a proposed ordinance to 
charge a $5 fee for metal detector permits to be used in 
parks and public ways. 


Pat Ralston, park superintendent, said it was the first 
time he had received an unfavorable qogpral:ee report, 
and wanted to know why. 


He said the fee was designed to prevent da 
parks and to give the department legal re - 
that some of the parks, “look like a bunch of pigs have been 
turned loose" because of the incorrect use of metal 
detectors. 

Kirchner said the measure represented an unnecessary 
government regulation, and noted that there are laws to 
prevent the defacing of public property. 

The council also: 

e Appropriated $300,000 to resurface streets in the city. 

e Provide for a stop sign on 13% Street at Cedar. 

e Amended the city building code to allow the Depart- 
ment of Redevelopment to reseed properties where homes 
have been demolished. 

* Approved the nomination of Gilbert Lynn to replace 
Gerald Jeffers as the council's appointment to the Terre 
Haute Police Merit Commision. Jeffers submitted a letter 
of resignation last week. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 
Despite assertions to the contrary, 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos said today he 
has never ''disbanded" the street 
department's sign and paint crews. 
The matter was brought into the 
open at Thursday night's city council 
meeting when council members 
began complaining of numerous 
Street sign and curb ordinances which 
have not been implemented. Some of 
the ordinances had been enacted as 
much as a year ago, according to 
council member Judith Anderson. 
Forrest Swan, deputy city engi- 


Signs not being put 2E 
Saf d 


Community Atals t üg 


ncil disa 


the department's paint and sign 
crews last fall for “labor reasons." 

Swan was referring to a street 
department strike in September. 
Workers honored a picket staged by 
the Painter's Local Union 197, whose 
members were protesting the use of 
street department workers to paint a 
street department building at 1329 
Deming St. 

Swan said that due to the lack of 
crews, no action has been taken for 
“quite some time. There are quite a 
few ordinances that haven't been 
done.” 

He said that he had been ‘‘shocked”’ 
when council members began asking 
about the situation. 

But the mayor said today that the 
two crews are still in existence — 
under the street department. He 
noted that there has merely been a 
shift of manpower, and that the crews 
were assigned to other duties during 
the winter. "You're always juggling 
manpower," he said. 


Asked if labor problems were in- 
volved with the juggling act, he said: 
“That has nothing to do with it.” 

He said that he — and the city 
council — are looking into the possi- 
bility of creating a branch under the 
engineer's office which would be re- 
sponsible for erecting signs and paint- 
ing, as well as keeping alarms and 
traffic signals working. — + 
^ presently, it is the responsibility of 
the fire department to watch over the 
alarms and signals. 
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! 
I" theer, gaid the mayor had disbanded 


the mayor after the council session, 
and it was agreed that “catch up" 
work would begin after the Brush Up 
campaign and some street paving 
work have been completed. 

Chalos said this morning that the 
street department's paint and sign 
crews would begin implementing the 
ordinances as soon as they are able. 
“I think it’s more important for 
people to be cleaning Terre Haute 
than to be putting signs up,” he said, 
noting that Brush Up involved use of 
all the department's manpower. 

When contacted this morning, Gene 


Elliott, assistant street com- 
missioner, said he did no want to 
comment on the matter. “He (the 
mayor) has had troubles...I don't 
want anything started on it.” 

Presently, the ordinances passed 
by the city council are forwarded to 
the Board of Public Works, which 
instructs the street department to 
implement them. ‘‘The Board of Pub- 
lic Works and Safety is authorized 
and directed to install the necessary 
stop signs and to give notice of pas- 
sage of ordinance" reads the public 
notice published with the passage of 
ordinances. 

At a recent meeting of the board, 14 
ordinances for stop signs passed in 
December and January came before 
its members, composed of the city 
controller, city attorney and city en- 
gineer. 

Informed of the numerous or- 
dinances, Elliott said the matter 
would have to be “handled in a 


Such a move would involve budget different manner.” 


and personnel shifts. Chalos said a 


At that point, City Attorney Bob 


decision would be made in about two Effner said the matter could be dis- 
or three months, and would go into cussed after the public meeting — 


effect next year. 


and discussion of the ordinances 


Swan indicated that he talked with stopped. After the meeting, Elliot 


refused further comment. 
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Some of the signs were at the 
following intersections: Thompson 
and Wheeler, Jefferson and Wheeler, 
27th and Prairie, Park and 14th, Park 
and Gilbert, Farrington and 14th. 

Louis Glascock, city engineer, said 
this morning that the board did for- 
ward the ordinances to the street 
department. When asked if they did 
not implement the ordinances, he 
responded: ** Apparently." 

He could not say exactly how many 
ordinances had not been enacted. He 
noted that ordinances involving pri- 
marily stop and yield signs are in- 
volved. 

At the council meeting, Mrs. An- 
derson asked why stop signs to be 
located on Margaret Avenue, passed 
one year ago, had still not been 
installed. 

Swan responded that there were no 
street or sign crews to do the job. He 
said that while the engineering de- 
partment had done the job previously, 
there was not enough money at the 
current time. He said that more 
money would have to be appropriated 
to the department in order for it to 
assume the responsibilities. 

Councilman Ray Azar complained 
that in certain areas roads had not 


been painted for two years. : 
After the meeting, Mrs. Anderson 
commented: “I don't feel it should 
take that long," she said. “You just 
take it for granted it will be done." 
Jack Petty, representative for the 
painters’ union, contended that the 
painting clause in the street 
department’s contract involved only 
the painting of city streets. The dis- 
pute was reportedly solved with a 
*memorandum of understanding" be- 
tween those involved in the dispute. 
The street department is repre- 
sented by Laborers' International Lo- 


cal No. 204. 
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During its JUN S aine ses- 
sion, the Terre Haute City Council 
will consider an amendment to the 
city's zoning ordinance for manufac- 
tured housing to bring the city into 


compliance with a new law which 
takes effect July 1. 

In addition, council members will 
discuss an appropriation of $4,000 
from cumulative capital for Central 


Eastside street improvements. Ac- 
cording to Tharon Geckeler, city con- 
troller, that amount represents the 
city's matching funds as part of the 
Community Development Block 
Grant Program. 

The park and recreation depart- 
ment is seeking passage of two meas- 
ures, one to establish a "new" de- 
partment to comply with the state's 
Home Rule laws, and another to 


establish a nonreverting account for 
amusement fees. 

Other items on the agenda include: 

e Four rezoning requests. 

e A request for ‘‘no turn on red 
signs" on Maple Avenue at 25th 
Street. 

e Removal of certain crosswalks on 
Ohio Bivd. between 25th Street and 
32nd Street. 

e A provision for 15-minute parking 
Signs at the pull over in front of 
Garfield Gardens on Maple Avenue. 

* A provision for a ‘‘no turn on red" 
sign on Sevenfh Street at Voorhees: 

* An amendment to the city's zon- 
ing ordinance regarding thedefinition 
of "occupied space." 

* The removal of a stop sign at the 
“Y” on Dahlen between 23rd and 25th 
Street. 
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An ordinance empowering the 
mayor to hire and fire the park 
department superintendent will be 
discussed at Thursday's city council 
meeting. 

The ordinance is designed to bring 
Terre Haute's municipal code into 
line with 198] changes in state law, 
according to Park Superintendent Pa- 
trick Ralston. Ralston said park su- 
perintendents in other areas were 
worried about losing their jobs be- 
cause of the state changes. 

“It has a lot of people shook up, but 
I'm not worried; I consider myself a 
professional," Ralston said. ''The 
mayor should have the authority to 
appoint his own people." 

„The Terre Haute Park Board now 
appoints the superintendent, he said. 
The new law retains professional 
qualifications as hiring standards. 

Also on agenda of the council's 
sunshine meeting is an ordinance 
loosening restrictions on mobile 
home. That ordinance also is 
prompted by recent changes in state 
law. 

According to Councilman William 
Jarvis, who is introducing the bill, the 
main change is a reduction in lot size 
requirements for mobile homes to 
15,000 square feet from 20,000 square 
fee. 

The meeting is scheduled to begin 
at 7:30 p.m. 
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The City Council may soon be 
taking a stand on nuclear disarma- 


ment. . 
A resolution will come before the 


. council Thursday night “urging an 


immediate. mutual halt to testing, 
production and deployment of nuclear 
weapons between the U.S. and Soviet 
. Union." 

Judith Anderson introduced the 
measure at the request of various 
members of the Wabash Valley Coali- 
tion for Peace and Justice. 

According to Ed Pabst, coalition 
member, nearly 150 communities na- 
tionwide have endorsed such a meas- 
ure. “We went through all of them 
(similar resolutions) and picked out 
what we felt were the best sections," 
he said. 

He said that the resolution asks the 
City Council to recognize the dangers 
of the nuclear-arms race. 

If the council follows normal pro- 
cedures, members will vote on the 
resolution Thursday night. 
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By SUE auos 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The city may soon establish a $5 fee for service 
cards issued to pick up and delivery businesses for 
parking purposes. 

The proposal came before the board of public 
works Wednesday, and will be forwarded to the city 
council for further action. 

According to Gerald Loudermilk, police chief, 
the traffic department has issued service cards to 
these businesses for several years at no cost. The 
cards allow the businesses to park in an alley for 
30 minutes. 

The police department pays 33 cents for each 
card that is printed. 


In other matters, the board tabled a request from 
a resident who wanted a $104.94 refund from the 
sewage billing office. Ernest Oard, 2036 N. 29th 
Street, has been billed for well rates since May of 
1978 even though he had switched to city water. 

Well rates came to $198, while city water rates 
for the same time period came to $87.28. The billing 
period was from May 1978 to March 1982. 

According to Charles Bryan, of the sewage 
billing office, the city is discovering more cases 
such as this as it attempts to update its records. 
“There are certain people on well accounts who 
have switched to city water, and we aren't aware 
of it," he said. "We've changed our system to try 
and catch these.” 
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The board tabled the matter in order to consider 
what policy it would make for similar cases, 
Tharon Geckeler, city controller, was concerned 
that the city would have to grant refunds in other 
cases. 

“T feel that people who make the change should 
make an effort to contact us," Geckeler said this 
morning. 

In addition, she said the city has discovered a 
number of cases where people are not receiving 
sewer bills. “Do we go and back bill these people?" 
she asked. She said that policies must be for- 
mulated, but would not comment further. 


The board also tabled a request from Pat 
Ralston, park superintendent, to reserve Fairbanks 
Park for July 4 activities. Since Ralston requested 
that portions of Dresser Drive be blocked, the 
resolution will be forwarded to the traffic depart- 
ment for comment. 

Ralston said that he wants better traffic control 
this year. Last year's crowd of nearly 8,000 was a 
"real fiasco. No one expected that many people,” 
he said. 

Also, members approved a $10,117 budget 
transfer within the transit utility; $8,117 of the 
transfer went from ''diesel fuel" to ‘management 
and administrative services.’ 

Jay Mitchell, general manager of the transit 
utility, said ‘the transfer was possible because of 
the recent oil glut, which reduced diesel fuel prices. 


Los re aa m, 
[ugs 


PS 


a Community Affairs File 


CULATE 


hos 


e proposal, sewage 
discussed at meeting - 


He said that the transfer was necessary to cover 
expenses of the general manager. 

He noted that the previous transportation com- 
missioner was paid with federal revenue sharing 
funds; the new position of general manager is paid 
from the transit utility's budget. 

Board members also approved a $10,000 cost 
adjustment for a pavement marking project involv- 
ing 100 miles of streets in Terre Haute. The 
increase must also be approved by the state and 
federal highway agencies. 

The city will be reimbursed for the project, 
which is federally funded. 

According to Louis Glascock, city engineer, 
“Contractors spent much more time on the job than 
what they originally estimated." Inspection work 
amounted to 918 hours rather than an originally 
estimated 240. 

William Fehriback, consulting engineer for the 
project, said that contractors hired to complete the 
project ‘‘didn’t have enough people on the job to do 
it." As a result, his company had to spend more 
time doing inspection work. 

The total cost increase came to $20, 655. 

Board members also approved an agreement 
between the city and the county board of com- 
missioners which will allow the sewage billing 
office to retrieve information from the county's. 
data processing department. The agreement will 
extend for six years, and will cost the city $1,500 
annually. 
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To Nuclear Weapon Freeze 


S JUN 1 1 1982 
Star Staff Report 

The City Council went on record 
Thursday in favor of a nuclear arms 
freeze. 

By a unanimous voice vote, the 
council approved a resolution calling 
on both the United States and the 
Soviet Union to halt testing, prod- 
uction and deployment of nuclear 
weapons. Similar resolutions have 
been approved by 15 other city coun- 
cils, according to figures from the St. 
Louis clearinghouse for the nuclear 
freeze movement. 

Thursday's resolution was pres- 
ented by the Wabash Valley Coalition 
for peace and Justice. 

“I believe it’s wishful thinking that 
this resolution will affect what (na- 
tional officials) do," Councilman Wil- 
liam Jarvis (at-large) said. “Even so, 
the effort put forth is deserving of our 
commendation."' 

Before the vote, Councilmen 
George Alsop (4th district) and Wil- 
liam Price (2nd district) questionned 


the origins of the resolution and polit- 
ical connections and whether it had 
partisan backing. 

“We do not regard this as a politi- 
cal issue," coalition spokesman Ed 
Pabst said. ‘‘This is an issue of 
health.” ; 

In other business, the council 
tabled an ordinance that would 
change the city’s restrictions on man- 
ufactured homes. The city must 
amend its present ordinance by July 
1 to comply with a 198] state law 
forbidding discrimination against 
homes that aren't site-built. But last 
week the council decided to rewrite 
proposed amendments and City At- 
torney Robert Effner asked Thursday 
for more time to review the newest 
draft. 

Councilman Ray Azar (3rd district) 
also objected to a provision in both 
versions of the amendments that 
would enable single-wide mobile 
homes to locate, with council per- 
mission, on 15,000-square-foot lots. 


The present ordinance has a 20,000- 
square-foot minimum. 

Azar said the lot size reduction 
would open up ‘‘an entire new realm" 
of properties to requests for single: 
wides. 

“The people in residential, site- 
built homes don't want single-wides 
in their neighborhood," Azar said. ` 

The council is expected to call a 
special meeting next week on the 
manufactured home ordinance. 
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By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Approximately 20 members of a local anti-nuclear group 
were present to see the City Council approve a resolution 
calling for a bilateral nuclear-arms freeze between the 
U.S. and Soviet Union. 

Members of the Wabash Valley Coalition for Peace and 
Justice broke out in applause when the council finally 
approved the measure. 

“I'd like to commend this group for trying to make the 
\\ "ld a safer and better place to live,” Councilamn Judith 
“Marson said. Mrs. Anderson presented the resolution to 


For a full report on Thursday night's City Council 


meeting, turn to page 5. 


'the council. 


The resolution calls for the U.S. and Soviet Union to 
"adopt a mutual freeze on the testing, production and 
deployment of nuclear weapons...” 

It also asked that the council “urge” Gov. Robert Orr, 
Sen. Richard Lugar, Sen. Daniel Quayle, and Rep. John 
Myers to sponsor similar resolutions. Coalition member 
Ed Pabst pointed out that none of the elected officials has 


taken a stand on g issue. 

“These are all Republicans?” June Hanley, council vice 
president, quipped. 

Pabst read the resolution in its entirety. 

Mike Gordon, another coalition member, said a similar 
resolution has been passed by 125 city councils nationwide. 

Council members had various reactions to the measure: 

e William Jarvis commended the group, though he. 
described the effort as ‘‘wishful thinking.” 

e Kirchner became philosophical, saying that people 
should have such enthusiasm for city government. “It 
would really be nice if you'd get as interested in city 


government. We sure could use the help.” 

After the resolution was ppprovedajanley, asked the 
group to stand for recognition. — 

The measure was passed on the eve ot the Coalition's 
trek to New York, where it will participate in a major rally 
Saturday in support of the nuclear-arms freeze. As many 
as 500,000 people are expected to participate. 

The demonstration, and accompanying march, coincides 
with the United Nations Second Special Session on Dis- 
armament. 

The Coalition was scheduled to leave at noon today, 
returning to Terre Haute Sunday evening. 
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to amend law 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Tribune Staff Writer 

It looks like still more amendments for an 
amended ordinance meant to amend an ordinance. . . 
: The complicated proceedings stem from the city's 
efforts to comply with Public Law 312, which takes 
effect July 1. The law enables certain types of 
manufactured homes to locate in the city. 
` Though City Council members were expected to 
act on the measure at Thursday's regular session, 
the ordinance was tabled in order to allow City 
Attorney Bob Effner to review it. 

Effner helped draft the original ordinance, which 
was amended Monday night by zoning committees 
from the council and Vigo County Area Plan Com- 
mission. 

“There are a couple of minor things I think need 
to be changed,” Effner said, noting he had not been 
given a chance to review the recent amendments. 

In párticular, Effner said that a restriction requir- 
ing manufactured housing (modulars) to be at least 
23 feet wide would have to be extended to regular 
site-built housing. 

The measure would apply to housing which meets 
the requirements of the new law. The 23-foot 
restriction was added Monday out of concern that 
single-wide mobile homes might be allowed in the 
city. 

Monday's revisions divide manufactured housing 
into three categories: modulars, which could locate 
in the city's residential areas; federal-code-met 
manufactured housing which would have to locate in 
a specially zoned area; and mobile homes built prior 
to June 15, 1976, which could no longer be placed in 
the city. Lu 

Effner also objected that the amended ordinance 
allows only modulars (homes meeting the require 
ments of Public Law 312) to locate in the city, which 
he felt was too restrictive. "I don't believe that 
meets the requirements of the state statute," he 
said. “I don't believe you can require them to be just 


modulars.” j ; 
Effner wasn’t the only person dissatisfied with the 
proceedings. N 
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After Jones was finished, Councilman Ray Azar 
broke in to say that he was "frustrated" at not being 
able to comment on the issue. He said that he was 
opposed to a revision which would have reduced the 
area needed for a Mobile Home Conditional Use Zone 
from 20,000 square feet to 15,000. 

_An ‘‘exchange”’ flared between Azar, June Hanley, 
council vice president, and Larry Kirchner, council 
president. Azar charged that not all council mem- 
bers had been informed about Monday’s meeting. 

Azar said he had wanted to give more input, since 
the 15,000 square-foot limit (for conditional use 
zones) would open up a whole new area for people to 
locate manufactured homes — particularly in his 
district. “I’m trying to represent the people in my 
district," he said. : 

Mrs. Hanley said a special meeting would proba- 
bly be called next week to act on the measure. 

George Alsop said he, too, had been caught off 
guard by the tabled ordinance. “I didn’t know why 
they had tabled it,” he said. “I think people should 
have been informed why.” 

In other matters, council members approved the 
issuance of economic development revenue bonds for 
two local projects: a $700,000 bond issue for the 
rehabilitation of the Anderson and Adler building at 
Third and Ohio streets, and $600,000 in EDR bonds to 
faciliate construction of an office-warehouse at 1025 
a Fruitridge Ave. to be used by Pepsi-Cola Bottling 


Gene Elliott, the city’s new street commissioner, 
went before the council to request a $20,000 budget 
transfer for his department. He explained the de- 
partment was “in bad need of repair parts,” and that 
funds would be transferred from salary money, 
including that of the assistant commissioner. 

At present, no one serves in that position. 

Azar questioned Elliott on the number of street 
department employees, and asked if it was staffed 
adequately. Elliott responded he has 38 street de- 
partment workers. 

"I don't need any more men right now,” he said, 
noting that equipment repair was a major priority. 
m costs for one grader amounted to $6,000, he 
said. 

Councilwoman Judith Anderson asked Elliott if 


Jack Jones, a local dealer for manufactured the department had been acting upon ordinances 
housing who thought there would be a period for calling for stop signs to be installed at various 
public comment, urged the council to pass the locations around the city. 


measure. He said area lending institutions are 


Elliott responded that 32 stop signs have recently 


offering low-interest mortgages for certain types of been installed. 

housing, and that manufactured housing would app- There has been some question as to whether or not 
ly. “I don't see why we have to wait so long," he paint and sign crews were "'disbanded" last fall. 
said. 
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By a 6-3 vote, the Terre Haute City 
Council passed an ordinance Wednes- 
day which puts the city into com- 
pliance with a new state law barring 
discrimination against manufactured 
housing. 

As a result, manufactured homes 
at least 23 feet wide — and meeting 

' certain other provisions of the new 
law — will be able to locate in the 
city. 

During Wednesday's special ses- 
sion, council members spent more 
than an hour reviewing amendments 
suggested by Gary Brett, executive 
director of the county Area Planning 
Department, and Bob Effner, city 


council 


LJ 


attorney. 

The two met Monday to discuss the 
changes, which both termed ''mi- 
nor." 

Aecording to the new ordinance, 
manufactured housing falls under 
three classifications: 

eType I, which meets the require- 
ments of the new law and can locate 
where ever a site-built home is al- 
lowed. The council last night agreed 
upon the 23-foot minimum width. In 
addition, such homes must have more 
than 950 square feet of space, a 
permanent foundation, site-built type 
roofing and siding and they must be 
built after Jan. 1, 1981. 
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/ Type , which cannot locate out- 
side of a trailer park without a case- 
by-case approval of the council. Such 
homes must meet federal codes, have 
more than 480 square feet of space 
and be built after June 15, 1976. 

Lots for these zones (Mobile Home 
Conditional Use Zones) must be at 
least 20,000 square feet. 

Previously, petitioners could re- 
quest as much as a 25 percent reduc- 
tion in the 20,000 square foot provision 
by going before the Board of Zoning 
Appeals. 

The council rejected attempts to 
reduce the minimum lot space to 
15,000 square feet. 
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Councilman Ray Azar said that 
such a reduction would open.many 
areas in his district for such zones. 
“Tf we say 15,000 (square feet), natu- 
rally we will have more and more 
people with three city lots that can 
qualify...This is not the direction I 
think we should go.” 

Type III, or mobile homes built 
prior to June 15, 1976, are prohibited 
from locating in the city. 

In the final vote, George Alsop, 
June Hanley, and Judith Anderson 
opposed the new ordinance. Hanley 
said she felt the new measure was 
more discriminatory than the pre- 
vious one. 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Terre Haute’s City Council is expected to con- 
sider at least two zoning ordinance changes this 
summer aimed in part at improving older, blighted 
neighborhoods. 

Tonight, the council is scheduled to discuss a new 
category that would allow a property owner 
specific business in a residential area, for 
bo changing the property’s residen- 


- At 
guit the council will discuss loosening 
"s zoning requirements that the Board of 
Zoning Appeals says have been the subject of 
frequent variance requests. 
- In addition, the Vigo County Area Plan Com- 
Pmigeiop za ight recommend that the council allow 
es'in.lots as small as 5,000 square feet 
-in designated poverty areas. Area Plan Director 
Gary Brett said Tuesday that he will draw up that 
recommendation in two or three months. 
. “Planned development," the new zoning catego- 
ry to be considered tonight, would allow the council 


‘system, he said, might fac 


to grant specific exceptions to normal zoning 
district uses. without incurring the dangers of 
blanket rezoning. Thus, the council could a 

beauty shop in a residential area witho 


permission for all other commercial district uses 


at the same time. 
The owner requesting the planned development 
zoning would have to show that his project was 
compatible with the neighborhood and that some 
type of hardship, such as neighborhood deteriora- 
tion, made standard uses impractical. 
According to Brett, the 
times leads the council tt 
projects that it likes becaus 
tial uses permitted under t 


vacant land. | .— — 
Meanwhile, the Boa 

the council to raise heig| 

feet -from five feet an e 

corner lot land 1 that must be | vacant to allow 


visibility at intersections. M e . 
Other changes proposed by the board would allow 


ing Appeals wants 
its for fences to six 
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that owners with two buildings could sell one to an 


investor who wanted to improve it, according to 
Jim Finger, land use planner with the Area Plan 
Department. Sometimes owners in older neighbor- 
hoods don't have the money to rehabilitate both 


buildings, Finger said, so under the present sys- . 


tem, they deteriorate. 

Finally, Brett wants a change in the manufac- 
tured home ordinance adopted by the council in 
June. The council tightened its restrictions on 
single-wide mobile homes outside trailer parks by 


prohibiting variances from the 20 Jar gd 


minimum lot requirements. 
That lot size requirement should be lower for 
blighted neighborhoods, where even mobile homes 


would be an improvement, Brett argues. In those 
. areas, “if you can build a house on it, you should - 
be able to put a mobile home on it," he said. 
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Council Establishes Zoning 


By SUE LOUGHLIN 
Staff Writer 

Despite protests from Farrington Grove 
residents, the Terre Haute City Council passed 
a measure Thursday night which established a 
new zoning category known as “planned de- 
velopment uses.’ 

As explained by Gary Brett, executive direc- 
tor of the Vigo County Area Planning Depart- 
ment, the new category will allow the council 
to grant specific uses of a property otherwise 
not permitted in the zoned district. 

For example, the council might approve a 
planned development allowing a beauty shop in 
an area zoned residential; if sold, however, any 
future owners would have to use it as a beauty 
shop, or else the property would revert back to 
the residential classification. 

A petitioner also would have to show that the 
planned development was compatible with the 
neighborhood, and that some type of hardship 
made standard uses impractical. 

George Amies, 1215 S. Center, was concerned 
about the effect the ordinance might have on 
the Farrington Grove area. ''Who will decide if 
something adversely affects my property?” he 
said. ‘‘Surely you'd want the input of people 
living in the area.’ 

Couricil President Larry Kirchner explained 
that residents still would have opportunity for 
public comment, since the matter would have 
to/come before council just as for any other 
rezoning Tequest. 


Amies said that members of Farrington 
Grove were against the new zoning classi- 
fication. "In our area, we feel we're trying to 
create something for Terre Haute by making 
the district historical," he said. ‘‘We don’t feel 
this is going to do anything for us." 

Kirchner replied, ‘‘This council in particular 
has always been sympathetic toward Far- 
rington Grove." But he also pointed out that 
the ordinance was meant to serve all of Terre 
Haute — not just Farrington Grove. 

Kirchner said that the new rezoning classi- 
fication would protect the area, since it would 
restrict the use of the property to one particu- 
lar purpose. This alleviates the need for 
blanket rezoning, he said, pointing out that a 
property rezoned C-2 ( commercial) would be 
open to as many as as 100 different uses. 

"The way I read it is that it (planned 
development) is more restrictive, and better 
for Farrington Grove," council member Judith 
Anderson said. 

“The way we feel as individuals is that it 
affects you favorably," Kirchner said. 

The council passed the measure 7-0, with an 
amendment reducing the amount of time a 
person has to implement the new use from one 
year to six months. 

In other matters, the council passed a meas- 
ure which seeks to establish a director of the 
Emergency Medica! Technicians in 1983. Coun- 
cil member June Hanley suggested two 
changes to the E a proposal: that the 
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proposed salary be dropped from $15,973 to 
$15,850, and that the director of ambulance 
services ''must be equally qualified as any 
fireman with the rank of EMT or more.” 


In requesting the salary reduction, Hanley 
said that she wanted to clarify that the new 
position was not the same as a new assistant 
fire chief. ; 


The 1983 salary for an assistant fire chief is 
tentatively set for $15,973. 


The council also approved ordinances estab- 
lishing 10 percent increases for city hall em- 
ployees (excluding firemen, police and employ- 
ees covered by unions) and elected officials. 
Hanley said that the ordinances are required by 
law and represent a first step before budget 
hearings. 


The new salaries could be cut to Jess than 10 
percent — but they cannot increase above that 
amount. 


The council struck from the record a pro- 
vision stipulating that new employees be paid 
at 10 percent less than regular employees for 
six months. 


The 10 percent reduced salary was also 
dropped from a 1981 ordinance, which means 
that new employees hired this year will be paid 
the same amount that current employees 
make. 
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Which Exceeds 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 


Terre Haute’s City Council unanimously ap- 
proved a $14.9 million budget Monday that will 
require $1.3 million more in property tax revenues 
than the state says the city is eligible to levy. 


The council also agreed to ask the state to 
exempt more than $1.3 million in expenses from the 
property tax freeze limits. 

The requested exemptions are for increases in 
ambulance service, unemployment compensation, 
pension and utility costs, and for the 1983 election. 


The biggest budget—buster is $900,000 estimated 
for pending utility rate increase requests, an item 
not listed as an allowable exemption under state 
law. With the city banking on its fight against the 
proposed raises to balance the budget, Mayor Pete 
Chalos called on residents and businesses to testify 
at upcoming Public Service Commission hearings. 


"Every level of the community must get in- 
volved in the utility rate hearings," Chalos said: 


«Lupe: 11437 


“The state of Indiana must find out that utilities 
don't live in a world by themselves." 


The Terre Haute Water Works Corp. hearing is 
scheduled for Sept. 2; the Public Service Indiana 
hearing is planned for Sept. 9. 


If Public Service Commission approves large 
rate increases and the State Board of Tax Com- 
missioners rejects some of the city's appeals, 
substantial budget cuts might be required by the 
end of the year. Department heads already have 
been told to find items that can be cut, City 
Councilwoman June Hanley said, and service re- 
ductions could result. 


“There really isn't any ‘fat’ fat," Councilwoman 
Judith Anderson said. “It just would mean cutting 
out things we're used to having." 


Also Monday, Councilman Ray Azar resurrected 
questions about Golf Director Raymond L. 
Goddard's income. Azar said that he had de- 
termined that Goddard's income from wages, 
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green fees and driving range fees was between 
$25,000 and $26,000 a year. But he said that he hadn't 
been able to find out how much additional money 
Goddard made from golf cart rentals at William S. 
Rea Park, merchandise sales at the pro shop and 
the concession stand. 


“Tf we're talking $5,000, that's one thing; if we're 
talking $35,000, that's something else," Azar said. 


“Since the city doesn't have any investment in it, 
it’s Goddard's personal business," Park Super- 
intendent Patrick Ralston said. 


Chalos said that Goddard's tax returns showed a 
substantially lower income than the $80,000 to 
$100,000 that has been rumored, but he failed to 
disclose a precise amount. 


‘‘He’s not making anywhere near the money that 
the people who would like that job think," Chalos 
said. 


Azar dropped the issue pending a meeting with 
Chalos next week. 
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Value of committee work 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 


“Committee report?" Terre Haute _ 


City Council President Larry 
Kire+~er routinely asks as the council 
prepares to discuss a new ordinance. 

Yet in most cases, the council 
committees that make the reports 
haven't met and some council mem- 
bers can't remember which commit- 
tees they're on. 

“I would have to check the list," 
Councilman Ray Azar said when 
asked to name his committee mem- 
berships. 

“Tve got to find out; I don't know 
what I'm on," Councilwoman Mabel 
Cardinal said. Ms. Cardinal remem- 
bered one of her committee assign- 
ments but didn't know the second. 

Councilwoman Norma Spork, 
chairperson of the zoning committee, 
said that she also belonged to the 
finance committee. The city clerk's 
list, though, shows her on the parks, 
public property and governmental af- 
fairs committee instead. Ms. Spork 
said that she had confused her pres- 
ent memberships with last year's. 

The council has four committees: 
finance, traffic, zoning, and parks. 
Councilwoman June Hanley, co- 
chairman of the finance committee, 
said that her committee has had no 
official meetings this year. Coun- 
cilwoman Judith Anderson, traffic 
committee chairperson, said that her 
committee met once, although she 
said that she talked regularly with 
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committee members by phone. 

Ms. Spork remembers three zoning 
committee meetings, but Ms. Hanley, 
who said she "believes" she's a zon- 
ing committee member, remembers 
only one. 

Councilman George Alsop, parks 
committee chairman, was on vaca- 
tion. But Councilman William Jarvis, 
who said he thinks he's on Alsop's 
committee doesn't remember any 
meetings or telephone contact from 
Alsop. 

Ms. Cardinal admitted she's con- 
fused about the difference between a 
committee meeting and a Democrat- 
ic caucus. 

The: committee recommendations 
to the council do have some basis in 
reality, though. Before council meet- 
ings, members go to the clerk's office 
and sign off, pro or con, regarding 
ordinances sent to their committee at 
the previous month's meeting. 

Jarvis said the clerk's office marks 
on each ordinance which of the coun- 
cil members are supposed to sign. 

"As functional as they are now, 
they're not serving a useful purpose," 
Councilman William Price said of the 
committees. 

To council members, the issue isn't 
whether they're doing their jobs but 
how practical the committees are as 
a tool to help them. Price speculates 
that committee activity may have 
declined because council members 
keep themselves better informed as 
individuals. ' r 
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For many of the routine issues that 
come before the council, such as 
rezonings or changing traffic signals, 
a personal visit to the site is more 
useful than a committee discussion, 
council members said. If members 
have questions, they said that they 
call each other or city staff. 


Council members also have a 
chance to discuss issues before voting 
at monthly sunshine meetings, Azar 
said. 

For more important issues, the 
eight Democratic members some- 
times meet in caucus. 


“Were all so involved in so many 
things, we're all stretched so thin, it's 
hard to have more meetings," Ms. 
Hanley said. 

With five of the nine council mem- 
bers on each committee, the commit- 
tee system isn't particularly effi- 
cient, Azar said. 

Ms. Spork agrees with Price that 
the committee system isn't ‘‘all that 
real” now, yet Ms. Hanley, Kirchner 
and Azar defend it even in its present 
spotty state. Committee assignments 
make individual members more like- 
ly to research ordinances within the 
committee's jurisdiction, Ms. Hanley 
and Kirchner said. 


Azar said he likes having the struc- 
ture in place in case it's needed “for 
certain issues. . 

The committee system has existed 
at least since the early 1960s, Jarvis 
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Tax relief granted former Montgomery 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

The City Council extended tax re- 
lief to the property once occupied by 
Montgomery Ward, vacated an alley 
behind Hulman & Co., and rezoned a 
Fort Harrison Road lot for a gas 
station during its meeting Thursday. 

Extension of the tax-abatement 
area to the site of the former Mont- 
gomery Ward store at Third and 
Poplar streets will improve the city’s 
ability to market the property at an 
upcoming realtor’s exposition in New 
York, Economic Development Direc- 
tor Mike Barnes said. 

Some inquiries about the property 


have been made, Mayor P. Pete 
‘Chalos said, but he declined to specify 


by whom. 

The council’s move will entitle a 
buyer of the property to tax deduc- 
tions for improvements and equip- 
ment. The city already has 10 tax- 
abatement districts, Barnes said. 
Three new designations were made 
last month, including one designed to 
encourage VisQueen Film Products 
to reopen its plant. 

The council approved, 6-1, Hulman 
& Co.'s request to take over the alley 
running among about eight buildings 
that it owns in the Ninth Street- 
Wabash Avenue area. 

Hulman attorney George Brattain 
said the company can not leave 
trucks at its loading docks or railroad 
cars near the buildings overnight 


because the area is open to the public. 


The ‘‘economy of operation" that 
would result from closing off the area 
might enable Hulman to modernize 
the dock area, Brattain said. 


Councilman Ray Azar asked that 
the issue be postponed a month for 
further public comment because he 
said that some people used the alley 
for parking or walking to basketball 
games at Hulman Civic University 
Center. Unable to find a second for 
his motion, Azar subsequently voted 
against the Hulman request. 


Other council members said that 
closing the alley would improve fire 
safety at the Hulman complex by 
eliminating parked cars that block 
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fire lanes. 


The council unanimously approved. 


a rezoning request that would allow a 
gas station to be built at 1401 Fort 
Harrison Road. Three neighbors ob- 
jected to the gas station, arguing that 
Highway Oil Co. should instead move 


into a vacant station a block away. | 


The biggest crowd of the evening, 
though, came and left early. They 
were there to see 14 Terre Haute 
children, including one seven-year- 
old, receive special commendations 
for first-place showings in the Indiana 
State Junior Bowling Association 
competition last spring. Approx- 
imately 3,000 young people partici- 
pated, said Tharon Geckeler. 
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Citizens, ask 
OCT 8 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Two Terre Haute residents asked the city council 
Thursday to pass an ordinance banning leaf burn- 
ing. 

Robert Thompson and Ed Pabst told the council 
that leaf burning presents a health hazard for 
people with breathing problems. 

Councilmen told Thompson and Pabst that they 
should draw up a proposed ordinance, but there was 
no money for alternate methods of leaf disposal. 

“We can't get what we need for essential 
services now," council President Larry Kirchner 
said. 

“It’s a matter of drawing the line between 
economics and what we think might be right,” 
Councilman William Price said. He suggested the 
air pollution control board be consulted. 


1982 
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Pabst said the present ordinance allows leaf 
burning between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. If the council 
decides not to ban leaf burning altogether, Pabst 
said, it should further restrict the hours during 
which it is allowed. 


Pabst said that he and Thompson got the idea for 
the ban when they were jogging on Ohio Boulevard. 
He said that they discussed how nice it was to jog 
in the fall.— until leaf burning began. 


Earlier Thursday, the council held a special 
meeting to appeal a $1.3 million cut in the city's 
1983 budget by the Vigo County Board of Tax 
Adjustors. The city's proposed budget was over the 
allowable property tax levy projected by the 
Indiana State Board of Tax Commissioners and the 
county cut brought it within limits. 

The state board is scheduled to decide what 
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for leaf-burning prohibition 


appeals it will allow on Nov. 17 or 18, City 
Controller Tharon Geckeler said. 

"We will get some relief but not full relief,” 
Geckeler predicted. "There will have to be some 
cuts made that will really hurt some of the 
departments.” 

Last week, department heads were asked to 
review their budgets for possible items to cut, she 
said. | 

Several rezoning petitions scheduled for council 
discussion at the Thursday "sunshine" meeting 
were tabled, either because the Vigo County Area 
Plan Commission hadn't discussed them yet or the 
attorney for the property owner didn't attend the 
meeting. 

The council heard petitions to vacate alleys near 
410 Barton Ave. and in the midst of Union Hospital 
property. 
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Council agrees to issue economic bonds | 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

After a vote change, the City Council Thursday 
voted unanimously to declare its intent to issue $20 
million in economic development revenue bonds for 
Westminster Village. 

The bonds, $8 million more than the council 
authorized in 1979, will provide permanent financing 


"for “the elderly housing development at below- 


conventional interest costs. 

Westminster attorney David Goeller and Econom- 
ic Development Commission attorney Eric Frey 
fielded a series of questions from Councilmen Ray 
Azar and George Alsop about why the additional $8 
million in bonds was needed and whether issuing 
bonds after the project was completed and partially 
occupied was legal. : 

After a voice vote, Azar requested a roll-call. He 
got it and voted yes, with reservations. Alsop voted, 
no, but then changed his vote to yes, saying later that 
he had first voted no to support Azar, whom he had 
expected to do likewise. : 

Councilmen Larry Kirchner and June Hanley 
argued in favor of issuing bonds for the project. 
saying it was needed in Terre Haute and that local 
effort was necessary to ''pull it out of the fire” after 
problems with the previous Indianapolis owner. 
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The city approved the original bond issue in 1978 -. 


and 1979, but the bonds weren't sold because: the 
original owner, Presbyterian Housing Program, 


Inc., ran into financial problems and transferred 
ownership to a mostly, local non-profit board. That 
board decided to wait until project completion to sell 
the bonds to be certain of total costs, Goeller said. 
* Goeller attributed the additional $8 million to 
higher-than-expected construction and interest 
costs. Azar asked Goeller for documentation of final 
construction expenses. 


“Isn't this the first time the EDC has had a project 
go through completion and then ask for more 
bonding?” Azar said. ''I just want to make sure we're 
not being used to save some out-of-state investors 
some money." 

The Huntington National Bank, Columbus, Ohio, 
provided the original construction loan, will buy the 


bulk of the bonds if they are issued, and has two, 


members on the Westminster board who Goeller 
says will retire as soon as practicable. 


Alsop questionned whether issuing bonds through 
a new resolution was legal since state law prohibits 


. bonding for projects that are completed and partially 


occupied before resolutions of intent are passed. 
Frey said that the 1978 and 1979 actions by the city 
satisfied legal requirements because they indicated 
that the city thought the project was worthy of the 
low-interest bonds. Goeller said that the new resolu- 
tion should be viewed as an amendment .of the 


„original one. 
“We are setting a precedent," Azar said. 


"I don't think you're setting a precedent. You're 
following the law. It's just that it never happened 
before," Frey said. “It’s à matter of good faith.” 

Goeller said that the bond issue would reduce 


, Westminster's interest costs and prevent increases 


in prices of the units, thus boosting occupancy and 
staffing. . . 

The city's, economic development commission 
preliminarily approved the $20 million bond issue 
last Thursday. 

Following the council vote, the bond request goes 
to a public hearing and then a second round of votes 
before the commission and the council. 

Thursday the council also heard a report from 
Robert L. Moran, director of Vigo County Air 
Pollution Control, about the health problems pres- 
ented by leaf burning. Last week, two citizens asked 
the council to ban leaf burning. 

Moran said that leaf burning didn't bring Terre 
Haute's particulate matter above U.S. Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency standards, but it did double 
the amount of particulates in the air in some: 
residential neighborhoods. 

Given the city's tight financial position, Moran 
said that he recommended a leaf burning ban but 
wouldn't ‘‘bang on the floor and demand it today." 

The council appeared to favor a compromise that 
would prohibit leaf burning on days when air was 
stagnant and the pollution from leaf burning most 
severe. 
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Bonds 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Terre Haute's City Council preliminarily approved 
three economic development revenue bond issues 
Thursday and set a fourth for final consideration at 
a special meeting next week. 

The three issues appproved will be used for 
construction of two new office buildings and retool- 
ing of a factory. 

Attorneys Eric Frey, William Olah and Robert 
Hunt won council approval for $330,000 in bonds for 
a 6,000-square-foot office building at First and 
Cherry streets on the site of former urban-renewal 
property. That building will be partially owned and 
used by L.E. "Gene" Frazier for his State Farm 
Insurance office. 

"New construction at this end of downtown 
hopefully will stimulate owners at the other end to 
do something with their properties," said Mayor P. 
Pete Chalos. 

Earlier Thursday, the city's Economic Develop- 
ment Commission gave its preliminary approval to 
the bonds, setting the stage for council action. City 
Attorney Robert O. Effner served as counsel for the 
commission deliberations. Frey, the commission's 
regular attorney, disqualified himself from the 
proceedings and didn't attend the meeting. 

City officials at both meetings praised the project 
as a boost to downtown redevelopment and the 
realization of city efforts to promote economic 
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growth. The Cherry street property was one of 
Several taken over by the city in the 1960s as part of 
a federal urban-renewal program and had been 
vacant for nearly 20 years. The city recently had 
those properties reappraised, and four were sold. 


Also approved was a $185,000 bond issue for an 
office building at Third and Ohio streets. C. Joseph 
Anderson and Phillip I. Adler had sought $750,000 in 
bonds to rehabilitate the building formerly at that 
site, but after discovering structural problems, had 
it demolished. 

The Thursday action was an amendment to the 
earlier Anderson-Adler request. 

The council also approved a $1 million bond issue 
for Ivy Hill Corp. for new equipment that will allow 
the company to expand into new types of printing 
operations. Ivy Hill manufactures record jackets for 
CBS Records and it had been feared that the closing 
of part of CBS' operations might spell financial 
trouble for the company. 


Those three bond issues will go back before the 
commission and council for final approval before 
they can be sold. But Thursday, the council also was 
asked to give final approval to a $20 million bond 
issue that would provide permanent financing for 
Westminster Village. 

Final approval of a bond issue takes the form of an 
ordinance and ordinances normally are held for one 
month before the council acts. Councilwoman Judith 
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Anderson, though, asked the council to suspend its 
rules and vote on the Westminster bonds that night, 
saying that the bonds already had been discussed “so 
many times.” p 

Councilwoman June Hanley seconded the motion, 
but Councilmen Ray Azar, George Alsop and William 
Jarvis voted against it. 

“With the controversy and clouds that have been 
over this project from the start, it should go through 
the entire process without cutting corners,” Azar 
said. 

Questions have been raised about the legality of 
the bond issue because the retirement home was 
completed and partially occupied before the initial 
council action on the $20 million request. In 1978, the 
council approved a $12 million bond issue for the 
project and Westminster argues that the $20 million 
issue would be an update of the 1978 action. 

With the motion to suspend the rules failing to 
garner the required unanimous vote, Council Presi- 
dent Larry Kirchner issued a special call for a 
discussion and vote at 7:15 p.m. next Thursday. 

The council already was scheduled to meet next 
Thursday to discuss five rezoning cases that were 
delayed in the Vigo County Area Plan Commission 
due to an error the commission made in advertising 
the meeting. f 

The. council also approved an ordinance Thursday 
that prohibits pets from climbing on playground 
equipment in city parks. 
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Council approves 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 
Terre Haute City Council gave unanimous final 
approval to $20 million in economic development 


. revenue bonds for Westminster Village Thursday, 


despite a remonstrance submitted by attorney 
Gerald H. McGlone on behalf of Eugene A. Dabelow. 

Dabelow, president of the Wabash Valley Central 
Labor Council, said Thursday that he plans to file a 
lawsuit to stop issuance of the bonds. He said he 
opposes the bond issue because he believes it won't 
provide jobs. He said he will personally pay legal 
costs, although he is retired and lives on social 
security and disability benefits. 1 

The council approved the bond issue, which will be 
used to provide permanent financing for the retire- 
ment village, after assurances from Economic De- 
velopment Commission attorney Eric Frey and City 
Attorney Robert O. Effner that it was legal. 

Questions had surfaced during the approval proc- 
ess in connection with a state statute prohibiting 
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bonds for Westminster Village, 


but legislative action could face court challenge 


issuance of the tax-exempt bonds if the project was 
completed and partially occupied before the econom- 
ic development commission indicated its intention to 
issue the bonds. 


Although Westminster Village was completed and 
partially occupied this summer, city attorneys said 
a 1978 resolution for a $12 million bond issue for the 
project to Presbyterian Housing Program Inc., the 
previous owners, satisfied the requirements of the 
state statute. Y 


The remonstrance, or objection, raised the ques- 
tion of timing again, as well as alleging that the 
retirement home is not ‘‘an economic development 
facility," that construction and incidental costs don't 
total $20 million and that the economic development 
commission hadn't conducted the investigation re- 
quired by state statute. 

According to Effner, the statute governing eco- 
nomic development bonds makes no provision for 
Pemonstrances. Westminster attorney David Goeller 


said remonstrances are appropriate for bond issues 
that will be repaid from public funds. 

But the city bears no financial liability for 
economic development bonds. Their tax-exempt 
status, however, allows companies to borrow money 
at lower-than-normal interest rates. 

Thursday, the council also approved four rezoning 
petitions, including one that failed to win a favorable 
recommendation from the Vigo County Area Plan 


Commission, and tabled a fifth. That rezoning will | 
allow Fred Timko to repair and rent a cottage at the 


rear of his property at 2520 S. 10th St. 

Area Plan Commission chairman Nelson Cohen 
had voted against the rezoning because of opposition 
to Timko's plan to use his front yard for parking. 
Since only three members were present, Cohen's 


opposition blocked a favorable recommendation. 


from the commission. ‘ 

Timko told the council the cottage was an ''eye- 
sore" and that he would spend $10,000 to repair it if 
the rezoning was granted. 
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Pets teeter totter 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG QV 9 
- Staff Writer 
À discussion of how to stop dogs from excreting on 


Violation of the ordinance could result in a citation 
similar to a parking ticket, Ralston said. 
The council is scheduled to act on the ordinance at 


playground equipment topped the agenda at the City its regular meeting Thursday. 


Council sunshine meeting Thursday. 

ifst it sounded kind of funny, but really it does 
make a lot of sense," said Park Superintendent 
Patrick Ralston. “I realize playground equipment 
isn't all that sanitary, but something like this makes 
it a lot worse." 
_ He said he received several complaints this 
summer from parents whose children had inad- 
vertently played in dog droppings. 

Ralston presented an ordinance that would pro- 
Ihibit animal owners or handlers from letting their 
pets climb on the equipment. Councilman Ray Azar 
'suggested changing the wording to prohibit animals 
‘from playground areas. 
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Also on the sunshine agenda was a request from 
Indiana State University that the city vacate an alley 
connecting Fifth and Mulberry streets within a block 
that ISU owns. ISU plans to build a parking lot in the 
area. 


The council also heard a request from Anton J. 


Bauer to rezone property at 2040 N. 13th St. for three’ 


apartments. Anthony Tanoos, Bauer’s attorney, said 
the request had been held up in Vigo County Area 
Plan Department because of staff questions about 
the size of the lot and the amount of off-street 
parking. 

___ With Bauer’s agreement to build extra parking 
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from park playground use 


Spaces and a rereading of the ordinance, the staff 
dropped its objections, Tanoos said. 

Lot-size regulations in the zoning ordinance re- 
quire less square footage for a three-unit building 
than for a one- or two-unit structure. The ordinance | 
was written to deal with high-rise apartment build- 
ings, and envisioned the units being built upward, 
county land-use planner Jim Finger said previously. 
Finger recommends that the ordinance be clarified 
or changed. 

The Bauer and ISU petitions also will be voted on 
at next Thursday's meeting. But the council decided 
to hold a special meeting Nov. 18 to vote on five 
rezoning petitions that were advertised improperly 
by Area Plan and won't be discussed by that body 
until Nov. 17. juti iain 

The council generally awaits Area Plan recom- - 
mendations on rezonings 'before it votes. 
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to ide bonds for five businesses 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

With new federal tax regulations on the horizon, 
the City Council agreed Thursday to have a special 
meeting to consider five outstanding economic de- 
velopment revenue bond issues before year’s end. 

The council probably will be asked to suspend its 
rules and vote on the bonds the same night they are 
presented so that the bonds can be issued before the 
Jan. 1 effective date of the new tax laws. 

The effect of the tax-law changes still is uncertain, 
Eric A. Frey, attorney for the city's Economic 
Development Commission, said. But they are ex- 
pected to require stricter reporting to the Internal 
Revenue Service by bond purchasers and could raise 
interest rates by 0.5 percent to cover the new 
requirements. 

Economic development revenue bonds are in- 
tended to facilitate growth by enabling companies to 
borrow money cheaply. The interest on the bonds is 
lower than conventional rates becaue it is tax- 
exempt. 


The economic development commission has sched- 
uled public hearings Dec. 20 for five bond requests. 


They are from PolyMar Plastics, which wants to 
buy more space and new equipment; C. Joseph 
Anderson and Phillip I. Adler, attorneys who are 
building new offices at 300 Ohio St.; AFM Co., 
another law firm building new offices near Second 
and Cherry streets; L.E. “Gene” Frazier, whose 
insurance business will share the AFM building; and 
Vitale Land Trust, which owns land at 1025 N. 
Fruitridge Ave. that will be used for a new Pepsi 
Cola Bottling Co. warehouse and office facility. 


The council gave its preliminary approval to 
PolyMar Plastics’ $900,000 bond request Thursday, 
setting the stage for final passage of all five bond 
issues. 

It may schedule its special meeting for Dec. 20, 
after the economic development commission hear- 
ings. 

One outstanding bond request — from Ivy Hill 
Corp. for $1 million — probably won't be passed 


before the new tax laws take effect. The Ivy Hill 
bonds, which will be used to buy new equipment so 
the company can expand its business, was pre- 
liminarily approved by the city this fall, but Ivy Hill 
hasn't yet found a bond purchaser, Frey said. 

Also Thursday, the council approved several end- 
of-the-year fund transfers, including a $104,375 
transfer for the Board of Public Works and Safety. 
City Controller Tharon Geckeler said the money was 
needed to pay water and electric bills through 
November ‘‘so when we go into 1983, we won't be so 
far behind.” 

It will come from unused fire pension and ceme- 
tery funds in the Board of Works' account. 

Also, the Park Department received council per- 
mission to transfer $1,961 in federal revenue-sharing 
funds into accounts that will be used to buy camera 
equipment for a new arts and crafts room at Dobbs 
Park and for rental! ski equipment for a new cross- 
country ski program. The money was left over from. 
a $35,000 appropriation from the Harrison Township 
Trustee's office. 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 

Monday was housekeeping night for the City Council as 
it gave final approval to four economic development bonds 
so that the sales could be completed before the end of the 

ear. 

4 Receiving the go-ahead from both the council and the 
city’s Economic Development Commission earlier in the 
day were bond requests for construction of two pro- 
‘fessional office buildings downtown and for a bottling 
company warehouse on the eastside. 

The bond requests were: $185,000 for attorneys C. Joseph 
Anderson and Phillip I. Adler; $295,000 for AFM Co., 
composed of attorneys Eric A. Frey, Robert F. Hunt and 
William M. Olah; $35,000 for insurance offices for L.E. 
“Gene” Frazier, and $600,000 for Vitale Land Trust, 
owners of Pepsi Cola warehouse property, 1025 N. 
Fruitridge Ave. 

A bond request from Cadillac Ferndale Corp. for 
expansion and retooling at PolyMar Plastics had been 
expected, but was delayed because Cadillac Ferndale 
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hadn’t completed the paperwork needed to obtain a bond 
rating for a public sale, said Frey, the Economic Develop- 
ment Commission’s attorney. 

Project owners had sought to complete their bond sales 
before Jan. 1 because of changes in federal tax-reporting 
laws that would have resulted in higher bond costs, Frey 
said. 

The council also extended tax relief-to property at Ninth 
and Chestnut streets owned by Tri-Industries Inc. Ronald 
J..Wools, Tri-Industries' turbine services divisiomgeneral 
manager, said the company may refurbish the building on 
that property to house new equipment. That expansion 
could result in more jobs, Wools said, but he said he does 
not know how many. 

Tri-Industries manufactures aerospace components and 
employs about 120 people, he said. 

The council action Monday would enable Tri-Industries 
to pay only a portion of the property-tax increases on real 


estate improvements for 10 years and on new equipment 
for five years. 
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‘president in surprise. 


Staff report 

In a surprise move, Ray Azar, 
D-3rd District, was elected president 
of City Council Monday with no op- 
position. 

Azar, who declined comment last 
week on whether he would seek the 
job, said he hadn't made a firm 
commitment to run until Monday, 
although he had been asked to run 
previously. 

As recently as last week, June 
Hanley, D-1st, the 1982 council vice 
president, said she would run. But 
Monday Mrs. Hanley said she 
changed her mind upon learning of 
Azar's interest. 

“Until the last few days I didn't 
realize that anyone else was going to 
run," she said. “Mr. Azar has done it 
before and has more experience.” 

Azar said he was president of the 


council in 1980. 

Larry Kirchner, D-at-large, last 
year's president, was elected vice 
president for 1983, again without op- 
position. Judith Anderson, D-6th, who 
had been running for the vice presi- 
dency “‘as a slate" with Mrs. Hanley, 
said that she decided not to run after 
Mrs. Hanley dropped out of the race. 


Azar said that one of his goals as 
council president was to find ‘‘a more 
creative" method of bargaining with 
police and firefighters when their 
contract expires next summer. He 
declined to elaborate. 


Also Monday, the council appointed 
Marie Williams and Louis Ross to 
continue in their posts as members of 
the Redevelopment Commission. 
Last week, Mayor P. Pete Chalos 
reappointed Cliff Lambert, Robert 


Thompson, and John Hanley Sr. to the 
five-member group. 

Meanwhile, the Vigo County Coun- 
cil, after conducting its election of 
officers Monday, set its 1983 
priorities and goals which included 
keeping the County Home open. 

John A. Scott noted that the county 
home should be in a more stable 
position with the commissioner's 
commitment in December to make 
state-required changes this month. 

Both Scott and fellow commissiner 
Terry J. Brentlinger indicated before 
Christmas they were leaning toward 
hiring ARA Healthcare Management 
Inc., an Indianapolis firm. 

However, the third commissioner, 
Frank P. Kaperak, said Monday he 
thinks recently received applications 
for the administrator's job should be 
examined more closely. 


"I know we have people in Vigo 
County that are smart enough to do 
it," said Kaperak, who was elected 
commission president Monday. 


If a new administrator cannot be 
hired within the state's suggested 
deadlines this month, Kaperak said 
he is not opposed to hiring a man- 
agement firm if it's absolutely neces- 
Sary. 


Scott expressed concern that the 
State's Jan. 15 deadline for hiring a 
new administrator must be complied 
with. But Kaperak indicated he may 
contact the state to ask if a small 
extension could be granted if needed. 

In addition to a rosier picture for 
the county home, Scott said another 
accomplishment in 1982 was overall 
improvement of highways. 

In 1983, Scott said another of his 


goals is to ‘‘equalize the pay of some 
of my friends that were cut” during a 
recent reorganization of the county 
highway department. 

Kaperak said some adjustments 
could be made. 

The reorganization affected less 
than 10 of about 50 highway depart- 
ment employees, Brentlinger said 
during an earlier interview. He and 
Kaperak instigated the changes. he 
said. 

Albert P. Inglert was named high- 
way department superintendent. 
Former superintendent Charles W. 
Cardinal was assigned a district su- 
pervisor slot, Brentlinger said. 

“Things were not getting done like 
they should have been. I don't think 
people were getting the respect over 
the phone like they should have got- 
ten," Brentlinger said. 
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In a surprise move, Ray Azar (D-3rd) was elected 
president of Terre Haute’s City Council Monday with no, 
opposition. 

Azar, who declined comment last week on whether he 
would seek the job, said he hadn’t made a firm commit- 
ment to run until Monday, although he had been asked to 
run previously. 

As recently as last week, June Hanley (D-1st), the 1982 
council vice president, had said she would run. But Monday 
Mrs. Hanley said that she had changed her mind upon 
learning of Azar’s interest. 

_ “Until the last few days I didn’t realize that anyone else 
was going to run,’’ she said. “Mr. Azar has done it before 
and has more experience.” ; 

Azar said he was president of the council in 1980. 
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Larry Kirchner (D-at large), last year’s president, wa: 
elected vice president for 1983, again without opposition. 
Judith Anderson (D-6th), who had been running for the vice 


. presidency “as a slate" with Mrs. Hanley, said that she 


decided not to run-after Mrs. Hanley dropped out of the 
race. 

Azar said that one of his goals as council president was 
to find “a more creative” method of bargaining with police 
and firefighters when their contract expires next summer. 
He declined to elaborate. 

Also Monday, the council appointed Marie Williams and 
Louis Ross to continue in their posts as members of the 
Redevelopment Commission. Last week, Mayor Pete 
Chalos reappointed Cliff Lambert, Robert Thompson, an . 
John Hanley, Sr. to the.five-member group. 


p E oaaa I1I]!LGLA!U[SHEULLLL EE oOoOOODEEEEQRLLLOO SS ELRAEA LLLÉLoL LIEFREALLLLLLLCLOLXJUeLOLELLÀ]LOLGGEGLLGÁAAMLLOOGOLLLLLLLDDLLLLLT 


N y £ 
DO TM ENCE 
^CULATE 
Vig County 


Wiis tle 


T FEBS 


Controversial zoning headed for 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
A Staff Writer 
`- Dealer Label Manufacturing Co. will ask the City 
Council to table its controversial rezoning request while 
the company considers property in another city. 
`. “We have a business to run and we don't have any more 
time to fight this," M.B. Derickson, Dealer Label vice 
president, said Friday: “We're not into politics; we make 
labels." - 

Derickson said the decision to postpone action on the 
2333 S. Fruitridge Ave. property and to investigate an offer 
from another city was made in conjunction with corporate 
officials in Cincinnati. 

The City Council was scheduled to vote on the rezoning 
Thursday. . 

At last Thursday's meeting, Dealer Label encountered 


continuing opposition: to the rezoning proposal from resi- , 


1983 


dents living near the building the company wanted to 
purchase. Councilman Larry Kirchner, D-at-large, and 
others also criticized the petition, which was an amend- 
ment of an earlier rezoning proposal. 

“We were told there'd be no problem ... and boom, we 
walked in and a bomb went off," Derickson said. 

After the meeting, Derickson called the opposition ''a 
silver spoon society" that was "strangling" Terre Haute. 
Homes in the neighborhood are valued between $80,000 and 
$100,000 and several prominent individuals live there. 

In the course of the rezoning process and the attendant 
publicíty, Derickson said several other cities approached 
Dealer Label with offers. One sent a representative to 
Thursday's council meeting. 

“They have expressed tremendous interest in Dealer 
Label, not only welcoming us into their community with 


open arms, but offering financial assistance, tax abate- 
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ments, etc." Derickson wrote Friday in a public let’ 
“We feel we must give them serious consideration..." 

(For the full text of Dickerson's letter, turn to page 4.) 

Derickson said that the company hadn't decided to drop 
the rezoning request or to abandon plans to buy the 
Fruitridge property, but declined to specify how long a 
postponement it wanted. 

“I don't think it’s too late,” said Mayor P. Pete Chalos. 
XI trust the council's judgement that they'll be able to 
work it out. 

“I believe in protecting neighborhoods as much as 
anyone but if a (commercial) building is present with a 


' useful life, it's hard to see it stand vacant." 


Derickson specified that Chalos had been helpful to the 
company. ' : 

Kirchner said he was disappointed Dealer Label was 
tabling the petition and considering leaving the city. 


“I hate to hear that at this point; I think we still have 
a dialogue going and would like to see it run its course," 
he said. '(But) I don't think the members of the council 
can be totally influenced by what others do; we still have 
a job to protect the people who live in Terre Haute." 

Chalos said he would ask the council to work out a 
suitable zoning package for the company and Kirchner said 
he would continue trying to negotiate a compromise. 

But Derickson said that the company wouldn't change its 
mind about tabling thé rezoning Thursday ''no matter what 
happens between now and then." 

Dealer Label now has offices at 1028 Wabash Ave. and 
employs 14 people. Derickson said the workforce would 
increase to 30 if the company won approvalfor the rezoning 
and purchased the Fruitridge building. That building, now 
owned by the Wild family, is the site of a former farm- 
equipment sales business. * 
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By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

"A silver spoon society" is 
"strangling" Terre Haute, Dealer 
Label Manufacturing Co. Vice Presi- 
dent M.B. Derickson said after meet- 
ing stiff opposition to his amended 
rezoning request at the City Council 
sunshine meeting Thursday night. 

But after the meeting, Derickson 
and Richard Shagley, spokesman for 
the residents living near the disputed 
property at 2333 S. Fruitridge Ave., 
both said they could support the same 
compromise. 

At issue is a request for a planned 
development in a commercial zoning 
district. The planned development 
provision would allow Dealer Label to 
operate its present label-printing 
business on the site. 

With an underlying commercial 


“zoning, the company could later sell 
the property for other commercial 
uses. 

If the rezoning is approved, De- 
rickson said he would purchase the 
property from the Wild family, cur- 
rent owners, move his business there 
and expand. If it isn't, he said his 
company probably would leave Terre 
Haute for Cincinnati. After 
Thursday's meeting, Derickson said 
he might withdraw his proposal 
before it comes up for a vote at next 
week's council session. 

Neighbors, whose homes are val- 
ued at $80,000 to $100,000, have op- 
posed at least aspects of the request. 

At Thursday's meeting, Shagley 
and City Councilman Larry Kirchner, 
D-at-large. insisted the specific lan- 
guage describing the planned de- 
velopment in the draft ordinance be 
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"aS to permit only Dealer 
Label’s operations. The language as it 
stands now would allow ‘‘the sale and 
processing of products," a much 
broader use than Dealer Label’s pres- 
ent business. 

Kirchner also appeared to object to 
the proposal for underlying com- 
mercial zoning, arguing that a later 
council should decide the zoning when 
and if the property is resold. The 
property presently is zoned single- 
family residential. 

Shagley appeared to agree with 
Kirchner, but after the meeting, said 
he had no objection to underlying 
commercial zoning, only to the spe- 
cific wording describing the planned 
development. 

Derickson. who had refused to 
change the specific language describ- 
ing what his company wanted to do 
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with the property at Wednesday's 
Vigo County Area Plan Commission 
meeting, said after the council meet- 
ing he would change that language, as 
long as it remained broad enough to 
allow Dealer Label to operate. 

Mainly, he said he would stand firm 
on obtaining underlying commercial 
zoning so that the building would be 
marketable later. In addition, he said 
during the meeting that he would be 
willing to rule out certain objec- 
tionable commercial uses by a future 
purchaser. 

One hurdle may have been passed 
when Shagley said that he didn't 
oppose Dealer Label’s request to 
waive size limitations on the building. 
Previously; neighbors had requested 
a 25 percent cap on building ex- 
pansion. 

"We have no problems with the 


square footage," Shagley said. “If 
they expand, they'll do it right.” 

But it's unclear if the council's first 
experiment with planned develop- 
ment zoning will have a happy ending. 

"At this point, I don't think the 
community of Terre Haute wants 
jobs," Derickson said after the meet- 
ing. "It's a silver spoon society in 
Terre Haute ... that dictates how 
things proceed according to their own 
best interests. If they're not involved 
or it's not to their benefit, they're not 
interested. 

"That's why we've been strangled. 
That' s why we 're losing people and 
jobs." 

Derickson said his statement didn't 
apply to Mayor P. Pete Chalos. 

"The mayor and his staff have 
welcomed us with open arms," he 
said. 


Council falls all over itself. 
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giving tax relief to Dealer 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Competition was hot Thursday 
as City Council members vied to 
make the motion to extend tax 
abatements to the property that 
Dealer Label Manufacturing Co. is 
considering buying. 

With Councilwoman Judith An- 
derson. D-6th District, making the 
motion, Councilman George 
Alsop, D-4th, seconding and Coun- 
cilwoman June Hanley, D-ist, 
close behind, the council voted 
unanimously and without dis- 
cussion to offer Dealer Label 10 
years of tax reductions on proper- 
ty improvements and five years on 
; equipment at the 2333 S. 
Fruitridge Ave. site. 

The rezoning petition for the 
property, which had sparked more 
than a month of controversy, was 


tabled at Dealer Label's request. - 


The Wild family had sought the 
rezoning on the premise that 
Dealer Label would buy the prop- 
erty if it was approved. 


But after a heated discussion at 
last week's council meeting, M.B. 
Derickson, Dealer Label vice pres- 
ident, said that his board of direc- 
tors decided to investigate a site 
offer from another city. 


Following approval of the tax 
abatements Thursday, : Derickson 
said he hoped the company's board 
would opt to keep its Terre Haute 
operation in town: 


Attendance of homeowners, who ` 


had objected to aspects of the 
rezoning for fear that a business 
harmful to their neighborhood 
might move onto the site, was 


spa Thursday. Patrick Cahill, ` 
who | s spoken against the rezon- 
ing last week, declined comment. 
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‘letter, spirit’ of law: Shagley 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

The rezoning ordinance that would enable Dealer Label 

Manufacturing Co. to move to 2333 S. Fruitridge Ave. 
‘violates both the letter and spirit” of the city's zoning: 
code, neighboring homeowners said Monday. 

In a letter to the City Council, Richard J. Shagley, 
spokesmen for the residents, wrote that the language of the 
proposed ordinance is too broad to meet requirements of 
the city ordinance regulating planned developments. 

“The ordinance creates an unrestricted manufacturing 
zone, the only zone of its kind in the city. If this ordinance 
is the precedent for planned development in ... Terre 
Haute, the ordinance is detrimental not only to this 
neighborhood, but all neighborhoods, ” Shagley said in the 
letter. 

He repeated, though, that neighbors do not object to 
Dealer Label moving to the Fruitridge Avenue site or 
obtaining commercial zoning to facilitate future resale. 

The objections focus on language in the proposed 
ordinance that would allow use of the property ‘‘as a retail 
and wholesale facility for the sale and processing of 
products, including but not limited to printing and process- 
ing materials.” 

As written, the ordinance would nullify the restrictions 
in the underlying commercial zoning also sought by the 
company, the letter states. Instead, the language should be 
tailored to permit the type of operation that Dealer Label 
intends to pursue at the location, Shagley said. 

The city’s Planned Development ordinance states that 
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the petitioner ‘‘shall state the use or uses requested in said 
planned development, i.e., R-1 Beauty Shop includes all 
uses in R-1 plus the use of a beauty shop." The ordinance 
was passed last summer in an effort to facilitate use of 
commercial buildings in residential areas. 

After the Feb. 3 City Council meeting, M.B. Derickson, 
Dealer Label vice president, said he had no objections to 
tailoring the ''special use" language to Dealer Label's 
operations, as long as commercia! zoning also was granted 
so that the building had resale value. 

The rezoning petition was presented by the Wild family, 
owners of the property. Dealer Label had planned to buy 
the property if the rezoning was granted and move there. 
But after a heated council meeting, the company decided 
to table the rezoning petition and pursue a site offer from 
another city. 

After tabling the rezoning, the council approved tax 
abatements for the property in an effort to keep Dealer 
Label in town and City Council President Ray Azar, D-3rd 
District, predicted that the council would pass the rezoning 
ordinance if certain restrictions on permitted commercial 
uses were added. 


Shagley's letter cites four other ways the Fruitridge 


Avenue ordinance allegedly violates the planned develop- 
ment ordinance. Those include granting a waiver on the 
size limit of the building, and omission of evidence that the 


development won't hurt the neighborhood. 


Although that evidence isn't contained in the Fruitridge 
Avenue ordinance, it is a contention in the accompanying 
petition. 
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New ruling threatens 


councilman’ S duties 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

A new ruling by the Indiana at- 
torney general will prohibit George 
W. Alsop from simultaneously holü- 
ing his Terre Haute City Council seat 
and his job at the city's sewage 
treatment plant, a spokesman for the 
attorney general said Thursday. 

Alsop's situation wasn't addressed 
specifically in Attorney General 
Linley E. Pearson’s ruling Thursday. 
But it would fall into the category of 
positions breaching the separation of 
the executive and legislative 
branches of government, said Daniel 
C. Foley, Pearson’s administrative 
assistant. 

Pearson ruled that city police, fire- 
fighters and other city employees 
working for a department in the 
executive branch shouldn't serve on a 
council of the same city, Foley said. 

He said that council members with 
a conflict can complete their terms, 
but shouldn't run for re-election. 

Alsop works in a non-supervisory 


' capacity at the sewage treatment 


plant and is the councilman for the 
4th District. 
His situation will be noted in the 


~ Indiana State Board of Accounts’ 


audit of Terre Haute,and forwarded 
to the Attorney General for legal 
action if he runs again, M.F. Renner, 
director of the state board, said. The 
ruling was made at Renner's request. 

“The only way we're really going 
to get a determination is when it ends 


deciding whether to withdraw. 
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up in djs Mayor Pete Chalos said. 

‘Alsop said Thursday that he 
wouldn’t withdraw from the council 
race "under any conditions,” but will 
check into the new ruling. 

Until then, Alsop said he would 
stand by two 1981 advisory letters 
from the attorney general’s office 
that cleared him to hold both posi- 
tions. 

“I know that I'm legitimate,” 
Alsop said. 

Foley said the 1981 advisory letters 
reflected a distinction between super- 
visory and non-supervisry employees 
made by the attorney general's office 
at the time. But he said subsequent 
decisions by the Indiana Supreme and 
Appellate courts made that distinc- 
tion immaterial. 

Pearson's ruling will affect three 
other Democratic city council can- 
didates: Anton "Tony" J. Bauer, III, 
a sergeant on the Terre Haute Police 
Department running for an at-large 
seat, John W. Feuquay, Jr., a captain 
on the Terre Haute Fire Department 
opposing Alsop for the 4th district 
seat, and Otis W. Williams, a fire 
department lieutenant running for ist, 
District councilman. 

All three said Thursday they would 
investigate the ruling further before 


The ruling doesn’t affect retired 
police or firefighters or county gov- 
ernment, Renner said. Next. he said, 
he would ask for a ruling on county 


| government. 
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Jarvis signals end 


to long career i in city politics 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

With his “best girl” gone and his health failing, William 
H. Jarvis signalled his retirement from politics last week 
by not filing for a fifth term on Terre Haute's City Council. 

For nearly 20 years, Jarvis was the man everyone knew 
would say ‘‘no’’ to what he saw as corruption or undue 
influence by the rich and powerful. Some say he said ‘‘no”’ 
too often to be effective. Jarvis wishes he had ac- 
complished more, but says he's glad he never com- 
promised his principles to do it. 

“They used to say I was against everything and I was 
against a lot because there was a lot wrong," Jarvis said. 
“I didn't like the way they were doing things. I thought I 
could help. But after a good many years, I decided I 
couldn't so I quit. 

“I knocked the edges off a few things here and there. I 
did as good a job as anyone, but none of them did a good 
job." 

At 74 years of age. Jarvis lives in a modest house on 
North 28th Street with his daughter, Agnes Rice. His wife 
of 53 years, Celine, died last April and Jarvis grows misty- 
eyed when he talks of her. They did everything together, 
from door-to-door campaigning to attending city council 
meetings and Gerstmeyer High School basketball games, 
he says. Meetings weren't much fun, he says, after she 
stopped coming. 

He grows short of breath when he talks for long, but still 
he speaks stridently about his battles of the past, some 
unfinished. 

Of the city's trash contract with Jamax Corp., Jarvis 
says, it's $100,000 too high; it should be rebid when Jamax 
is the sole bidder. 

Max Gibson, whose business interests include Jamax, is 
“at least" one of the most powerful men in Vigo County. 
With small contributions spread among many candidates, 
Gibson could ‘‘own a little piece” of many of those elected. 

In 1971, Jarvis says, Gibson interests offered him. a 
contribution. 

"T took it and told them they could have it back if they 
were dissatisfied. I still voted against them and was never 
offered money again. Maybe it was wrong to take the 
money that one time." 

Neighborhoods are cleaner now than before, but more 
needs to be done, Jarvis said. Former Mayor Ralph 
“Tucker didn't want to spend any money (on it); anything 
that was done. he wanted to get his hand in it.” 

City crews should mow every overgrown lot and send the 
owner a bill, Jarvis says. ''All these lawyers we've got say 
it'S unconstitutional, but it's easier to say that than to 
enforce" the weed ordinance. 

Tucker ‘‘had the least principles of any man I ever met,” 
Jarvis said. As council president, Jarvis said he once 
threatened to have the sergeant-at-arms remove Tucker 
from the council chambers because of repeated interrup- 
tions by the mayor. 


“He was in shock. No one ever called his hand like that 
before." 

Former Mayor William Brighton “tried to operate like 
Tucker but he wasn't half smart enough," Jarvis said. 

Mayor P. Pete Chalos is ‘‘about the only one I'd want to 
vote for again." 

Jarvis views his most productive time on the council as 
the years when Chalos also served and the two worked 
together. Jarvis jokes about expecting relations to de- 
teriorate when Chalos became mayor, but says Chalos has 
done a basically good job. 

Gibson describes Jarvis with an epithet. Then he eases 


up. 

“‘There have been splits in the Democratic Party and 
we've always been on opposite sides," Gibson said. ''He's 
been against us, (but) for honest reasons. I respect him as 
an opponent but he was so anti-everything that over a 
period of time he got less effective.” 

Gibson says he makes political contributions, but not to 
each candidate in a race. 

Chalos praises Jarvis for having courage. 

"It's difficult to voice your convictions when they're 
contrary to what the powers-that-be are saying," Chalos 
said. “There are no physical memorials to him as there 
aren't for many, just a lot of respect from a lot of people. 
That’ s the best memorial you could have for your ser- 
vices.' 

did moved to Terre Haute from Sandborn, a small 
community on the Knox-Greene county line, when he was 
7, about five years after his father was paralyzed, possibly 
from the aftereffects of an old Army injury. 

“My mother did washing for people: it was the only 
income we had,” Jarvis said. “It wasn’t very good support. 
Now it makes me madder than hell when I see they want 
to cut money from these poor people.” 

At 16, Jarvis dropped out of high school to work. A 
carpenter by trade, he worked construction for several 
years and then took a job at Quaker Maid. He worked there 
39 years, serving as union steward and president. 

“That’s the only thing I've ever accomplished that I'm 
proud of," Jarvis said. "I was the only president the 
company was glad to see go out of office. I didn't give in.' 

A bout with cancer, which cost him a lung lobe, 
prompted his retirement from Quaker Maid. 

In 1963, Jarvis was elected to the council from his 
district and then beaten when he sought re-election. He ran 
again in 1971 and 1975 and won both times. In 1979, he 
switched to running at-large to disperse opposition from 
those with whom he had knocked heads. In a district, 
opponents can concentrate forces against you, he says. 

Today, Ms. Rice says her father spends a lot of time on 
his porch swing. Recently, council hopefuls have been 
dropping by to seek his support. 

“I don't like it when people ask me what to do," Jarvis 
said. ‘‘There’s nothing to do but hard work and when you 
tell them that, they think you're evading the issue." 
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Councilman Jarvis enjoys a quiet moment at home on his porch swing. Staff Photo/Randy Prophet 
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support councilman 


By ROBIN SCHULBERG 
Staff Writer 

Both Vigo County political party 
chairmen back Democrat George W. 
Alsop's right to be both a Terre Haute 
city councilman and sewage-treat- 
ment plant worker. 

“I can see his side of the argument 
working in a non-policy-making posi- 
tion," C. Don Nattkemper, Re- 
publican county chairman, said Tues- 
day. “I don't really have any great 
problems with it." 

Robert Wright, Democratic county 
chairman, said the recent Indiana 
attorney general's opinion that city 
police and firefighters couldn't serve 
on the city council didn't apply to 
Alsop. 

“It’s my understanding it applies 


only to firemen and police," Wright 
said. 

Wright also said that the opinion is 
“only an opinion, not law,” and called 
Attorney General Linley E. 
Pearson's decision to delay action 
against those who might have a con- 
flict until they were re-elected ‘‘ridic- 
ulous. If it's a conflict, it has been 
that all along." 

The opinion, delivered Thursday, 
says police and firefighters can't 
serve on the council of the same city 


, Which employs them. 


Officials with the attorney 
general's office and the Indiana State 
Board of Accounts have contended, 
though, that it applies to all employ- 
ees of the executive branch of govern- 
ment. 
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A rezoning request for property at 2628 Kussner 
St. drew lengthy discussion Thursday during the 
Terre Haute City Council sunshine meeting. 

The owner of Lark Commercial Painting and 
Sandblasting Inc. established a precedent when his 
attorney submitted two, instead of one, petitions 
for rezoning. 

Property owner Jerry L, Manley seeks either a 
light industrial classification or commercial 
planned development. 

Neighbors complained Thursday of trash prob- 
lems, sandblasting and other inconveniences which 
they claim the business has caused in the pre- 
dominantly residential neighborhood. 

Manley wants to expand his office building by 700 
square feet. To expand and comply with city zoning 


rezoning reque 


Community Affairs 


st attracts 


laws, the rode E must be rezoned. 

Responding to neighbors' complaints, attorney 
Thomas L. Spelman said his client's business is not 
violating any laws. He said the city building 
inspector could visit the property and would find no 
violations. 

Council member June Hanley outlined two sepa- 
rate issues relating to the rezoning. One issue was 
referred to as "'clean-up" of the property. 

The other issue is suggested amendments to the 
planned development  rezoning petition. The 
amendments would require the business to meet 
certain standards requested by the neighboring 
homeowners. 

The rezoning ordinance is separate, but cleaning 
the property might influence how council members 


FIG 
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lengthy discussion 


vote, said Mrs. Hanley. 

One issue reflects on the other, said council 
member Ray Azar. 

“It’s like a thief applying for a job at a bank — 
his reputation haunts him," Azar said. 


A resolution could be reached today. Spelman 
requested a meeting with city attorney Robert 
Effner and Darlene Norman, a spokeswoman for 
the neighboring homeowners. 


The intent of the meeting is to determine what 
the neighbors, city officials and his client can “live 
with," Spelman said Atter Thursday night’s meet- 
ing. 

The council will vote on the petition next Thurs- 
day. 
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Rezoning requests 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


[etl es SESS SESE 
A $1 million block grant program, 


two rezoning requests and a re- 
stricted parking ordinance are 
among items of new business on 
Thursday’s agenda of the City Coun- 
cil to be sent to committee for 
discussion. 

The block grant resolution would 
authorize Mayor P. Pete Chalos to 
submit a final statement on objec- 
tives of the program to the federal 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. During a May public 
hearing, the city’s Redevelopment 
Department proposed to spend 
$850,000 of the money on sidewalk, 
curb and gutter repairs in an area 
bounded by 13th and 25th streets 
from Locust Street to the railroad 
tracks and First to Third avenues 
between 22nd and 25th streets. 

Swiss Investment Corp., owner of 
933 Ohio St., site of Dixx Lumber 
Co. until a fire several years ago, is 
_asking that the property be rezoned 
‘from heavy endustrial to planned 


> development. The property will be 
used for a retail nursery and garden 


"Ave: 


before City Council 


center, according to the rezoning 
petition. 

Rezoning also is requested for 707 
Third Ave. from two-family resi- 
dence to general residence. A four- 
family structure is now on the lot, 
and the rezoning is needed to allow 
the upper half of the building to be 
finished, according to the rezoning 
petition. 

The parking ordinance would re- 
strict parking on South Seventh 
Street between Seabury Avenue and 
Idaho Street to no more than two 
hours between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. June 
Hanley, D-1st District, said she is 
sponsoring the measure at the re- 
quest of several merchants to pro- 
vide increased parking op- 
portunities. 

Old business on the council agen- 
da includes whether to place stop 
signs on all four corners of Seventh 
and Ash streets, as well as ap- 
propriations of $100,000 for im- 
proved drainage at 20 to 30 city 
locations and $300,000 to supplement 
a previous appropriation for street 
repairs. 

The council meets at 7:30 p.m. in 
the City E 17 Harding 
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pay. 


for most city workers 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 
Monday night passed four special 
ordinances raising city salaries for 
1984. 

All elected officials — the mayor, 
the clerk, city judge and nine coun- 
cil members — as well as city office 
v rkers each will get a $500 raise. 

Getting the same raise will be 
city department heads except for 
street and park superintendents, 
who wil get raises of $1,500 and 
$2,000 respectively. Mayor P. Pete 
Chalos and Larry Kirchner, D-At 
Large and council vice president, 
said those two department heads got 
bigger increases because they were 
underpaid. 

City police officers and fire- 


fighters will get $300 raises. Police 
will get an extra $300 equipment 
allowance, and firefighters will get 
an extra $300 food allowance. Both 
also will get $80 increases for the 
14th and 16th year of servige. In 
addition, police officers will get at 
least four hours of overtime pay 
when overtime is necessary, and 
first and second drivers in the Fire 
Department will get increases of $40 
per year, Kirchner said. 


Agreements are still to be ironed 
out with city bus drivers and sewage 
workers, but “We'll be doing them 
shorfly,’’ the mayor said... * — 


the best the city could do. 

City police Monday put off ap- 
proving the ordinance for their de- 
partment, but Chalos said, ''I think 
this is something that we worked 


out mutually that we're passing 
tonight.” 

Mike Short, Laborers Interna- 
tional Union field representative for 
workers in the street and cemetery 
departments, said there had not 
been collective bargaining for those 
workers. He said City Attorney Rob- 
ert O. Effner told him the council 
would pass a budget Monday, rather 
than salary ordinances. 

Effner said Short must have mis- 
understood their conversation, and 


that there still-could be negotiations - 


but»not about salaries. 
Because the” pe 


departments, the increases broken 
down by department were roughly 
enough to give each employee in the 
department a $500 increase, Chalos 
said after the meeting. 


Vigo County Public Library 
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By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


The Terre Haute City Council 


voted 6-0 Thursday to rezone the 
former Topps building, 2801 Wabash 
Ave., for use by Great Scot food 
stores as a warehouse and distribu- 
tion center. The rezoning' was a 
condition of sale of the property to 
Conren Inc., which does business as 
Great Scot. 

The council also passed an or- 


dinance vacating an alley for Indi- . 


ana State University between 
Cherry, Sixth and Seventh streets 
and the now-vacated Mulberry 
Street. The council reserved for the 


va 
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city any he 3 rights for the land 
under the alley. 

“There have been some recent 
inquires about drilling oil wells in 
that part of town," according to 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos. “I think it's 


‘all very, very speculative." 


During a sunshine session after 
the special council meeting, council 
members briefly discussed a list of 
proposed ordinances they may vote 
on next week. 

Among the proposed ordinances: 

e Appropriation of $100,000 from 
the general fund to help pay the 
city's hydrant-rental bill from the 
water company. 

e Appropriation of $70,000 from 
federal. revenue-sharing funds to 


ives. 1933 | 
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help r 4 city police car re- 
placements and improved radio: 
communications. 


e Appropriation of $107,000 from 
federal .revenue-sharing funds for 
equipment and vehicles for the Fire 
Department. In response to inquires, 
from Councilman: Larry. Kirchner,* 
D-at-large, Chief Robert Osborn 
said he hopes ‘the equipment and 
vehicles may result in a better fire» 
rating for the city, which would ine 
turn mean lower fire-insurances 


‘ rates for city residents. bi 


Councilmen William Price, R-2nd 
District; George Alsop, D-4th, and^ 
William Jarvis, D-atlarge, were, 
not present for the special council? 
meeting or the sunshine session. 
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Enterprise CO 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune. Star Staff Reporter ~ 


Terre Haute was kept in the 
running for a plethora of tax incen- 
tives to spur city deve ent 
Thursday night when the City Coun- 
cil approved formation of A local 
urban enterprise. zone association. 

“The council unanimously passed 
an Economic Development Com- 
mission resolution forming. the as- 
sociation, but not without raising the 
ire of council President Ray Azar, 
D-3rd District, and Councilman 


Ts OCT 1 4 1983 
George Alsop, D-4th, who questioned 
the apparent ramrodding: of the 
resolution. 


The city's application now stays - 


alive for designation as one of the 
State's six enterprise zones. The 
application must be mailed to the 
Indiana Department of Coers 


ay. 

The council also approved revenue 
sharing expenditures totaling 
$219,360. One approved expenditure 
ee $125,000 means the city has come 

to within nearly $500,000 of catching 
up on delinquent water and electrici- 
ty payments, City Controller Tharon 


mmission formed 


Geckeler said. 

In the face of citizen opposition, 
the council also withdrew an or- 
dinance rezoning a house at 212 Ww. 
Margaret Ave. from re 1 
commercial. 5 

Ina meeting in which no neg 
votes were cast, the cou 0 
adopted 13 fund transfer re: üffbns 
for various city departments. to 
operating expenditures oc 
year's end nears. 

Seven other ordinances were" 
signed to committee and. will be 
acted on at a later meeting. 
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By Joe Baker 
and Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Reporters 


Democrats captured seven of the 
nine City Council seats in Tuesday's 
election, while one appointed incum- 
bent Democratic council member 
was retired. 


All three at-large seats went to' 


Democrats, as incumbents Larry W. 
Kirchner and Norma R. Spork and 
newcomer Louis Joe Duby out- 
distanced Republican entrants Brad 


Anderson, John S. Newlin and Ken- . 


neth Roman. 

Kirchner, 34, 4 Salem Place, a 
former council president who was 
defeated in the last state senatorial 
elections, received 10,678 votes, to 
Spork's 9,502 and Duby's 9,384. 

"Ill be darn. That's great," 
Kirchner said upon hearing at-large 
vote totals. "I'm glad this is over. 
I'm just savoring the way the vote 
came in." 

Kirchner, who won a third council 
term, said he intended to press the 
council task of spurring city 
economic development; adding he 
has no thoughts of future political 
aspirations. i 


AZAR — D 


Kirchner campaigned as a self- 
described moderate, saying, “I’m 
not pointing my campaign to any one 
individual. My whole goal is to let 
people know who I am." 

One of the at-large seats up for 

grabs in the Democratic primary 
was vacated by veteran coun- 
cilmember William Jarvis, who 
decided against seeking re-election. 
Duby captured that slot in the 
primary. 
Spork, 56, 2704 Krumbhaar St., 
who has 25 years of public-sector 
employment in the county, received 
her second council term. 

She had campaigned, as most 
other council candidates had, on a 
pledge to continue efforts to boost 
city employment and industrial 
prospects. 

Republicans had outspent De- 
mocratic councilmanic candidates 
nearly 7-to-1, but apparently it was 
not enough to sway voters. 

Newlin, who spent more. than 
$3,700 through Oct. 14, alone outspent 
Democrats, who spent $1,100. Newlin 
was the fourth-place finisher in the 
at-large race, garnering 7,499 votes, 
to Anderson's 7,195 and Roman’s 
6,612. 

“It goes to show you that money 


ALSOP — D 


Demos win 7 of 9 


COOK — R 


cannot buy an election," Duby said. 
Repubican Anderson echoed Duby’ s 
sentiment, saying, “You can’t buy 
it 

Duby, who had received backing 
from the Wabash Valley Central 


Labor Council, added, “I’m happy". 


with the vote outcome. “I had a lot 
of party support.” 

In the district races, Mabel E. 
Cardinal, a veteran Democratic 
Party worker for nearly 50 years 
who was appointed to the council to 
fill a vacancy, succumbed to Re- 
publican James W. Cook in the 5th 
District. 

Cook is a former council member. 
He was elected to fill an unexpired 
term of his late father during the 
administration of former Mayor A. 
Leland Larrison. . 

District council winners were: 


Ist District. 


June E. Hanley, Democrat, “was 
re-elected to a second term by 
defeating her GOP opponent, 
Howard K. Kruzan. 

Hanley garnered 1,698 votes, or 
61.15 percent of the vote, while her 
opponent mustered 1,079 votes. 


Hanley, employed as a presonnel 


ANDERSON — D 


42-2 City Counc K CEK 


council 


DUBY — D 


secretary at Midland Glass Co., has 
spearheaded council zoning action as 
a member of the Area Plan Com- 
mission. 

In the campaign, Kruzan said 
citizens had complained about trucks 
parking around Midland Glass which 
he. -cłaimed Hanley had all but 
ignored. 

Hanley, 2625 S. ‘Eighth St., who: 
acknowledged a parking problem: 
existed, said a management change 
at Midland had "put on hold", 


suggestions for dealing with the . 


problem. One suggestion came from ! 
City Engineer Louis Glascock, who 
had visited the site twice in recent 
months. : 


2nd District 

Incumbent Republican William 
Price, 37, 1401 Paul Dresser Drive, 
was re-elected without opposition. 
He is the owner of Westwood Paint 
Store. He received 2,702 votes. , 

Price said during the campaign 
that he intended to maintain a 
watchdog posture over actions taken 
by the Democrat-controlled council. 


3rd District 


Democrat Ray S. Azar, president 
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seats 


of the: council, was re-elected to'a 
second term after defeating his GOP 
opponent, Lawrence R. Jones III, 

Azar, 36, a school principal, re- 
ceived 2,350 votes, or 72.71 percent of 
the vote, while Jones got only 882 
votes. 

The self-described independent 
proponent of progress said during 
the campaign that jobs and 
economic development are the two 
main concerns facing the city. He 
added that Terre Haute’s image has 
improved, but more improvement is 
needed. S 

4th District 


George W. Alsop, 56, Democrat, 
also won re-election by receiving 
2,160 votes, or 73.10 percent. He is a 
retired Terre Haute police lieute- 
nant and currently employed at the 
city's wastewater treatment plant. 
His Republican opponent, Sally 
Stokes, got 795 votes. 

Alsop was appointed to the council 


~ to fill the unexpired term of the late 


Jack Neaderhiser, who died in 1981. 
Alsop is a life-long resident of his 


See "City Council," € 
Page B4 me 
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councimanic district. me said ne 
calls them as he sees them. 

Alsop said he felt council 
members worked as a team and have 
been responsible for accomplishing a 
number of good things for the city. 
He said tax abatements and other 
inducements for new businesses 
have been an important part of the 
council'SE work over the past four 
years. 

Alsop said it makes him unhappy 
for the state to mandate certain 
programs for local government and 
then fail to-spell out how the service 
will be funded. "We're limited to 
what we can do, but we still have to 


provide the services," he said. 


5th District 


Cook, a Republican, captured 1,227 
votes, or 56 percent, while Cardinal 
received 934 votes. 

Cook was oh the council from 1967 


to 1971, serving as vice president at | 


the age of 23. 

Cook said there was a real need to 
improve the downtown area. He 
described the downtown area as the 
hub of the community. He is an 
advocate of tight zoning restrictions. 
He added the tax base could be 
increased by annexation. 


6th District 


Capturing re-election was De- 


mocrat Judith Ann Anderson, 41. She . 


mustered 1,531 votes, or 67 percent, 


while her GOP opponent, Pete Paul - 


Grafe, received 749 votes. 

Anderson said that one of her main 
concerns is spot zoning, which she 
opposes. “I think one of the most 
important things the present council 
has done is to try to preserve our 
neighborhoods.” 

She said there is a need for ştate 
legislation to provide additional 
funding for cities. 
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By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council amended 
an ordinance Tuesday in order to 
allow a local machinery company to 
pursue $310,000 in low-interest in- 
dustrial revenue bonds instead of the 
$165,000 the council authorized last 
month. 

The increase will 
Numerical Concepts, 3661 N. 
Fruitridge Ave., to buy a piece of 
machinery now for considerably less 
than the company expected to pay 
over three years, attorney Lou 
Britton said. 

The acquisition would boost 
Numercial Concepts’ workforce by 
one and increase its payroll by 
$15,000. 

The council convened a special 
meeting so the company would have 
the bond authorization in time for an 


enable 


an Dee 


e auction today in Ohio where a 
grinder unit was to be sold. 
Council action followed a meeting 
Tuesday of the local Economic 
Development Commission, which 


gave similar approval to the 
amended ordinance. 
In other action, EDC com- 


missioners bolstered the city’s ap- 
plication for enterprise zone status, 
committing financial support to an 
Urban Enterprise Association. 
Commissioners also moved to 
make EDC funds available to the 
association as needs arise. Associa- 
tion funds would be lent to busi- 
nesses within the proposed 
enterprise zone, Mike Barnes, city 
economic development ad- 
ministrator, told commissioners. 
Terre Haute is competing with 12 
other cities for six zones, in which 
cities which stand to reap various 


tax incentives. The city is tọ make. 
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its pitch for zone status before the 
Department of Commerce on Thurs:; 
day, Barnes said. 

The EDC also approved a resolu. 
tion, headed for City Council action: 
designating three economic-develop- 
ment target areas in the city. The 
areas include the downtown, the 
Imperial House Motel and some land 
parcels around the Y near b 
Wabash River bridge. ivi 

An undisclosed developer has. eK. 
pressed interest in the Imperial 
House, which was partiafly 
destroyed by fire, if it can;pe 
designated for. economic develop- 
ment. w 

State statute allows cities ‘to 
designate 25 percent of their arei Aš 
economic development areas. ‘Ap 
proval of the three areas would bring | 
the city's total targeted area to | 
than 10 percent of incorporated, 
property. 
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City, Co incil transfers funds to cover utility bills. 


| By Joe Baker o 
Star Staff Reporter 
Despite assertions in June from 
Mayor P. Pete Chalos that ve ee 
funds in utility accounts would 
no more payments could be nide 
until next year, the city has come up 
with $650,554 to cover delinquent 
utility bills.. 
The City Council, in a special 
meeting Monday, approved transfer- 


ring funds totaling ,554 to cover 
electric and water bil that had not 


been paid for four and five months, 
respectively. 

City Controller Tharon Geckeler 
Said the payments will pay accounts 
with" Public Service Indiana and 
Indiana-American Water Co. 


- through the end of 1983. 


Most of the $650,554, amounting to 
$389,713, went for fire hydrant 
rental, while the remaining $260,840 
went to pay PSI for street lights and 
supplying power to city hall and 
other city buildings. Average month- 
ly bills are $68,000 for water and 


- $56,000 for electricity, Geckeler said. 


„The transfers included moving 
$440,000 from the cummulative 
capital fund to the city general fund, 
leaving the capital fund at between 
$50,000 and $60,000, Geckeler said. 
He said the capital fund has been 
used to match funds for the local 
Transit Utility and Third Street 
Overpass project. 

The remaining $210,553 came from 
the city's cemetery, insurance, and 
firefighters pension funds. A total of 
$150,000 in pension funds remained 


because fewer firefighters retired 


this year than anticipated, Geckeler 
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told members of the council. 

Last June, Chalos said the city 
was preparing its last check to pay 
water and electric bills because it 
had exhausted funds from the. 
respective accounts. At the time, he 
said no more money would bs 
available for utilities until 1984. _ 

Since Chalos made his statezneut, 
the city has dipped into iis nearly $1 
million in federal revenue-sharing 
funds to pay $125,000 for utilities. 
The city normally uses revenue- 
sharing funds to purchase equip- 
ment. " FN 
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T cable Cli, C 
By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Terre Haute City Council ap- 
proved ordinances rezoning Interna- 
tional Minerals and Chemical Corp. 
property at East Glenn and ratifying 
a 15-year. non-exclusive contract 
between the city and American 
Cablevision Co. 

The council voted 8-0 in favor of 
the rezoning as nearly 100 county 
residents opposing it looked on. The 
cable ordinance passed 7-1. Council 
President Ray Azar, D-3rd District, 
cast the opposing vote. 

Opponents to the IMC request to 
rezone the 80 acres from agricultural 
to heavy-industrial use maintained 
the door has been left open for IMC 
expansion beyond present plans to 
build an animal-research facility. 

The opponents' attorney. Darrell 
Felling. failed in his attempts to get 
a council member to introduce an 


future council be required to vote 
should. a moderate industry zone 
designation be added to the city's 


Į act OK'd : 


Ls indicated a nte ble eut 
vision of the city zoning ordinance 
might warrant consideration of ex- 
panded designations for industry. 

Kirchner said he would entertain 
an IMC offer to seek reclassification 
of the East Glenn property if zone 
designations are added. 

Felling advised disappointed resi- 
dents to lobby council members for 
expanded industry zone designations 
and to ask IMC for a voluntary 


cümmitment to seek a reclassifica- c 
tion. © 


The cable ordinance gives council 
approval to an agreement. 
negotiated by Mayor P. Pete Chalos’ 


administration, granting American « 


Cablevision. a 15-year contract in 


exchange for a cable commitment to ! y 


expand facilities to accommodate up : 
to 35 channels. The new service is to . 
begin by Jan. 1, 1985. 

Cablevision will continue paying 5 
percent of its annual income to the 
city for basic cable service and.3 


< amendment to the proposed or- percent of annual income derived ' 

va dinance. Felling's suggested amend- from pay channels. 

FA ment would have required that +a Azar lost an attempt to table the 
D 


cable ordinance to give the council 
time to seek assurances from cable 
officials that programming covered 


ng 


a 


existant zoning ordinance. 
Council members June Hanley, 
D-Ist, and Larry Kirchner, D-at 


under the basic $9.65 rate would be Cy 
upgraded. Azar's motion died for $ 
lack of a second. = 

c 


) 
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EN "Bua 
No philic objectio 
Tuesday to -economic-development 
bond requests from Tri-Industries 
Inc., Gibault School for Boys. 
Numerical Concepts Inc. and local 
* attorney Bill Smock during a public 


, hearing Tuesday. 
Tri-Industries, 


a gas-turbine 


^ engine components manufacturer. 


' had already received City Council 
approval in February for a $5 million 

- bond to relocate its facilities into the 
; old Montgomery Ward building on 
* South Third Street. 


Gibault is seeking $2 million in. 


ns were raised. 


| (TN) 


earing draws no opposition: 


bonds for remodeling its education 
and social-services building. The 
City Council will be asked to approve 
bond authorization Friday. 

Today. Gibault will also ask the 
Vigo County Council to designate the 
school property an economic de- 
velopment target area. Any non- 
industrial entity seeking bonds must 
be designated a target area. 

Numerical Concepts, 3661 N. 
Fruitridge Ave., seeks $150,000 in 
bonds for equipment acquisition. 


„City Council is to act on its request. 
- Smock already has received coun- 


cil approval to seek $120.000 in 
bonds. He intends to move his law 
practice into half of a building 
presently under construction at First 
and Cherry streets. = ~ 3 
Local contractor Rick Jenkins. 
who is building the one-story office. 
owns the other half. The City Council 
is to act on his $120,000 bond request 
also. M l 
Other bond requests that were not 
part of Tuesday's public hearing will 
face council! scrutiny. Those include 
requests from Applied Computing 


Devices Inc..and Stromar Inc. 


Vico C ite l- st J 
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By Patrick J. Barnes 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


— The wheels of city government 
moved into high gear Friday as 
members of the City Council 
suspended its rules to pave the way 
for approval of nearly $10 million of 
economic development bonds. 

Only six of the nine council 


members attended the special noon 
session. Absent were George Alsop, 


D-4th District, William Jarvis, D-at- ° 


large, and Norma Spork, D-5th. 

Council members took the speedy 
action in order to meet a Con- 
gressfonal deadline of Dec. 31 which 
would prohibit the issuance of 
eonomic development bonds. 

Firms and amounts approved 
included: 


Stromar Inc., $300.000; Applied 
Computing Devices $2,250,000: 
Numerical Concepts $150,000; 


Tri-Industries Inc., $5 illion; 
Gibault School for Boys, $2 ign. 
William G. Smock, $120,000, a yim 


Richard Jenkins, $120,000. 
Stromar, owned by Strole's 

Marine, Southland Shopping Center, 

plans to construct a retail marine 


R 


bond requests 


sales store between „Margaret 
Avenue and Interstate 70 near Sixth | 
Street. . 

Applied Computing plans to build: 
a new facility near Moyer Road and 

Indiana 46. 

/Fri-Industries plans to move its 
facifities in the former Montgomery 
Ward building, Third and Poplar 
streets. 


